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2018 has been a remarkable year in many ways. We 

have faced new challenges, we have celebrated many 

successes and we have had to deal with the loss of a much 

loved peer and pupil in our school. The death of Dina 

Simpson earlier in the year taught us many lessons, and 

made us aware that each life is to be celebrated. We also 

realised just how much we needed one another when times 

are tough and we need to stand together. We have learnt 

a lot about one another and ourselves this year and this 

yearbook serves as a record of all we have shared.

Towards the end of this year, Greta Thunberg, a 15-year-

old Swedish pupil, addressed the UN on climate change, 

after embarking on a campaign in August when she 

demonstrated outside the Swedish Parliament. She had 

harsh words, which challenged adults regarding the role 

we have played in the destruction of the environment. 

‘Courageous’ and ‘determined’ were two words which 

sprang to mind when I first heard her speak. I was left 

feeling challenged, yet encouraged. I felt admiration 

and was filled with hope. Young people want to make a 

positive difference.

When one looks at the content of this yearbook one 

sees the contributions of girls to the fabric of Durban 

Girls’ College. When I see the Art, hear the Music and 

experience the talent on so many fronts, I know that we 

have many budding Greta’s in our midst. One need only 

read the poetry and essays to sense the passion within 

these remarkable young women. Girls are encouraged to 

use their “voices” by the teachers who are committed to 

helping them realise their potential. They touch on matters, 

which may have been taboo in the past, and they make 

mistakes and learn from them. 

This yearbook bears testimony to personal and institutional 

growth throughout 2018. My thanks to all who have 

played a role in recording it all for our enjoyment.

Marianne Bailey
Executive Head

Executive Head’s Foreword
2018 – MARIANNE BAILEY

“As you grow older, you will discover 
that you have two hands: one for 
helping yourself, and the other for 
helping others” – Audrey Hepburn
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Good evening Honourable Minister Gordhan, Mr McIntosh, 

Members of the Board, DGC Staff, invited guests, parents 

and girls.

Welcome to the 2018 Founders’ Day Ceremony at which 

we recognise and celebrate the academic achievements of 

the class of 2018. This is a very special group of girls to me 

as we started our school journey at Durban Girls’ College 

together in January 2014. You in the High School and I in 

my new role as Head of High School. How quickly the time 

seems to have gone, and yes girls, we are all older, I hope 

we are all also wiser and I am definitely greyer! You will 

always be special to me! 

Tonight I’d like to share some progress around our strategy 

with you. I will not be making reference to our many events 

and successes as these have been shared in our weekly 

College Chatter which I trust you enjoy receiving and 

reading. Our strategy was shared with you a year or so 

ago and tonight I want to focus on that which has been 

implemented as the Galleon has sailed through the year.

Our first sail of being a Christian school which embraces 

Diversity remains a priority. Both girls and staff have 

undergone training in having conversations around topics 

which can be challenging and we will be extending this to 

involve parents in the near future. In the High School these 

circles of conversation have been just that! Our girls have 

sat in circles and wrestled with questions which have been 

posed to ensure discussion. In terms of the staff we have 

extended the reach of advertising vacant positions and 

Facebook, in particular, has proved to be a useful vehicle 

for this. We need to make appointments which are more 

representative of our demographics and we are committed 

to doing so. Our relationship with the SAMSTIP programme 

of ISASA, which offers opportunities for the development 

of prospective teachers, has been extended and as such 

we have been allocated students who will continue their 

training as Intern teachers here at Durban Girls’ College next 

year. Our own Intern Programme has focused on diversity 

appointments in order to grow a pool of excellence and we 

have developed a relationship with Embury College in terms 

of teaching practice. We have a social responsibility as a 

school of excellence to contribute to the education sector of 

our country. And we are committed to doing this.

The unique educational journeys of our girls remain a focus. 

Our challenge today, is to maintain relevance and technology, 

and the use thereof, has changed the way we see the world. 

At a recent presentation attended by some members of the 

EXCO Team, we were challenged with thoughts around the 

Fourth Industrial Revolution and what this means. We looked 

at the First Industrial Revolution, the impact and duration 

thereof, likewise the second which also lasted a fair time as 

did the third. The fourth, is expected to be over in 10 years. 

It underlines the speed with which we move! There has been 

much talk around artificial intelligence and preparing young 

people for positions which do not yet exist. As the speed at 

which we move and work increases we need, more than ever, 

to build time for family, friends, relationships and reflection 

into our lives. Values such as integrity, are essential if we 

are to build meaningful relationships and not amass 1000s 

of friends whom we do not know. A recent speaker who 

addressed us spoke of the effects of likes and social media 

friends and likened them to a dose of dopamine. However, the 

hug or kind words of a friend, go so much further!

A focus on thinking skills and a growth mindset have been 

themes of which our Junior Primary and Senior Primary girls 

are continually reminded. There have been visual displays 

in corridors of the ladders we climb as well as the mind 

maps used which are displayed in classrooms. Our coloured 

hard-hats and school hats are put to good use when we use 

De Bono’s Thinking Hats and they are reminders of how our 

thoughts can, and should, differ in different activities. We 

need to develop the capacity for growth and flexibility in all 

we do, and I include us all when I say this.

In the High School, a number of teachers have been trained 

in the Growing Foxes programme designed by Chantelle 

and Mitch Illbury in collaboration with Clem Sunter. This will 

be offered to Grade 9 pupils in 2019. It is a programme that 

is aimed at developing critical strategic thinking, which is an 

essential skill in the 21st century. We continue to investigate 

options which will open doors beyond school.

Our learning spaces, likewise, have to change and be more 

adaptable. The Junior Primary Library and Creative Room 

have become the Learning Lounge and Creative Station 

respectively. And what fun has been had in these venues 

already. We are investigating other spaces and possibilities 

and look forward to sharing our ideas with you shortly. The 

corridor outside the computer rooms has become a sought 

after race track for racing spiro balls and the cheers of 

delight have on occasion had us rushing out to establish the 

Executive Head’s Report
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source of the screeches! Libraries and Computer Rooms will 

need to change as learning becomes more interactive. Rows 

of desks also need to give way to more collaborative areas. 

So, forgive the pun, watch these spaces!

Every school offers the Academic Curriculum, Sport and Music 

and Culture. What do we offer which is different? I believe 

strongly that our Exchange Programme sets us apart. In 2019, 

College will have been offering international exchange for 

25 years. This year, we have had 27 outgoing students and 

31 visited us. In recent years, we have added international 

summits to the package and this year we were represented in 

Washington, Singapore and Le Havre. Next year, we become 

involved in a pilot project involving International Studies 

when we join with DHS in partnering with Minnetonka High 

in Minnesota. How exciting! The purpose is to develop and 

expand girls’ own cultural understanding, national heritage 

and to grow international perspective.

Our own girl.talk@dgc, held in August, is growing and 

this year we hosted a number of speakers covering various 

topics. The community engagement aspect has developed 

over the last two years and will continue to do so. In fact, 

the interest shown by corporates to get more involved is 

encouraging. girl.talk@dgc is giving young girls a platform 

to help develop courage and the use of the combined female 

voice to make a difference, both in the life of an individual 

and collectively.

Our third flag of thought leadership is securely evident. 

Our teachers across the phases continue to be involved 

in curriculum development through the Shared Assessment 

Series in the Senior Primary and the Just Junior Primary 

initiative. In the High School, we have a number of teachers 

who examine, moderate and mark at Matric level ensuring 

that we are up to date with the latest trends and expectations. 

We are leaders and have ongoing requests for visits from 

other schools to share ideas and our expertise.

A post by Judith Falston on Tomorrow Today speaks of the 

two engines that exist. The current is our “core” and it needs 

protection, but it is not sufficient to do this. We need to focus 

on engine 2, which is the future of an organisation. We need 

to ask ourselves what we need to retain at all costs, what 

may change and is likely to change and what absolutely 

must change. The challenge is how we measure these in 

terms of an educational institution. We need to engage with 

a new tomorrow!

This leads me to the staff, who remain committed to your 

daughters. Our teachers have spent much time this year in 

training, be it IT, Thinking Skills, Diversity and so much more. 

They have supported one another and the girls at difficult 

times and they have survived the frustrations of changed 

data systems. I want to thank them for their hard work and 

commitment in an ever-changing educational environment. 

Ladies, and Gentlemen, I value your contributions to our school.

It would be remiss of me if I did not at this stage pay tribute 

to long-standing members of staff who leave us at the end 

of this year. Mrs Anthea Large, Mrs Debbie McWilliam 

and Mrs Winnela Khumalo together have 86 years of loyal 

service to Durban Girls’ College. Mrs Large ends her career 

in the Learning Lounge and she has been both excited and 

frustrated in the transition of the space! Mrs McWilliam 

has held a number of roles and has served as Admissions 

Secretary for the last 19 years. Mrs Khumalo has been the 

gentle, loyal lady who has looked after the staff by ensuring 

our tea is ready and hot when it is needed for the past 34 

years! Thank you to all three for their devotion to those on 

board the Galleon and we wish them well as they disembark 

to enjoy a time of well-deserved rest.

There are others who leave us at the end of the year to 

embark on new adventures and career paths and I wish 

them all well. Mrs Tweddell retires after 10 years at DGC, 

Mrs Sally Quinlan after 9 years, and Miss Blanckenberg 

leaves to take up a post at Brechia House in Gauteng. In 

particular, I would like to thank Mrs Lynne van Dellen and 

wish her all the very best as she takes up the headship at 

King David Primary School in Sandton. We have learnt much 

from her and I can only hope she leaves DGC with some 

tools in her bag which will serve her well on her journey 

beyond College.

My thanks to all who have served College in a myriad of 

ways. The Maintenance Staff who look after the campus, 

our Catering Team who supply endless teas and treats and 

our Administrative Staff who deal with all the behind the 

scenes matters in order to ensure a smooth journey, are all 

an integral part of the College family and organisation. Our 

security personnel, and in particular our guards at the gates 

and Mr Ndumisa Maduna who helps girls cross the road, 

all go about their work efficiently and with a smile! Our 

school would not be able to function without all these lovely 

folk and I thank them. I am proud of the way that our girls 

engage with the people who help them and I have seen 

how grateful they are for the pleasant interaction. On more 

than one occasion I have been told by the traffic police that 

they enjoy being on duty at College because the girls are so 

appreciative. Thank you, girls!

Thank you to the Board who serves the school with their 

time and expertise. Your support and guidance is valued 

and appreciated, particularly when one considers the busy 

schedules you manage in your personal capacities. In 

particular, a big thank you to our Chair, Mr Ken McIntosh and 

outgoing Vice-Chair Mrs Michelle Poseman, who are but a 

phone call away! I appreciate your contribution enormously.

And then our EXCO team! What a team! Mrs Conradie, Mrs 

Van Dellen, Mrs Goedeke and Mrs Montocchio; we have 
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laughed, we have shed tears, we have ground teeth and 

yet we are moving steadily to the end of what I consider to 

be a highly successful year! Thank you, Ladies, for being so 

supportive, for allowing me to be your sounding block and 

for all you do to help me steer this vessel. I appreciate you 

more than you know! You are truly women of significance.

Finally, I would like to share an extract from our recently 

received IQAA report which summarises the process we 

engaged in during Terms 2 and 3. Mr Michael Hosty, acting 

Executive Director, reported:

“The creativity of the girls is nurtured and 

encouraged.” – Ebrahim Ansur, High School Mentor. 

“The teachers take care to facilitate useful wide-

ranging participation by the pupils…” – John 

Mathfield, Senior Primary Mentor. 

“Excellent use is made of concrete apparatus and 

3D teaching of mathematics at all levels.” – Fran 

Donald, Foundation Phase Mentor. 

“Special mention should be made of the relaxed 

and nurturing environment created for the 

children.” – Bridget Walton, ECD Mentor. 

I have read all the relevant documents and reports pertaining 

to the evaluation of Durban Girls’ College and am left with 

the pleasing impression of a school, which is happy and 

hard-working. Even more pleasing is the continuous pursuit 

of excellence captured in the school report as “… to plan 

strategically to improve those areas where we are ‘good but 

not yet great’.

Marianne Bailey
Executive Head
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Chairman’s Report
FOUNDERS’ DAY 2018

On behalf of the Board of Governors, it is my great pleasure 

to welcome everyone to Durban Girls’ College’s Founders’ 

Day 2018.

I would like to extend a special warm welcome to Minister 

Gordhan, our Guest of Honour. I don’t believe there is a 

busier person in South Africa right now and so, on behalf of 

everyone here, thank you for giving up your very valuable 

time and coming to address us. It is my understanding that 

you sent your daughter here to Durban Girls’ College. I think 

you might find that, in the eyes of this audience, that makes 

you a very wise and considered gentleman.

I would also like to welcome Mr Gordon Pentecost. As 

the evening programme indicates, he will be receiving 

the Galleon Benefactors’ Award tonight. This award was 

established some years ago and Mr Gordon Pentecost is only 

the 14th person to receive it and, in my respectful opinion, 

one of the most deserving. Mrs Bailey will be addressing you 

on this issue shortly.

In preparing this Board Report, I thought it might be useful 

to go back and have a look at past reports. I wanted to 

try and gauge what is expected. I did notice different styles 

and emphasis over the years and that some reports were 

extremely detailed and long and some very brief indeed.

The same Mr Gordon Pentecost, who we will be honouring 

later, was Chairman of the Board during the period 1998 

to 2004. I established that over the years he gave some 

very entertaining board reports. These reports were always 

spiced up with historical anecdotes and it seemed that there 

was a tradition to always include some very entertaining 

poetry in his board reports. Now, I’m not sure whether he 

had the poems composed specifically for the occasion, but I 

do suspect some of the poems may have been composed by 

Gordon himself. 

Everyone is probably aware that DGC was founded in 1877. 

She is now in her 141st glorious year. I read somewhere 

that many years ago it was decided to change Prize-Giving 

day to Founders’ Day. This was done to commemorate and 

remember the founders of the school. For those guests of the 

school that don’t know, the school houses bear the names of 

the founders. It is always very enlightening to go back and 

see what vision the founders had for the school, albeit in a 

very different time.

The person credited for being one of the main driving forces in 

founding the school is Mr Joseph Fleetwood Churchill. It was 

he who called the first meeting to discuss the establishment 

of “a really soundly based school for the higher 

education of the young ladies of Durban”.

Simply stated - that is all it was. I think it can be said that, so 

far, that goal has been achieved.

Joseph Churchill must have been a remarkable man. It is 

recorded in the school history that not only did he chair the 

Board of Governors, but he also taught English Literature 

and History at the school. He was so loved and respected 

throughout Natal (as it then was) that when he passed away, 

all the shops and offices in Durban closed for the day. The 

school was originally known as the Durban Young Ladies 

Collegiate Evangelical Institution. Thereafter, as the Durban 

Ladies’ College before it became Durban Girls’ College.

The stated purpose of the College, as set out in the school’s 

constitution, was and still is “to provide a sound 

and well-balanced school education, based on 

Christian principles for females”.

That mandate is recognised and followed by the Board to 

this day.
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A question that confronts every governor is what should a 

Board of Governors be doing for its school? Although this 

school is very old, much has changed since in 141 years. 

New challenges are plentiful and in the South African context 

complex, sensitive issues need to be confronted and dealt with.

A past chairman of the Board described it best when she 

said: “a great Board of Governors is one that has 

its heart in the past, its feet in the present and its 

eyes on the future.” 

Durban Girls’ College is essentially a multimillion-rand 

organisation employing about 200 people, some being 

highly qualified experts in their fields and some being newly 

qualified interns - trying to produce a product - being the 

well-rounded matriculant achieving the best marks possible. 

This is all done on behalf of an attentive, concerned and 

caring customers, being you, the parents. The school is 

trying to achieve this result when the result cannot really 

be measured and compared as each child is different with 

different abilities and talents.

Although DGC does rightly pride itself on its outstanding 

academics, it is not what some other schools have become, 

i.e. an exam factory. The Board’s vision for DGC is to offer 

a globally relevant, balanced education and to develop 

women of significance in all spheres of society. The goal 

is to offer an education that inspires girls to realise their full 

potential by offering a unique educational journey which is 

built on tradition, innovation, diversity and excellence. In my 

view, DGC has been doing that for many years and that is 

the school’s greatest tradition and strength. It is a tradition 

the Board will always strive to maintain.

Just to return to our founders for a moment, things weren’t 

always so good. 

In 1882, the school decided to write external examinations 

for the first time. Three girls from Durban Girls’ College wrote 

the Cambridge-based examinations and all three failed. A 

100% failure rate. However, I’m happy to report that over 

time, things have definitely improved a bit. 

There have been some changes to the Board over the last 

year. The Board has lost the services of Richard Neave 

and Vivienne McMenamin. We thank them both for their 

exceptional service and dedication. I would specifically 

like to mention Vivienne McMenamin who, in her short time 

on the DGC Board, made an immense contribution to the 

Board’s future strategy. Some of you may remember her 

2017 Board Report, titled ‘Courage and Kindness’, in which 

she set out the values that had been identified by the Board 

and staff as DGC’s core values, being integrity, empathy, 

courage, confidence and commitment. 

Since last Founders’ Day, the Board has been joined by 

Mrs Thembisa Skweyiya who is now the Vice-Chairman of 

the Board. 

Thembisa is a proud Durban Girls’ College Old Girl who, 

after obtaining an LLB from the University of KwaZulu-

Natal, went on to receive an LLM from Harvard University. 

From 2007 to 2016 she was a non-executive member of 

the Board of Directors of the Development Bank of South 

Africa. Thembisa sat on numerous boards including the JSE, 

the Imperial Group, ABSA Bank, Telkom and Coca-Cola 

Bottling. She is a former member of the Minister of Trade 

and Industry’s standing advisory committee on company 

law. Despite not having any girls at DGC, Thembisa is a 

proud Old Girl. She has a continuing interest in the well-

being and progress of the school and has agreed to serve 

on the Board of DGC and assist the school with her valuable 

experience and insight.

There is no doubt that DGC is a leading South African school. 

Going forward, the Board recognises that there are certain 

key initiatives that need to be pursued so as to consolidate 

and maintain the position of a leading school. By way of 

example, some of the initiatives are:

1. An advanced IT strategy that will encourage 

multifunctional use of technology;

2. An enhanced marketing strategy with a strong 

focus on the proven track record of DGC;

3. A possible partnership with Clifton School 

to strengthen the position of Durban Girls’ 

College on the Berea;

4. A comprehensive audit of the school property 

so that changes can be made to allow for 

more connectivity, creativity and collaboration 

as befits this digital age;

5. An investigation and review of a full boarding 

option;

6. A continued focus on diversity, both of the 

staff and of the Board;

7. The investigation and establishment of a DGC 

Foundation so as to grow the DGC Trust and 

allow for further development.

As set out in previous Board Reports, the school identifies 

itself as a Christian school embracing diversity. What this 

encompasses is, inter alia, the school embracing its unique 

South African identity and facilitating diversity and inclusivity 

with training and goals for all key role players.

The following people need to be thanked for their 

selfless and invaluable assistance to the Board:

•	 The	Board’s	financial	committee	comprising	of	Dave 

Altshuler, Mohammed Abdool-Samad and 

Murray Grindrod. 

•	 The	Parents’	Association	representative	of	the	Board	being	
Bronwyn Blades and the representative of the Old 

Girls’ Guild Taryn Hompes and Nerissa Govind.
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•	 Russell Hampson who has done sterling work over 

many years supervising grounds and building projects 

and in particular assisting the school with installation of 

the new outdoor hockey astro.

•	 Jacquie Bhana whose expertise and vast experience 

has assisted the school greatly in issues of diversity and 

inclusivity.

•	 Craig Clay-Smith for his valuable insight and 

assistance particularly in the marketing sphere.

•	 Dale Ten Hope whose knowledge of education and 

school governance has been invaluable and, who I 

might add, travels down from Johannesburg for all 

Board meetings.

•	 The	Reverend	Kevin Robertson who is a qualified 

teacher and fills the role on the Board as the clergy 

representative.

•	 The	school’s	executive,	comprising	of	Mrs Bailey, 

Mrs Goedeke, Mrs van Dellen, Mrs Conradie 

and Mrs Montocchio, all of whom always go beyond 

what is required and have been of great value in 

assisting the Board. 

•	 Lastly,	special	mention	must	be	made	of	Michelle 

Posemann. Michelle is a past chair and vice-chair of 

the Board and despite having more than done her time, 

has agreed to remain on the Board so as to assist with 

legal and compliance issues. With Michelle’s experience 

as an advocate and a lawyer, particularly on labour and 

contractual issues, she has been of great value to the 

Board. As they say, in these modern times it’s because of 

all the lawyers that you need your own lawyers. 

I hope that many of you tonight remember Ken and Joan 

Elliott. Ken Elliott was the headmaster of the school for 

approximately ten years (being 2003 to 2012) and Joan 

was a High School geography teacher for approximately 

three years. Both were loyal and much-loved members of the 

Durban Girls’ College community. Both were fanatical DGC 

supporters and many of us remember their years and years 

of vocal and unashamedly biased support of DGC girls and 

teams, particularly hockey teams. The school has recently 

completed its upgrades to the hockey astro and I’m happy to 

report that at the last Board meeting it was agreed that the 

DGC hockey astro would be renamed the Elliott Astroturf in 

memory of Ken and Joan Elliott. 

An appropriate ceremony will be arranged by the school 

and the sporting department, probably at the beginning of 

the 2019 hockey season.

A quick word about the school’s most valuable asset, the DGC 

teaching staff. The Board recognises the staff as the backbone 

of the school’s production which is a well-balanced education.

On behalf of the Board, I would like to thank the teaching staff 

for their excellent service to the school and their unequalled 

dedication. Every year the staff manages to produce not only 

outstanding academic results, but well-rounded Matriculants 

ready to take on the world. When I state outstanding 

academic results, I’m not only referring to the superstar 

pupils of each year (who must rightly be celebrated), but also 

the ability of the staff to have each individual girl perform at 

that child’s top ability. As I mentioned earlier, the school’s 

approach is that each child is an individual with her own 

abilities, strengths and weaknesses. As a parent over the 

last number of years, I have noted that each year the staff 

produces outstanding results throughout the spectrum of 

Matric candidates. 

Although it’s not really done at Founders’ Day, I would like to 

make a special mention of the Old Girls’ Guild and the Old 

Girls of the school. 

Because of the long history of the school, the Old Girls play 

a special role in the character and image of the school. The 

stated purpose of the Old Girls’ Guild is to facilitate and 

actively encourage the continued involvement of all Old 

Girls in the wider community of Durban Girls’ College.

The Old Girls of the school have always played a vital role 

in assisting, guiding and developing the school. From some 

time back, the Board’s constitution has stipulated that two 

members of the Old Girls’ Guild are ex officio members of 

the Board. I view this as a clear indication of the importance 

the school has always attributed to its Old Girls. As things 

currently stand, there are six Old Girls on the Board, 

including two Old Girls’ Guild members, and their input and 

insight has always proven to be invaluable.

One fact I did find quite amazing is in a recent rough 

survey, it was established that there are at least 12 Old Girls 

currently on the DGC staff. This is a clear indication of the 

love and loyalty of DGC Old Girls for their school. This is 

something that should be recognised and encouraged. 

Lastly, to the Matric Class of 2018.

No one really studies Latin anymore but if you can remember 

one Latin phrase and apply it to your lives, it should be facta 

non verba. Loosely translated, it means actions not words 

or actions speak louder than words.

Most of you were born in the year 2000. To us slightly older 

people, the year 2000 was literally just the other day. You 

might not know it, but if certain people were to be believed 

the world should have ended in the year 2000. Civilisation 

was meant to have collapsed as computer chips throughout 

the world frizzled and died. Well, the doomsayers were 

wrong and you all arrived safe and sound. Apparently, 

you are the post-millennials or Generation Z if Google and 

Wikipedia are to be believed. You may have noted that I 

mentioned that Mr Gordon Pentecost who was the previous 

Chairman of the Board. Well, he was the Chairman of the 

DGC Board at about the time that you were all born. As you 
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can see, the high standards and goals of College that were 

relevant then are still applicable today.

In a few short months, you finish your school careers and 

begin your lives out in the big wide world. There is no doubt 

that your generation faces new challenges, new dangers 

and new opportunities. I suppose like every generation, 

some of you believe that the older generations have been 

unnecessarily critical. 

Let me read you a quote and see if anything sounds familiar:

“The children now love luxury; they have bad 

manners, contempt for authority; they show 

disrespect for elders and love chatter in place 

of exercise. Children are now tyrants, not the 

servants of their households. They no longer 

rise when elders enter the room. They contradict 

their parents, chatter before company, gobble 

up dainties at the table, cross their legs, and 

tyrannise their teachers.”

Sound familiar? Well that quotation is attributed to Socrates, 

the Greek philosopher who lived about 2500 years ago. 

Hence the real message is that “the more things change, 

the more they stay the same”. You’ll all be fine. 

There is an old but very true cliché: “Success is where 

preparation and opportunity meet.”

Well, the opportunity is this school. You may not fully realise 

it now, but your parents or guardians have made sacrifices 

for you and given you all the most wonderful opportunity 

by sending you to this school. 

The preparation is the work that you have already done 

over the past 12 years and will now do over the next few 

weeks as you enter into your matriculation examinations. 

As I mentioned earlier, the teachers at this school are 

phenomenal and have produced excellent results year after 

year. Use their experience and listen to their advice and 

there is no doubt that you will achieve your individual goals.

In conclusion, two last things: Firstly, become proud and 

active Old Girls. Out of everyone, you are the people 

that have the greatest right to comment on, contribute and 

grow your school. You have done your time, so to speak. 

Secondly, become proud, active citizens. To paraphrase 

President Obama in a recent address to young people: 

Don’t moan and complain about things that you don’t like, 

don’t hashtag, participate and become involved - as you 

have every right to do.

So, remember, facta non verba.

Thank you and good luck.

Ken McIntosh
Chairman

Mr Ken McIntosh
(Chairman – Appointed 
May 2018)

Ms Thembisa Skweyiya
(Vice-Chairman – 
Appointed May 2018)

Ms Michelle Posemann  

Mr Mohammed  

Abdool-Samad
 

Mr David Altshuler  

Mrs Jacquie Bhana  

Mrs Bronwyn Blades

(Chairman of Parents’ 
Association – Appointed 
February 2018)

Mr Craig Clay-Smith  

Ms Nerissa Govind
(Old Girls’ Guild 
Representative)

Mr Murray Grindrod  

Mr Russell Hampson  

Mrs Dale Ten Hope  

Mrs Taryn Hompes
(Old Girls’ Guild 
Representative)

Mr Kevin Robertson  

Mrs Marianne Bailey (Executive Head)

Mrs Heather Goedeke (Head of High School)

Mrs Lynne Van Dellen (Head of Senior Primary)

Mrs Carol-Anne Conradie (Head of Junior Primary)

Mrs Jeanine Montocchio (Executive Finance)

Mrs Viv McMenamin Resigned May 2018

Ms Janina Masojada Resigned February 2018

Mr Richard Neave Resigned May 2018

Mr D A Guthrie (Chairman)

Mr A J Mundell

M Farrer

J H Beare

R E Stewart

Resignations from the Board of Governors

Board of Govenors – as at 31 December 2018

Trustees of the Durban Girls’ College Trust
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Anna Blanckenberg

By Tiffany Thorne, Simoné 

Haggard & Bronwen Beekman

“No distance of place or lapse 

of time can lessen the friendship 

of those who are thoroughly 

persuaded of each other’s worth.” 

– Robert Southey

Anna entered the Durban Girls’ College staff room as a 

proud Old Girl, ready to make an impact in the lives of many 

young ladies at College, and that she did. Anna began her 

career as a Consumer Studies intern working under the late 

Philippa Lewis. She soaked in everything Philippa could 

teach her and stepped in with grace when Philippa could 

not continue teaching.

When Corinne King was employed to run the Consumer 

Studies department, Anna was thrilled to learn from another 

incredible teacher. In 2018, Anna took over as Head of 

Department. She worked hard to ensure that her girls were 

not only well prepared for examinations and practicals but 

that they loved the subject.

Anna, being one of the youngest Heads of Subject, showed 

that age does not determine capability or maturity. She 

participated in the life of the school wholeheartedly and 

would always go over and beyond for her students.

Anna was always welcoming in her approach to new teachers 

and girls entering the school. She was very kind in all she 

did and the pupils really enjoyed her “with it” approach. She 

created an environment in which student could prosper, make 

mistakes and be themselves without judgement. 

The students and staff will miss her vibrant mind and inspiring 

creativity. We know that the move she made was truly the 

best thing for her, and look forward to seeing how her life 

will unfold. Anna will always have a big space in her heart 

for College and so we are certain that this is not goodbye 

but rather “go well friend, we will see you again soon”.

Anthea Large

By Thandi Zondo

Most of you know that I am not much 

of a talker. I am shy, so I won’t talk 

much tonight even though I agreed 

to talk. I have a lot to share with you 

about Anthea, so I decided an even 

split of talking and singing will do the trick. 

Years ago, I watched an episode of Oprah where she had 

given away or sold her clothes and shoes. One woman 

bought a pair of shoes that was two sizes too big for her but 

because of what Oprah represented to her. So, whenever life 

was treating her like a piñata, she would stand in those shoes 

and that would re-energise her. The same thing happened 

to me with a book-like card Anthea made for me for my 

fortieth birthday. I was still relatively new and everyone in 

the DGC community was still getting to know me, in the only 

way that people who have not been exposed to one another 

do. Anthea wrote me this card with adjectives describing 

wonderful things that she thought of me which I didn’t feel on 

a daily. That gift (just like Oprah’s shoes) did wonders for me 

during the many trials I powered through in the early days in 

this work environment. Thank you for helping me stay 

on my feet through all that.

When I moved to a newly built house in semi-rural Adams 

Mission in the South Coast. Our budget didn’t stretch enough 

to include cupboards and somehow in our many conversations 

she learnt of this. A while later on that year, East Coast Radio 

ran a competition where people wrote in to motivate to be 

chosen to have cupboards to the value of R35 000 built for 

them. Anthea firmly believed that I deserved to win that prize 

so she sent a letter. That memory among others has stayed 

with me as another proof of Anthea’s generosity and genuine 

care for people and as an ACTION WOMAN. Thank you 

for the lessons you have taught me by merely living your life!

Anthea’s Song:

I stand to honour Anthea, who’s been around me for a while.

She’s been there through the toughest legs of my journey. My 

friend here is a woman of faith, she’s not afraid to stand for truth.

She’s praised God through all that life threw her way.

She sang Hallelujah 

Praise Him Hallelujah

Hallelujah

She praised Hallelujah

Many times, she prayed with me and shared some pertinent 

scripture. To give a new perspective to an issue. Jeremiah 29 

verse 11 is one such scripture that gave me hope, strength 

and restored my broken faith.

I could sing Hallelujah 

Anthemoulla’s multi-talented, she draws, she sculpts, she 

sews, crochets, knits and she is a lover of the written word. 

She’s generous with her talent and skills. We’re blessed to 

have had her in our midst.

We are grateful for your uniqueness in the Junior Primary.

Help me sing... Halelujah

Tributes
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Debbie McWilliam

By Sandy Kimble

Debs has been with DGC for 25 

years. That means that taking into 

account all the holidays we get, you 

have worked here for approx. 7725 

days. Which means you have had 

to endure 1100 Monday’s or yippee 

yay Friday’s, whichever you fancy (this figure has not been 

verified by our auditors). Debs and I have gone back even 

further than this and our husbands go even further back as 

they both went to school together, from Grade 1 to Matric.

I remember going to a talk once and they asked to go 

home and get our children to describe us in two or three 

words, I cannot tell you how I was described but Debs your 

colleagues were far more complimentary and had some 

lovely words for you: bubbly, chatty, friendly, energetic like 

the Eveready bunny and caring. Debs is just fantastic with 

her family, always making time for them and nothing is ever 

too much trouble to her. She even goes rushing off to see her 

uncle, making sure she has his favourite chocolates for him. 

She even visited Glenda and Tessa when they were not well. 

Well, Debs, the one thing that truly stands out for me is your 

most amazing memory. I just cannot believe what Debs can 

remember, and the details she remembers, she can even tell 

you what she wore to my wedding and why.

We are going to miss this about you Debs, you can 

remember parents and children from way back, where the 

parents worked, what they drove, where they stayed and all 

the other little details. It is quite remarkable.

Thanks, Debs, for the wonderful friendship that we have 

had over the years. I think Debs and I have saved ourselves 

thousands on therapy as when either of us are a bit miserable 

or going through difficult situations we would have some 

major chats and get some amazing advice from each other. 

Thanks, Debs, it has been a blast.

We are really going to miss you and hope you enjoy every 

minute of your retirement you really deserve it.

And now, to finish with a quote from my favourite character 

(Winnie the Pooh)... “How lucky I am to have something that 

makes saying goodbye so hard”.

Lynne van Dellen

By Jeanine Montocchio

After completing a Bachelor of 

Music followed by Honours in 

Education degree at the University 

of Natal Durban, Lynne joined Durban Girls’ College for her 

prac teaching. She then went on to teach at Carmel Primary 

School, King David (Victory Park), Roedean and Kyalami 

Prep school. But we believe, that it was her fond memories 

of her prac teaching days that prompted her to apply for the 

Head of Senior Primary position when advertised by Durban 

Girls’ College.

Lynne joined us in 2015 and has been an active member of the 

EXCO team, an enthusiastic leader striving to empower her staff 

in the Senior Primary, and an all-round passionate supporter of 

Durban Girls’ College and everything we stand for.

I will always remember three specific facts about Lynne. The 

first is her complete dedication and commitment to the girls in 

her phase. She often started a discussion with the question: 

‘what is best for the girls?’. She truly let this be her most 

significant driver when making decisions.

The second, is her commitment to process and procedure. 

Very often she challenged EXCO to confirm that the correct 

process and procedure was followed. A trait that any good 

school leader always needs to remember.

The third, is her need to see how a matter falls into the ‘big 

picture’. Lynne has great attention to detail but she always 

wants to know how it helps fulfil the greater vision. An 

unusual combination – detail and ‘big picture’ – but once 

again, a strength that will equip her well in her new position.

So Lynne, we wish you all the best in your new position as Head 

at King David (Sandton) and we hope that you will have many 

fond memories of your headship at Durban Girls’ College.

In the words of Peter Pan, and to repeat a quote from your 

Grade 7 production and your final speech at the Senior 

Primary Prize-Giving – “Never say goodbye because 

goodbye means going away and going away means 

forgetting”. So, au revoir and God bless.

Noreen Tweddell

By Mercia de Welzen

Noreen Tweddell started her College 

career in 2008, when she was 

appointed as a specialist drama 

teacher in the Senior Primary School. 

Her passion, talent and commitment 

was clearly evident in the superb 

drama productions that she produced over the years.

Later, she also taught Art and the Senior Primary corridors 

regularly reflected the Senior Primary pupils’ beautiful, 

creative designs, inspired by their talented teacher.

Noreen will probably be best remembered as a passionate 

www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon 2018

Tributes | Page 11 



English teacher where she has instilled, in each of her 

pupils over the years, a love for the language. She kept to 

her successful recipe of “grammar, speaking and creative 

writing.” Noreen has nurtured many a shy pupil into 

becoming confident, self-assured speakers. Many of her 

past-pupils recall the wonderful English lessons they had in 

Mrs Tweddell’s classes.

On a personal level, Noreen is energetic, warm and friendly 

and has often gone the extra mile to support and assist a 

colleague in need by preparing the most delicious meals for 

them. As part of her legacy, Noreen introduced a support-

staff Gratuity Tea to honour all their hard work and dedication 

to DGC. This has now become an important annual event on 

the DGC calendar.

Noreen’s vibrant personality will be missed by her pupils 

and colleagues. We wish her well as she enters the next 

exciting chapter of her life.

Sally Quinlan

By Claire Wilkinson

Sally joined DGC as Head of 

Counselling and Life Orientation in 

2009. She was teaching up in the 

Marketing Department and I was 

next to the Matric Common Room. 

So we only really got together at 

tea time and when we had meetings.

The move to the Miller Grove building was when we really got 

to know each other. Early morning coffees and chats about our 

animals, her cycling and my running were a great way to start 

the day. We started a tradition of birthday teas which are a 

wonderful way of getting together and sharing delicious food.

Sally has a few odd habits that I still can’t understand – she 

eats her lunch at 10 o’clock! She is convinced any cracked 

mug will give you hepatitis.

While teaching and working with Sally, I haven’t had to 

worry about finishing my sentences! She is convinced she 

knows what I want to say. I’m now going to have to work on 

finishing my own sentences.

She has had a few difficult years and I am hoping that Sally’s 

new beginnings in Pietermaritzburg will be a refreshing start. 

So I want to conclude with a quote from Brene Brown – “The 

truth is that falling hurts. The dare is to be being braver and 

feeling your way back up”. Sally what you’ve been through 

hurt and I know you are a strong amazing lady who is brave 

– braver than you think – and you will feel your way back 

and recapture that mischievous happy Sally who loves life. 

Winnie Khumalo

By Tory Hathorn

Winnie started working at Durban 

Girls’ College in 1984 which means 

that she has been here for a massive 

34 years. Her tenure has spanned 

six heads of school and while being 

here, she has lived through the dark 

days of the old South Africa and witnessed the dawning of 

the new. It was during those days that I met Winnie, before 

she came to College, when she was trying find a school 

nearby which might take her daughter, Gwynneth. 

At that time, the principal of Davida Pre-Primary School 

decided to admit black children although it was still against 

the law. As a result, Gwynneth was able to stay with 

Winnie. Dr Pat Hiddleston, a remarkable College principal 

of compassion, gentleness and vision, helped Gwynneth to 

obtain a place and I gave her lifts back to College from 

Davida once Winnie started working there. Gwynneth 

started at College in 1988. 

Speaking to Winnie, she mentioned a few people who have 

played a pivotal role in her life. She said that Mrs Williams 

was very good to her, often taking Gwynneth to her house 

to look after her. When Gwynneth came to College, it was 

staff members who paid her school fees. To quote her: 

“Those ladies were very good to me. Gwynneth is a good, 

professional teacher because of them. I am very happy”.

Winnie also singled out Mr Elliott. To quote her again: “I 

remember I was working hard, doing functions and teachers’ 

teas, up and down the stairs to the kitchen. There was no 

dishwasher and the trays were heavy. Mr Elliott spoke 

to me in fluent Zulu and he stopped me carrying trays to 

individuals in the classrooms. He respected me and he knew 

that I was a woman, like any other woman. Mr Elliott liked to 

see everybody happy”. 

People who do the kind of work that Winnie has dedicated a 

large part of her life to are unsung heroes, who quietly keep 

everything ticking along. Her long service shows the mutual 

respect and loyalty that exists between her and the school 

and 34 years puts Winnie right up there with some of the 

longest serving staff members in the school’s history.

And so the end of a long career of serving others draws to 

an end and we say “Hamba kahle” to Winnie and wish her 

good health and much happiness in her retirement.
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Dina Simpson

By Heather Goedeke

The Board of Governors, School Executive, Staff, Girls 

and Old Girls were devastated at the tragic loss of Dina 

Simpson, a Grade 10 pupil at College. Dina started school 

here in Grade R, along with her twin, Kaela. She was a 

beautiful young woman; vivacious, spirited, passionate, 

talented and funny. Her laughter, her quirky eyebrow moves 

and her daring personality will provide us with tangible 

and beautiful memories of a young woman gone too soon. 

Dina was much loved by both the girls and the teachers who 

taught her here. She was a talented and enthusiastic member 

of the choir and the orchestra and an outstanding thespian. 

Her brilliant performance as Woodstock in the production of 

Snoopy (alongside her sister, Kaela) will never be forgotten. 

A truly inspiring young woman, Dina packed a lot of life into 

her fifteen years and she will be sorely missed by the College 

Family and remembered always.

We wish the Simpson family, Jeff, Julie, Kaela, Hannah and 

Jenna, long life. May the memories you have of your sweet 

and beautiful Dina offer you solace and give you strength. 

Glenda Grainger

By Marianne Bailey

It was with great sadness 

that we were informed of 

the passing of Mrs Glenda 

Grainger in the early hours of 

Saturday, 24 April 2018.

Glenda, who was not only 

an Old Girl of Durban Girls’ 

College, but also served the school for almost 20 year as 

a teacher. She taught History and managed the Archives 

Department. She also served as the Senior Primary Librarian 

for a number of years. Her gentle demeanour and her love 

for her pupils and the school endeared her to many and we 

are grateful for the roles she played. 

Our heartfelt condolences go to her son Simon, her daughter 

Catherine and her family who will miss her dearly. Whilst we 

mourn the passing of Glenda, we know that her suffering is 

over and she is at peace.

Eulogies
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THE

Galleon Old Girls’ Award
MR GORDON PENTECOST 

Gordon Pentecost is an individual who has successfully 

married academic acumen and professional success with a 

culture of serving others.

Gordon joined the Parents’ Association (his two daughters 

were pupils) during the tenure of Gwen Williams as 

Headmistress. He joined the Board of Governors as the 

Parent Association representative in 1995. His strong 

leadership style as well as a fierce commitment to the school, 

led to his appointment as the Chairman in 1998.

Gordon displayed his willingness to be interested in the 

minutiae of planning when he acquainted himself with the 

merits of a Genoese sponge (as opposed to another cake 

batter) as the basis of the Panama hat cake for the school’s 

120th birthday celebration! A sense of humour is one of 

his attributes.

Gordon was the Managing Director of Livingston Leandy, a 

prominent Durban law firm, yet gave unstintingly of his time 

to Durban Girls’ College. An avid sportsman, he attended 

and supported numerous sports matches and was one of 

the drivers in ensuring that College installed an Astroturf. He 

also scouted for prospective talented hockey players with 

an unerring eye. Gordon received representative colours in 

hockey, tennis and athletics during his school career, earned 

a full blue and captained the University of Natal Hockey 

Team. He holds a President’s Award for his contribution to 

hockey, having represented KwaZulu-Natal and South Africa 

Under 21 and also serving as a national selector for South 

African men’s and women’s hockey.

After completing his schooling at Maritzburg College, 

Gordon went on to graduate with a BA LLB cum laude as 

the top law student. During his professional career as an 

attorney and notary public, he served on the Durban Legal 

Circle Committee, the KZN Law Society Assessment Panel 

and the KZN Law Society Disciplinary Panel. He was the 

recipient of a Lifetime Award from the KZN Law Society. He 

also gave of his time lecturing at the University of KwaZulu-

Natal and in legal education for the Law Society as well 

as serving on the panel of examiners for the Attorneys 

Admission Examinations.

The Highway Hospice benefited from his altruism and he served 

as their Chairman.

Fellow Board members clearly recall one board meeting on 

a Durban summer’s day to which Gordon walked from his 

offices in the city as there was a problem with transport! 

Gordon ‘lived’ College - its progress and well-being - and 

strived ceaselessly to keep the school at the forefront of 

education. He understood its ethos – perhaps because he 

was married to an Old Girl, Fiona (nee Donnelly), who is 

currently a valued senior teacher. He ensured that the vision 

of the school at that time – to be a world-class South African 

school – came to fruition.

“His strong leadership style as well as 

a fierce commitment to the school, led 

to his appointment as the Chairman 

in 1998.”
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It was the supply of sandwiches by a day boy 

to a boarder at Maritzburg College which 

changed the course of history at Durban 

Girls’ College. Gordon Pentecost and Ken 

Elliott were school friends – Gordon being 

the day boy. When DGC was searching for 

a new head, Gordon called in the favour 

and his friend Ken Elliott took the helm as the 

first man to head the 125 year-old school.

In the words of erstwhile headmistress 

Gwen Williams: “Gordon Pentecost has the 

deepest commitment to the school and an 

extraordinary knowledge of the people and 

happenings here”. Gordon stepped down 

as Chairman in May, 2004. He continued 

to serve College as a trustee until 2013.

He has, undoubtedly, brought honour to 

the school and it is fitting that his name be 

engraved on the Galleon Awardee board.

In 1997 the Board of Governors of 

Durban Girls’ College initiated the 

Galleon Award. This award serves to 

honour those members of the College 

family who have served above and 

beyond the call of duty or have 

brought honour to the school by their 

achievements or actions.

In this way, Durban Girls’ College will 

record their contribution for the future 

generations to know of their service to 

the school.

THE AWARD IS DIVIDED INTO  

TWO CATEGORIES:

The Galleon Benefactors’ Award 

is conferred on those individuals 

who have made a difference to 

DGC through giving of their time 

or financial donations. The Galleon 

Old Girls’ Achievement Award is 

conferred on those Old Girls who 

have brought honour to DGC by 

their achievements. This award is 

conferred on Founders’ Day.
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MEET OUR

Parents’ Association

A warm welcome to our AGM, to Mrs Bailey, members of the 

Parents’ Association and parents.

This meeting represents the end of my six-year term on the 

Parents’ Association, having previously served as Secretary 

and with the last year serving in the role of Chairman. There is 

an opportunity to review, not just the past year of our activities, 

but the PA’s role and relevance in the school structure.

As was stated by our previous Chairman at last year’s AGM, 

and serving as a useful reminder to all of us, the PA operates 

within the objectives as set out by our Constitution, which 

is ratified by the BOG. Since 2016, the committee was re-

structured into a collection of portfolios to reflect our focus and 

interest areas. Our meeting agenda reflects this and includes 

the portfolios of Liaison, Communication, Environmental 

(Green School Status), MySchool Card, College Quarters 

Finance, College House, and Rites of Passage.

As representatives of parent stakeholders, the PA is an integral 

link in the school governance structure between parents 

and the Executive and Board of Governors. The PA ensures 

we have all phases of the school represented and that a PA 

Phase parent links us to the respective parent body via the 

effective and efficient class liaison parent network. Since formal 

implementation, this structure has been bedded down and 

serves as a useful link between the grades, heads of phase 

and PA. Going forward, I see that this structure can add even 

greater value in terms of meaningful communication as well as 

on a practical note to assist the PA at events and other activities. 

Last year, we also recognised the work of the Old Girls’ Guild. 

There is much synergy between to the two structures, and Taryn 

Hompes joined the PA in an ex-officio capacity.

As an extension of this desire for efficient connectivity 

between the school and parents, and particularly relevant in 

a constantly changing digital environment, a Communication 

Portfolio on the PA arose. This portfolio has not been without 

its challenges and there is still much work to be done. 

Communication is a key success factor in a school, both 

internally and externally, to current parents and potential 

parents. I hope that this will be remain a focus area for the 

school and that the PA can make a positive contribution in 

this portfolio. As a committee, we feel we have much to 

offer by way of insights, ideas as well as the communication 

network which all make for effective communication. 

Enhanced liaison with the Marketing Department as well 

as the learner’s Marketing Committee is vital. Thank you to 

Michelle Lewis for all her efforts in this area.

Environmental and Recycling, the Green School Status, 

continues to be a strategy that we believe in. It is an 

opportunity slow to be embraced at any significant scale by 

DGC for a range of reasons, but work continues in this area. 

We do think an environmental awareness and operational 

participation (with the side effect of raising funds) should be 

an entrenched practice and ethos of our school, beyond the 

current ‘Club’ level, visible and demonstrable that DGC is a 

“good corporate citizen”. Thanks go to Khushma Mehta who 

has tried to champion this worthy cause.

We continue to support College House as an extension of 

our school offering. The home from home for our boarders 

is a wonderful facility. Not only does the PA make use of 

College House for occasional meetings, we also encourage 

the grade parents to make use of the location for grade coffee 

mornings and parent functions. We also have a PA College 

House representative on the Committee and my thanks go to 

Leigh Corbett for all her hard work in providing this liaison.

The College Quarters fund, continues to grow with 25% of 

all our moneys raised being ring-fenced and make available 

as in-reach assistance to support girls that would otherwise 

be unable to participate in school activities, outings and 

tours due to financial constraints. We have a formal process 

and policy of how this fund is accessed. Requests for funding 

are dealt with by the EXCO, independently of the PA, which 

ensures confidentiality and transparency.

Finance is ably managed by our Treasurer, Feroza 

Joossub, who is also the administrator of College Quarters, 

our investment planner and responsible for our fiscal 
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accountability. The treasurer processes the ‘Wish Lists’ we 

receive from the school which are request for financial 

support in the school.

We have taken the position of supporting what we believe 

are ‘the nice-to-have’, not the items we consider to be part 

of the school budget, assets, fundamentals required for the 

school to operate so therefore accounted for within our 

school fees. It is against this definition that we assess the 

Wish Lists and decide on where to give support.

The details are contained in the Financial Report presented, 

and Feroza will discuss this in more detail a bit later. As at 

31 December 2018, we have contributed to topical guest 

speakers, the JP Tree, girl.talk@dgc sponsorship, Rites of 

Passage, World Teacher Appreciation Day, social media 

talks, a Grade 9 Awareness programme (pilot) and our 

Rites of Passage Gifts to the girls. We considered the 2019 

Wish Lists requests at the end of last year, and there will be 

additional spend this year for requested items. We previously 

supported a Teacher Wellness progress programme before 

this was stopped (not by us) a few years ago. This has been 

reintroduced for 2019.

The Rites of Passage Gifts mark the school occasions held at 

the beginning and end of each school phase. This building 

and reinforcing of tradition and sense of community is 

important to us - as parents we take pleasure in sharing each 

other’s daughters milestones. College branded teddy bears, 

College Girl beaded Key Rings, Grade Photos, Gift Bags and 

finally as one departs Grade 12 – a DGC silver Galleon are 

some of our contributions. These mementos, and recognition 

of the different milestones, are looked forward to by the girls 

and parents alike. This is a big undertaking and I am very 

appreciative of the hard work put in by Tracy Hampson who 

oversees the portfolio as well as Theroshnie Kisten.

The MySchool Card is an area that we will continue to build 

as a passive means of income. The opportunities for growth 

here are open-ended as we can grow both our extended 

families as contributors, plus promote swiping. This was 

taken on by Karen Jones and Trisha Parshotam; and there 

has been good progress made in the past year in terms of 

awareness, and additional campaigns. This initiative needs 

to be supported to ensure a passive income for the school, 

rather than the pressure of additional fund-raising.

PA events are the things we do that the girls and parents 

experience as fun - wonderful occasions where the members 

of the PA together with the network of class parents make 

a huge effort to add to our daughters’ school life, build 

memory and traditions and enhance community spirit.

Our school year begins with a PA hosted breakfast at 

College House for all the class liaison parents, introducing 

them to the PA and the years’ events ahead.

A big shift towards family events has resulted in much more 

fun and a broader participation. The JP and SP Family Movie 

and Picnic is a highlight on the calendar. Thank you to Leigh 

Corbett and the team for her superhuman contribution to this 

successful event.

Our Matric parents’ Cocktail Party is held on the night of 

the Matric Dance. This function is a wonderful give-back to 

the Matric Parents and is a fitting end to the stressful process 

of dresses, hair and nails. Thank you to Michelle Lewis and 

Helen Stichelbout for putting this together year after year, 

with apparent consummate ease.

Together, with the Old Girls’ Guild, we hosted a tea to 

express gratitude towards our teachers on World Teacher 

Appreciation Day. At the year-end, we acknowledge the 

school leadership, their administrative staff and grounds 

support staff that assist in our events and facilities logistics. I 

can’t tell you how many teachers and staff make contact with 

us afterwards to say thank you.

As the outgoing Chair, I support and endorse that parents 

need to be viewed as partners to the school on a variety 

of matters. In this fast-changing world, we need to have 

meaningful (and sometimes difficult) conversations. We have 

a common purpose in wanting what is best for our daughters 

and for this wonderful school.

Mrs Bailey, my thanks to you for your support, our very open 

and honest conversations and for listening. Please extend 

my thanks to the Executive as well as to Melanie Bruwer and 

Kelley Litkie for their assistance.

It remains for me to thank the Committee. There can be no 

question of the dedication, commitment, skills and expertise 

our Committee has. Everyone leads busy lives, but you give 

of your best, time and time again. I have loved getting to 

know you all. I must say a special thank you to Feroza 

Joossub – when I grow up I want to be like you. I don’t 

know what I would have done without you. And thank you to 

Jackie Psannis for stepping into the Secretary role in this past 

year and for all your support. I am delighted to hand the PA 

over to the very capable Karen Jones. Karen, I wish you all 

the best in your Chairmanship.

Despite the challenges, it has been so much fun. And the 

single best part has been working with all of you, getting 

to know, you and counting you as friends. Thank you to 

all of you. I hope that you know that in me you have an 

ardent supporter of the PA and the school as we continue 

our journey together.

Bronwyn Blades
PA Chair 2017/2018
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WELCOME TO OUR

Junior Primary

“Jack called his mother, and they 

both gazed in silent wonder at the 

Beanstalk, which was not only of 

great height, but was thick enough to 

bear Jack’s weight. I wonder where it 

ends, said Jack to his mother; I think 

I will climb up and see”. 
– Jack and the Beanstalk by Steven Kellogg

This year, we planted many seeds in the Junior Primary. Each 

seed a goal, a new beginning, a beanstalk. As our beanstalks 

have grown, our girls have been like Jack, eager to explore 

new and exciting spaces and make their own discoveries. 

We are so proud of our beautiful Learning Lounge, Creation 

Station and Sherwood Tree that were introduced this year. 

We are also delighted with the progress seen in our Thinking 

Skills programme, and application of ‘growth mindset’. 

Our beanstalks have grown beautifully and are ready for 

climbing! We hope our girls will continue to explore all these 

wonderful facilities and opportunities for learning, and never 

stop trying to reach the top.

The Junior Primary was built where the Sherwood Forest 

once stood. This year we welcomed back the Sherwood Tree 

and it now stands proudly in the centre of the foyer. Each 

morning we hear shrieks of laughter permeating through our 

school, as the girls gather around and under the tree, playing 

happily together before their school day commences. It 

provides opportunities for connection, imagination and fun. 

At the start of 2018, we opened the doors to our Learning 

Lounge and Creation Station. These innovative learning 

spaces have enhanced our 21st Century globally relevant 

curriculum, which is driven by pupil engagement and 

collaboration. Our pupils are excited, curious learners who 

enjoy exploring, creating, thinking and problem-solving in 

these spaces on their out-of-the-classroom, Creative Days.

The ‘growth mindset’ underpins all learning in the Junior 

Primary. Our Thinking Skills programme, incorporating critical 

and creative thinking, collaboration and communication, has 

provided our girls with thinking strategies, techniques and a 

“tool kit” that enriches learning.

Thinking Maps and de Bono’s Thinking Hats are used in 

a practical and purposeful way, making learning more 

meaningful. Robotics and coding have kept us on our toes! 

The introduction of the Bee Bots, Mouse Bots and Coda 

pillar has ensured that everyone is learning, including the 

teachers! Next year will see the introduction of Speros.

When we look at our Junior Primary, we see girls who have 

excelled in the classroom, done so well at sport, performed 

confidently in the school play, ‘Telling Tales’, been part of the 

choir and marimba bands and have embraced our College 

Cares programme with great passion. Their constant care for 

others less fortunate is commendable.

Our girls are all very special. They have had lots of fun this 

year. They have worked hard, played hard and always given 

of their best. Not only are they climbing the beanstalks of the 

Junior Primary, but are also growing themselves. “From little 

seeds grow mighty trees”; we know that one day they will 

become significant women.

Page 18 | Junior Primary www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon 2018



A special thank you to the creative staff that inspire me every day.

In closing, some advice from our Sherwood Tree:

•	 Stand	tall	and	proud
•	 Go	out	on	a	limb
•	 Remember	your	roots
•	 Drink	plenty	of	water
•	 Be	content	with	your	natural	beauty
•	 Enjoy	the	view

Carol-Anne Conradie
Head of Junior Primary

Junior Primary Staff

Row 3: Tamryn Price, Sue Verster, Angela Scruby, Caitlyn Fisher (Intern), Paige du Plessis,  

Ashleigh Wesner (Intern), Jamie du Plessis, Wilma van Niekerk

Row 2: Gabriela Cipriani (Intern), Belinda Brodie, Rene Bowyer, Lesley Coull, Hlengiwe Zwane, Lavinia Kast

Row 1: Anthea Large, Thandi Zondo, Marianne Bailey, Carol-Anne Conradie, Chantal Langley, Kate Collins, Lesley Deg

Absent: Shenae Thompson (Intern)
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New Beginnings
2018 marked the year of New Beginnings in our school! With this came a fresh opportunity to move forward and embrace life 

and learning in a different way - a 21st Century way!

Our Junior Primary has used space creatively, incorporating innovative and flexible learning spaces. The metaphors of a 

‘campfire’, ‘waterhole’ and ‘cave’ are incorporated in the architectural design of these areas, and cater for differentiated 

learning, enhancing individual learning styles. 

The introduction of the Creation Station and the Learning Lounge have enabled an out-of-the classroom day, which has enriched 

our curriculum. Our focus is to develop thinking skills in each pupil and to extend their creativity, critical thinking, collaboration, 

communication, co-operation and citizenship by equipping them with the necessary learning ‘tools’.

“I continue to believe that if children are given the necessary tools  

to succeed, they will succeed beyond their wildest dreams”. 
– Davis Witter
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Grade	00	is	a	special	place	at	Durban	Girls’	College.	It	is	where	our	youngest	girls	have	their	own	space,	geared	to	the	way	
four and five year olds learn. This year they have learned to share, take turns and role play. They have baked, painted, climbed, 

dressed up, dug in the sandpit and raced around the cycle track on tricycles. Thinking Maps have been incorporated into the 

day to solve problems, see relationships and order knowledge. Opportunities to develop motor skills have been abundant, with 

swimming, rhythmic gym and ball skills being offered every week. 

Learning	through	play	has	been	key	to	the	all-round	development	of	the	happy	and	confident	girls	of	Grade	00	2018.

Mrs Lesley Deg
Grade 00 Teacher

Grade 00
2018 REPORT

Grade 00 D

Row 3: Zaina Abram, Elle Neilson, Ezinhle Ngema, Alexis Gainsford, Hannah Soomar, Yara Rajcomar

Row 2: Miara Singh, Bhavya Gounder, Mrs Hlengiwe Zwane (Teacher Assistant), Kelsi Jansen van Rensburg,  

Mrs Lesley Deg, Varya Gounden, Ahalya Singh

Row 1: Scarlett Schoeman, Chloe Venter, Alaia Moosa, Reine Chapman, Zarrah Solwa, Amelia Hall

Absent: Almaas Esssa, Ellie Rosenberg, Juliette Petit

“Play is the highest form of research”. – Albert Einstein
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A Grade R Goodbye

How the year just goes,

Head, shoulders, knees and toes.

Shapes and colours, ABC’s,

Taking turns and 123’s.

Toothless smiles, hugs and giggles,

Circle time and lots of wiggles.

Wooden blocks and dress-up clothes,

Learning how a flower grows.

Painting, baking and first-time friends,

Thinking days like these won’t end.

Grade R is done before you know it.

No one sadder than these poets.

Like a butterfly, time has flown,

You have learnt and you have grown.

Tiny chairs give way to desks,

Homework, maths and spelling tests.

So as you take off now, spread your wings,

Soar to new heights, learn new things.

Just remember as you do,

Your Grade R teachers are very proud of you.

Mrs Angela Scruby and  

Miss Jamie du Plessis
Grade R Teachers

Grade R
2018 REPORT
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Grade R S

Row 3: Zareen Mahomed, Maariyah Malek, Sihle Zulu, Aurora Ingram, Sophie Rosenberg, Peyton Otto

Row 2: Lwandlekazi Dano, Michal Dogan, Miss Gabriela Cipriano (Intern), Juhi Jogessar, Mrs Angela Scruby, Aarya Maharaj, Zara Essack

Row 1: Sanaa Peer, Sphesihle Madonsela, Taylor Thompson

Absent: Naomi Huang

Grade R D

Row 3: Thandokuhle Mathibeli, Taylor Friis, Genevieve McKenzie, Thoriso Motshegoa, Fathima Motala, Hannah Sigamoney

Row 2: Ayesha Paruk, Maryam Solwa, Miss Gabriela Cipriano (Intern), Zahraa Randeree, Miss Jamie du Plessis, Savana Terreblanche, Summer Van Biljon

Row 1: Diyana Pillay, Nuha Ismail, Anya Ramkissoon, Te’ia Singh

Absent: Sarah Schofield
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Grade R and 00 Production 2018 “Siya Ka Gogo”
‘Siya	Ka	Gogo’	was	the	theme	for	the	Grade	R	and	00	production	this	year.	The	journey	to	find	‘Gogo’	was	one	filled	with	
song, dance and music. After learning about wild animals in class, the girls enjoyed bringing the various animals to life in 

front of an audience. The girls’ enthusiasm and excitement on the stage was a delight to watch!

Mrs Angela Scruby and Miss Jamie du Plessis (Grade R Teachers), Mrs Lesley Deg (Grade 00 Teacher), 

Mrs Sue Verster (Music Teacher)
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Grade 1
2018 REPORT

There were many firsts for Grade 1 in 2018.

Here are 18 of them:

1. Hat Ceremony – a Rite of Passage - we were so excited to 

receive our white Panama hat.

2. The fairy made an appearance and delivered some letters 

which added to the enthusiasm for reading.

3. Learning to read – by the end of 2018, we could read  

like stars!

4. Creative days – we relished our time out of the classroom and 

being creative.

5. Afrikaans – my liggaam, kleure en ons familie stamboom.

6.	 Gala	–	from	inter-house	to	inter-schools	and	even	swimming	
against the boys!

7. Bird Park – a very interesting show of ‘Flight’.

8. Music Module – we had the opportunity to learn the beat of 

marimbas and djembe drums. 

9. Thinking Maps – we had fun collaborating whilst learning 

about the 8 maps.

10. Science Dome – what an experience ‘flying through space’.

11. Book Character day – such exciting characters arrived  

at school.

12. Show and Tell – experiments, scary pets and many more!

13. Clifton Spring Day – our annual play-date with our brothers.

14. Hockey matches – what a great team sport to learn to play.

15. Mermaid Beth – what a wonderful morning listening to a 

creature from the sea.

16. The Play – “Telling Tales”, what a wonderful memory of 

“Zairies”	and	“Buffalo	and	Zulu	Girls”.

17. Sports Day – inter-house comradery amongst speedy runners.

18. Love and Laughter – what a fantastic first year of  

formal schooling. 

Mrs Paige du Plessis and Mrs Kate Collins 
Grade 1 Teachers

‘You’re off to great places

Today is your day!

Your mountain is waiting,  

so get on you way!’ Dr. Seuss
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Grade 1 D

Row 3: Drisana Bangeni, Luthando Ndimande, Cristina van der Walt, Aphelele Sibeta, Sofia Peer, Nicola Jiran, Phumelela Dyasi, Jai’vani Pillay

Row 2: Sayuri Mahabeer, Ziani van der Merwe, Olivia Lewis, Mrs Ashleigh Wesner (Intern), Charlie Böhmke,  

Mrs Paige du Plessis, Alexia Mitchell, Faatima Paruk, Sena Bhana

Row 1: Ava Napier, Mohini Naidoo, Chloe Boulle, Phumelele Mbhele, Nolwazi Madondo 

Absent: Sophia Romashkova

Grade 1 C

Row 3: Hope Mufamadi, Rosemary McCormick, Saanvi Ramtohul, Bailey Maduray, Yara Paruk, Ella Schoeman,  

Jamila Hanson, Ilhaam Moosa, Victoria Scott, Isabella Maré 

Row 2: Hanna Solwa, Olivia Price, Scarlett Voss, Sonali Naidoo, Mrs Kate Collins, Frankie Horn, Georgia Wood, Nokukhanya Mthethwa, Kashmira Naidoo

Row 1: Scarlett Evans, Ila Panchpersadh, Mackenzie Holmes, Haseena Randeree, Romana Gangat, Ruhi Misser
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Grade 2
2018 REPORT

In	a	nutshell,	the	Grade	2	Class	of	2018	was	fabulous.

We squeezed so much into an exciting year. The ‘Not All 

Heroes Wear Capes’ theme explored courage, kindness 

and empathy that culminated with visiting schools involved 

in painting a giant collaborative emoji canvas with ‘Beach 

and Bush’, outside on the field. The wedding of Harry and 

Meghan lent itself to our Royal Theme. Our princesses 

celebrated with a High Tea of cucumber sandwiches and 

cream scones at a rather fancy table, on the Junior Primary 

verandah. Sarah Crew’s steadfast determination to remain 

positive, no matter what the circumstances, was the message 

we took from our ‘A Little Princess’ literary theme. In the fourth 

term we learnt so much as we explored some wonderful 

festivals belonging to the diverse cultures represented at 

our school. It was heartening to see the girls’ eagerness to 

embrace and understand one another’s beliefs. 

The musical ability displayed by all the girls during their 

Marimba, Violin, Recorder and Djembe Music Modules each 

term, was most encouraging. 

Our dads thoroughly enjoyed being present during the Fathers’ 

Day Assembly choral verse recital, singing and sharing of 

special messages. Not to be outdone, our mums spent a 

lovely morning, successfully beading clever little Christmas 

tree decorations with their daughters later in the year.

The elderly residents at MOTHWA Haven, were extremely 

grateful to receive the very generous donations of winter 

woollies, Valentine treats, much-needed toiletries and Christmas 

goodies	throughout	the	year.	Our	Durban	Girls’	College	families	
are inordinately kind.

It was a busy, happy year. Much learning took place, special 

friendships were formed and our girls are now ready to take 

on	the	challenges	of	Grade	3.	

Mrs Lesley Coull and Mrs Chantal Langley
Grade 2 Teachers
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Grade 2 L

Row 3: Ella Wellbeloved, Farah Kariel, Zaria Moodley, Emily Alder, Zahra Abdulla, Razina Ismail, Diviya Dhaver, Ella Edgley

Row 2: Kelsey Naicker, Hannah Essack, Ms Gabriela Cipriano (Intern), Julia Firth, Mrs Chantal Langley, Zahra Dawood, Jaina Pillay

Row 1: Ella Edmondson, Abelo Maziya, Alexia Otto, Sage Bauer, Jemima Parry, Emily Agar, Hannah Joosab

Absent: Nonjabulo Khumalo, Lauren Lightfoot, Ayakha Madikizela

Grade 2 C

Row 3: Naledi Gabanakgosi, Hope Briscoe, Saheli Bhayroo, Hanna Arbee, Holly Cadman, Anamika Rajcoomar, Zoie Sibeta, Chevanthi Moonsamy

Row 2: Sarah Uys, Hannah Moosa, Miss Caitlyn Fisher (Intern), Neha Parshotam, Mrs Lesley Coull, Leah Kent, Layyana Jeewa

Row 1: Daliya Sarkhot, Safiyya Osman, Dahlia Kajee, Kanyisa Bophela, Diya Gounder, Palesa Myataza, Isla McDonald

Absent: Chloe Pomakov
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Grade 3
2018 REPORT

As the year draws to an end, we take the opportunity to 

reflect on the little girls we have been fortunate to teach, and 

the impact they have had on our lives. 2018 has been busy, 

crazy at times, but always fun.

We started the year in the heat of January, with many 

nervous little faces. Valentine’s Day, in February, was like 

a mini Christmas in our department! Biscuits were baked 

and iced, cards exchanged and the teachers showered in 

chocolates! The best part of this celebration being the Junior 

Primary Choir singing at Entabeni Hospital. Many patients 

enjoyed the appearance of Mrs Verster, Mrs Zondo and their 

angelic little girls.

The second term came and we visited Eduventures. There 

were some anxious moms but the girls were ready to take on 

the world! What a wonderful outing and it certainly was one 

of the highlights of our year. The girls matured, bonded and 

came home tired, dirty and happy.

The isiZulu Festival was a huge part of our third term. The 

girls dressed up in traditional outfits, climbed onto buses and 

headed for Clifton. It was exciting for our girls to listen to 

the marimbas and interact with the boys. Samp, phuthu and 

curry was enjoyed by all, at the end of a beautiful day.

As the fourth term dawned, our thoughts were guided by the 

entrepreneurial programme introduced for the first time in 

the Junior Primary. The girls planned, created and shopped! 

Goodies	were	 packaged	and	 sold	 at	 an	 alarming	 speed.	
What a colourful event!

The	year	ended	with	the	Grade	3	Family	Breakfast.	The	girls	
received their hat keyring from the PA, ran through the tunnel 

formed by the JP girls, and blew bubbles signifying the end 

of their Junior Primary years. On completion of this Rites of 

Passage activity, the girls, hugged their teachers, shed a few 

tears and bid farewell to 2018.

Goodbye Grade 3 2018, thank you for a 

wonderful year!

Mrs Belinda Brodie and Mrs Tamryn Price
Grade 3 Teachers
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Grade 3 P

Row 3: Tatum Naidoo, Dalia Lockhat, Lydia Pearson, Arwen Castle, Cassandra Lewis, Gabriella Iweka, Aaqeelah Patel, Sophie Scott

Row 2: Milla Ramkissoon, Nikita Scruby, Ms Caitlyn Fisher (Intern), Kaisara Pillay, Mrs Tamryn Price, Sameeha Jeewa, Arya Parbhoo

Row 1: Vidya Gangaram, Alexia Hitchings, Jayani Proheea, Gabriella Wood, Bailey Napier, Mila Fouché, Lerato Mathibeli 

Grade 3 B

Row 3: Mia Mckenna, Nhlalwenhle Sibeko, Torey Adams, Darsha Munasur, Juliette Lockyear, Josephine Macduff, Gabriela Rimmon, Fari’ah Vally

Row 2: Lilly Roberts, Jasmina Gokal, Mrs Belinda Brodie, Zayyana Arbee, Miss Caitlin Fisher (Intern), Mawande Mchunu, Dwalalethu Ntuli

Row 1: Saryana Kesaru-Anthony, Ami Janse Van Rensburg, Inge Janse Van Rensburg, Jade Selikow, Kyra Jacobs, Manahill Shahid

Absent: Lia Primich
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Junior Primary Production, 
“Telling Tales”

Our Junior Primary Production, Telling Tales, was a cleverly 

adapted Proudly South African story about a returning 

ex-pat family enjoying a holiday in a game reserve in 

KwaZulu-Natal and the city of Durban. 

The girls were stars and each one had their moment to 

shine. Everyone had a role to play and the essence of 

Africa was bought to life by many colourful characters, 

vibrant costumes, catchy songs and enthusiastic dancers. 

“Coming together is a beginning, 

keeping together is progress; 

working together is success”. 

Edward Everett Hale.
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Junior Primary Choir

Row 7: Lia Primich, Lydia Pearson, Arwen Castle, Cassandra Lewis, Dalia Lockhat, Darsha Munasur, Gabriela Rimmon. 

Row 6: Lilly Roberts, Holly Cadman, Anamika Rajcoomar, Mia McKenna, Tatum Naidoo,  

Zaria Moodley, Kaisara Pillay, Nhlalwenhle Sibeko, Zoie Sibeta, Emily Alder

Row 5: Jaina Pillay, Neha Parshotam, Naledi Gabnakgosi, Diviya Dhaver, Ella Edgley, Cristina van der Walt,  

Arya Parboo, Isla McDonald, Emily Agar, Julia Firth, Sage Bauer

Row 4: Isabella Maré, Saanvi Ramtohul, Hope Mufamadi, Nicola Jiran, Chloe Pomakov, Drisana Bangeni,  

Alexia Mitchell, Victoria Scott, Dwalalethu Ntuli, Saryana Kersaru-Anthony

Row 3: Jemima Parry, Jayani Proheea, Sarah Uys, Kelsey Naiker, Rosemary McCormick, Vidya Gangaram,  

Sonali Naidoo, Kyra Jacobs, Sophia Romashokova, Zahra Dawood

Row 2: Jasmina Gokal, Sophie Scott, Mrs Thandi Zondo, Bailey Napier, Mrs Sue Verster,  

Milla Ramkisoon, Mrs Dana Hadjiev, Juliette Lockyear, Lerato Mathibeli

Row 1: Ila Panchpersadh, Mackenzie Holmes, Sayuri Mahabeer, Layyana Jeewa, Olivia Price,  

Mila Fouché, Palesa Myataza, Olivia Lewis, Khanyisa Bophela, Daliya Sarkhot, Hannah Joosab

Absent: Nolwazi Madondo, Hope Briscoe
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Junior Primary Marimba Band

Row 4: Ella Edgeley, Mia Mckenna, Sophie Scott, Torey Adams, Josephine Macduff, Bailey Napier, Nhlalwenhle Sibeko, Zoie Sibeta 

Row 3: Hannah Essack, Isla McDonald, Alexis Otto, Abelo Maziya, Chevanthi Moonsamy, Naledi Gabanakgosi, Ella Edmondson, Jaina Pillay 

Row 2: Zayyana Arbee, Arwen Castle, Lydia Pearson, Mrs Thandi Zondo, Cassandra Lewis, Lia Primich, Arya Parbhoo

Row 1: Khanyisa Bophela, Kelsey Naicker, Jayani Proheea, Vidya Gangaram, Inge Jansen Van Rensburg,  

Lilly Roberts, Saryana Kesaru-Anthony, Dwalalethu Ntuli 
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WELCOME TO OUR

Senior 
Primary

Wendy: But, Peter, how do we get to Neverland?

Pan: Fly, of course!

Wendy: Fly?!

Pan: It’s easy, all you have to do is, is to...  

 huh! That’s funny…

Wendy: What’s the matter, don’t you know?

Pan: Oh sure, it’s just that I have never  

 thought about it before. Say, That’s it!  

 Think a wonderful thought!

Wendy: What if I fall?

Pan: Oh, but what if you fly?

– Peter Pan

Pan is one of those elusive and alluring characters that has 

always intrigued me; a non-conformist, a dreamer. It was 

particularly pertinent then, that our Grade 7 play this year 

honed in on the enchanting story of the Darling children and 

their adventures with Peter Pan.

Pan, an Arcadian shepherd god in mythology, was a 

nourisher. Vedic references of guardianship and nature form 

part of the history of this interesting character. But is it the 

qualities of pushing the envelope, of defying the expected 

that are of real interest to me. 

The Senior Primary and the emergent energy found in 

our phase epitomises this. 2018 was the year for the 

‘possibility and promise of yet’; the theme that challenged 

us all - girls, parents and teachers, alike. Focus on strengths 

as a means of addressing challenges required a mind-set 

shift, a Growth Mindset. 

Some small adjustments created significant changes; Google 

Classroom as a platform for teaching, Robotics and Coding, 

SeeSaw, Flipgrid, Hyperdocs, Kahoot, and to come… 

Grammarly…. many more apps, have revolutionised our 

teaching and learning spaces. It is not unusual to dodge 

Sphero balls or see Dash and Dot darting in between 

furniture in the corridors. The iPad roll-out for Grade 6s in 

2019 and Grade 5s next will create the scaffolding and 

depth for this engagement.

The ‘can do’ energy emanating from our girls as well as from 

teaching staff has nothing short of humbled me. Five-ten year 

strategic projects include overhauling teaching and learning 

spaces benefiting all the girls at College.

Our girls have achieved extraordinarily well in a number 

of external benchmarks. In the IEB Grade 7 MATCH Testing 

Series, only 4 pupils across all schools, achieved in the top 

band in Paper 2. Two were from College, including the top 

result. In the Horizon Maths competition, 51 000 Grade 5, 6 

and 7 pupils from all over South Africa participated. Eighteen 

College girls were placed in the top 200 including the overall 

KZN and National winner - a feat not only for the girls but 

a mathematical journey navigated by all our maths teachers 

who play a pivotal role from Grade 4 through to Grade 7. 

There are many stories like this but, for me, it’s not about 

these ‘external determiners’: To have wings is one thing, to 

believe that you can fly, is quite another. We revert to Pan.

The reasons birds can fly and we can’t is 

simply because they have perfect faith. For to 

have faith is to have wings. – Peter Pan

Belief in oneself is crucial to success. For others to believe in 

your ability is the pivotal caveat. My thanks go to a wonderful 

teaching staff - my Amazing Team. We have struggled, we 

have grown, and we’ve wept and laughed. I honour your 

dedication to and investment in our girls. You give all of 

yourselves. You inspire me every day. 

We welcome Miss Wendy Laatz who will be joining us as 

Head of the Senior Primary next year. God’s richest blessings 

as you take up this very special post (I’m biased - I know!).

And now, ‘my’ girls. I know that that reference may irritate 

some, but it is difficult to quantify just how special you ladies 
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Senior Primary Staff

Row 3: Dana Hadjiev, Monique Galliers-Ward, Angela White, Leigh Holland, Jacqui du Preez, Terri Langton, Julie Bresler

Row 2: Dale Charter, Silvia Grunow, Mercia De Welzen, Julianne Boonzaaier, Bongi Dlamini, Sarah Ferreira, Claire Keyworth, Michelle Edgcumbe

Row 1: Stella Ngcobo, Shirley Chapman, Marianne Bailey (Executive Head), Lynne van Dellen (Head of  Senior Primary),  

Beverley Campbell (HOD Academics), Estelle Jordaan, Noreen Tweddell 

Absent: Erin Naude (HOD Student Affairs)

are to me. The way your eyes light up when you smile to greet 

me in the mornings make every challenge manageable. I 

learn from each of you. Your unaffected openness is a lesson 

for every adult in your life. 

Children are adaptable. They move on. They have far fewer 

hang-ups than we adults and they are ready for flight. I often 

feel we sometimes hold them back. Despite the complicated 

societal, cultural, political, and even religious norms and 

lenses through which we view life, our girls are from a 

different space, a different time. Perhaps a simple and firm 

moral and ethical compass goes a long way in preparing 

them to face the world. Be kind, be authentic and do not be 

afraid to fail.

Grade 7s... you are my first intake of Grade 4s. We have 

walked the Primary School journey together. Risk, trust and 

try and try again. As young women, believe in friendship 

and have faith.

To our parents, thank you for your trust in the school and 

honouring the expertise found within its walls. Often our 

perception and experience of school is formed by our own 

school days. School is very different to the way we all 

experienced it. Parents did not venture over the threshold! 

Communication was via handwritten letters, or the odd 

phone call. Teaching ‘at’ children was the norm, you got 

a hiding if you did not sit still. Now children direct their 

learning. They play an active role in the way they learn. 

Levels of accountability, on all fronts, are far more rigorous 

and I encourage and endorse positive parental engagement. 

I hope you’ve enjoyed being part of the Reporting process 

this year-end. And now, as my journey at College comes to 

an end, the last words have to go to Pan: 

Never say goodbye because saying goodbye 

means going away and going away means 

forgetting – Peter Pan

College, you have a special mark indelibly inscribed in my 

heart; I shall carry you with me, always. I shan’t forget you. 

So, step on to the windowsill, with courage, and a little pixie 

dust of course – fly!

Lynne van Dellen
Head of Senior Primary
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Prize Giving
SENIOR PRIMARY 2018

GRADE 4 

MERIT CERTIFICATE FOR ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT:

Bailey Bartlett, Reyah Bhagirathi, Lily Corbett, Liyana 

Essack, Lilla Fowlds, Rinaaz Gouse, Hannah Kharwa, 

Lwandle Luthuli, Mishara Naidoo, Divya Ramklass, Ekta 

Rampersad, Diya Ramsewak, Isabella Stephenson and 

Shreya Subramoney

ACHIEVEMENT CERTIFICATES:

Diligence and Effort – Bibi Aisha Motala

Perseverance and Effort

Jingqi Lin and Gemma Ropertz

Commitment and Progress – Melody Hall 

Progress – Melissa Hulsen

Courtesy and Consideration

Isabella Stephenson 4C and Bailey Bartlett 4G

GRADE 5 

MERIT CERTIFICATE FOR ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT:

Aaliyah Asmall, Julia Butcher, Amber Curtis, Keren Curtis, 

Isabella Fletcher, Nandini Gangaram, Rebekah Hompes, 

Anika Naidoo, Nilashri Naidoo, Charlotte Phipps, Hiranya 

Pillay, Anjali Ramdhani, Imaan Siddique, Alaya Singh and 

Olivia Verster

ACHIEVEMENT CERTIFICATES:

Consistent Good Work

Milla Frederic, Sarah-Anne Pender-Smith, Sienna Psannis 

and Mychaela Uys

Perseverance and Effort

Kayla Andrews, Zukhanye Makhanya and Josie Phillips

Diligence and Positive Attitude

Lamees Ismail and Tahlia Kesaru-Anthony

Commitment and Progress

Casey Mcleod-Henderson and Aryka Naidoo

Courtesy and Consideration

Milla Frederic 5C, Erin Moodley and Lara Mervis 5D and 

Zaynah Jhetam and Nastasjia Reddy 5F

GRADE 6 

MERIT CERTIFICATE FOR ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT:

Leah Droyman, Zaara Francis, Misbah Ismail,

Mikha Maharaj, Rebecca Martin, Bethel Mesele,

Khanyanjalo Mkhwanazi and Jia Patel

ACHIEVEMENT CERTIFICATES:

Consistent Good Work – Ella Carstens, Maarya Jadwat, 

Mayuri Ramsamy and Ayesha Solwa

Perseverance and Effort

Johara Jeewa and Kate Wessels

Perseverance and Effort in Mathematics

Katelyn Dhevpal

Diligence and Positive Attitude – Isabella Mathysen

Commitment and Progress – Ntando Mhlongo

Courtesy and Consideration

Ntando Mhlongo 6B and Avumile Sibisi 6J

GRADE 7 

MERIT CERTIFICATE FOR ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT:

Zahraa Ahmed, Kira Altshuler, Zoë Grindrod, Jordan 

Hancock, Louisa Hancock, Zara Jackson, Lutfiyah Khan, 

Wellile Maziya, Zoë Pearson, Husna Randeree, Georgina 

Stephenson, Yasti Subramoney and Anna Wesselink

ACHIEVEMENT CERTIFICATES:

Consistent Good Work – Courtney Bell, Amy Chapple, 

Alexandra Francois and Sonali Mahabeer

Diligence and Positive Attitude

Fatima-Zahra Amod, Chanél de Jager,

Lisa Janse van Rensburg, Arya Mehta, Yusra Moolla, 

Aaliya Motala and Emma Thornton

Perseverance and Effort

Jessica Adams, Gabriella Benjamin, Hunter Cooper, 

Georgina Denny, Genevieve Garreau, Lavanya Gathiram, 

Amarah Mohideen and Ruby Puterman

Courtesy and Consideration

Wellile Maziya 7B, Georgina Stephenson 7C and

Fatimah Ahmed 7K
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SPECIAL PRIZES

Jennings Trophy for Perseverance – Emma Thornton

Sportswoman of the Year – Maxine Port

Bernice Gerber Trophy for English

Louisa Hancock

Excellence in English

Zahraa Ahmed, Kira Altshuler, Courtney Bell, 

Zoë Grindrod, Jordan Hancock, Zara Jackson, 

Lutfiyah Khan, Wellile Maziya, Sonali Mahabeer, 

Zoë Pearson, Husna Randeree, Georgina Stephenson and 

Yasti Subramoney and Anna Wesselink

Lia Edkins Trophy for English Non-Mother-Tongue 

Speaker – Wellile Maziya

Noreen Tweddell Trophy for Spoken English

Louisa Hancock and Zara Jackson

Dianne Stewart Trophy for Creative Writing 

Louisa Hancock

Outstanding Contribution to Debating 

Jordan Hancock and Aaliya Motala

Sue Martens Prize for Afrikaans – Danika Potgieter

Excellence in Afrikaans

Kira Altshuler, Chanél de Jager, Lisa Janse van Rensburg, 

Zara Jackson, Lutfiyah Khan, Wellile Maziya,

Marlise Pretorius, Georgina Stephenson and

Yasti Subramoney

Estelle Jordaan Trophy for Creative Writing  

in Afrikaans – Kira Altshuler

Excellence in Creative Writing in Afrikaans

Chanél de Jager, Zara Jackson, Lisa Janse van Rensburg, 

Wellile Maziya, Danika Potgieter and Marlise Pretorius.

isiZulu Trophy – Zoë Pearson

Excellence in isiZulu

Zahraa Ahmed, Louisa Hancock and Sabelo Mpanza

Jiara Rama Trophy for Zulu Non-Mother-Tongue 

Speaker – Zoë Pearson

Gwen Williams Mathematics Trophy and Prize

Zoë Pearson

Sally Goldman Problem Solving Award

Louisa Hancock, Zoë Pearson and Yasti Subramoney

Excellence in Mathematics

Zahraa Ahmed, Kira Altshuler, Alexandra Francois,

Zoë Grindrod, Jordan Hancock, Louisa Hancock,

Lutfiyah Khan, Tachiana Naicker, Georgina Stephenson 

and Yasti Subramoney

Van Wyk Trophy and Prize for Natural Sciences

Zoë Pearson

Excellence in Natural Sciences

Zahraa Ahmed, Kira Altshuler, Amy Chapple, 

Zoë Grindrod, Jordan Hancock, Louisa Hancock, Zara 

Jackson, Lutfiyah Khan, Georgina Stephenson,

Yasti Subramoney, Emma Thornton and Anna Wesselink. 

Taryn du Plessis Trophy for Social Sciences

Zoë Pearson

Congratulations to Zoë Pearson (Dux) and Louisa Hancock (Runner-up to Dux).  

Seen at our Senior Primary Prize-Giving together with Mr Grant Adams (Guest of  Honour), Mr Ken McIntosh (Chairman of  the Board of  Governors), 

Mrs Lynne van Dellen (Head of  the Senior Primary) and Mrs Marianne Bailey (Executive Head).
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Excellence in Social Sciences

Zahraa Ahmed, Kira Altshuler, Zoë Grindrod, Louisa 

Hancock, Georgina Stephenson and Yasti Subramoney

The Economic and Management Sciences Prize

Zoë Pearson

Excellence in Economic and Management Sciences

Kira Altshuler, Zoë Grindrod, Jordan Hancock, Louisa 

Hancock, Zara Jackson, Lutfiyah Khan, Husna Randeree, 

Georgina Stephenson and Yasti Subramoney

Jennifer Gaul Shield for Dedicated Service to the 

Orchestra – Chanél de Jager

The Bach Bust for Excellence in Music – Zoë Pearson

Certificate of Excellence in Music

Jaime Cockcroft and Zoë Pearson

Claire Segers Trophy for Singing – Alexandra Francois

Sandy Wingfield Visual Arts Trophy and Prize 

Stella D’Avice Certificate of Achievement for Art

Kira Altshuler, Louisa Hancock, Wellile Maziya and  

Zoë Pearson

Brenda Dey-van Heerden Trophy for Drama

Milahn Maharaj

Noreen Tweddell Trophy for Best Drama 

Performance in the Grade 7 Production, ‘Into 

Neverland’ – Ruby Puterman, Jessica Ramini and  

Madison Waller

Certificates for Outstanding Performances in the 

Grade 7 Production, ‘Into Neverland’

Milahn Maharaj and Milla Di Paolo

Dramatic Arts Certificate for Excellence in Theory 

and Practical work

Fatimah Ahmed, Kira Altshuler, Louisa Hancock, Zara 

Jackson, Arya Mehta, Zoë Pearson and Jessica Ramini

Pentecost Award for All-Round Involvement in the 

Senior Primary School

Jordan Hancock, Louisa Hancock and Zoë Pearson 

Heather Cross Trophy and Robin Coller Award for 

Good Fellowship – Kira Altshuler

Glenda Macleod Trophy for Personal Growth and 

Concern for Others – Husna Randeree and Kate Harris 

7B, Georgina Stephenson 7C and Kira Altshuler 7K

The AnnieB Award – Johara Jeewa and Olwethu Mtshali

Latimer Trophy for Courtesy and Consideration

Fatimah Ahmed

Barbara Reeves Trophy for Runner up to Dux

Louisa Hancock

Lana Lapinsky Prize for Dux of the Junior School, 

Staff Trophy for Dux and Board of Governors’ 

Scholarship for Dux of the Junior School

Zoë Pearson
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Scholarships & Bursaries
FOR GRADE 8 2019

RECIPIENT SCHOLARSHIP NAME

Sibani Cele Goss Boarding Bursary

Jenna De Jongh Edna Burford Scholarship

Storme Dunford I P Mason Scholarship

Ashley Ebing Molly Reynolds Bursary

Mahek Gandecha Ken Mackenzie Music Scholarship

Erin Girodo Dawber Memorial Bursary

Nicole Glendining E Middleton Scholarship

Abigale Guye W F Churchill Scholarship

Hannah Hargroves Goss Boarding Bursary

Esihle Ntonga William Palmer Scholarship

Victoria Parkes Ken Mackenzie Music Scholarship

Jenna Reardon Rayner Trust Bursary

Tannah Smith C E James Scholarship

Oratile Twala Frank Reynolds Bursary

Roxy-Leigh Utermark Gladys Niven Bursary

Anna Wise George Carter Scholarship

Jessica Adams Molly Reynolds Bursary

Hunter Cooper Heather Cross Memorial Bursary

Chanél de Jager Ken Mackenzie Music Scholarship

Milla di Paolo Ken Mackenzie Music Scholarship

Zoë Pearson Madge Greenacre Scholarship

Maxine Port Edna Burford Scholarship

Marlise Pretorius Phyllis Child Scholarship

Yasti Subramoney Margaret Christison Scholarship
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Grade 4
2018 REPORT

Hooray, hooray 
On the first day 
With teachers openhearted 
Grade 3, we departed.

We started off the year with “I’m scared, oh no, I don’t want to go!” 
We entered the classroom with our parents at our side, 
We had a scared, but confident walk in our stride.
 
With interesting subjects 
We learnt all about the republics 
Our friends we adored 
The school we explored. 

Letting our imagination burst 
Making our dreams come first 
We flew through outer space 
We grew like plants that will leave a trace.  

We were floored by the vibration of the bell
When we heard that we were going to Shakaland Hotel
Shakaland was really cool, 
With such bravery we swam in the freezing cold pool.

Roman Day was an absolute blast
The day flew by way too fast 
Making catapults was our favourite activity 
Because we used all of our creativity.
 
On Readathon Day we read to the grade nines 
And some books crept up our spines 
We dressed up as book characters 
And some of us flew down banisters. 

The pirate pool party was splendid 
In Art we blended 
In Zulu we learnt 
Afrikaans we searched 

The library was often deathly silent
Especially for girls who were totally reliant 
On books about fairy tales 
To others that made us nibble our nails.

So far in Grade 4, we’ve had a lot on our plate 
But honestly Grade 4 has been great
DGC is a such nifty school
With a proud history… which I guess is super cool.

Sadly this year has to come to an end
But we will always have our beloved friends
If there is one thing to remember
Don’t dare go near the forbidden stairs from January to December!
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Grade 4 C

Grade 4 G

Row 4: Owethu Maphumulo, Yazini Mkhize, Ekta Rampersad, Lilla Fowlds

Row 3: Owam Mkhize, Shreya Subramoney, Lwandle Luthuli, Melody Hall, Luella Reardon, Saanvi Ramdass, Zaynah Mahomed

Row 2: Rinaaz Gouse, Ayesha Bibi Ismail, Diya Ramsewak, Isabella Stephenson, Holly Thompson, Aarya Bhatta, Reyah Bhagirathi, Amelia Belay

Row 1: Amaani Akoonjee, Melissa Hulsen, Mrs Dale Charter, Nthabiseng Mathibeli, Crystal Jones

Row 4: Lucy Marshall, Thandolwethu Khuzwayo, Bibi Aisha Motala, Aisha Ally, Liyana Essack, Fathima Ismail

Row 3: Lily Corbett, Hannah Kharwa, Bailey Bartlett, Sienna Setzkorn, Twina Chawla

Row 2: Siphe Myataza, Gemma Ropertz, Mishara Naidoo, Nicole Govender, Sophia Kidson, Leiah Essack

Row 1: Divya Ramklass, Tharanya Dhaver, Mrs Monique Galliers-Ward, Siphakamiso Ngcobo, Sarah Firth
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Grade 5 C

Row 3: Lamees Ismail, Aryka Naidoo, Milla Frederic, Isobella Baitz, Khadija Ismail, Hiranya Pillay

Row 2: Raeya Ballim, Anika Naidoo, Khanyi Brauns, Ammarah Tar Mohamed, Casey Mcleod-Henderson

Row 1: Anjali Ramdhani, Mrs Shirley Chapman, Kayla Andrews, Keira Reddy, Miss Leigh Holland, Josie Phillips

Grade 5
2018

Page 72 | Senior Primary www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon 2018



Grade 5 D

Grade 5 F

Row 3: Zukhanye Makhanya, Sinqobile Bhengu, Alexia Reddy, Charlotte Phipps, Nilashri Naidoo, Aaliyah Asmall 

Row 2: Diya Naidoo, Zaveri Valjee, Julia Butcher, Alaya Singh, Madison Freeman, Olivia Verster

Row 1: Zahra Arbee, Lara Mervis, Mrs Mercia De Welzen, Amber Curtis, Erin Moodley

Row 3: Hadiyah Carrim, Nastasjia Reddy, Isabella Fletcher, Isobel Officer, Dharini Pillay, Tahlia Kesaru-Anthony 

Row 2: Zaynah Jetham, Nandini Gangaram, Sarah-Anne Pender-Smith, Keren Curtis, Tatum Govender, Rebekah Hompes

Row 1: Maxine van der Walt, Sienna Psannis, Mrs Sarah Ferreira, Imaan Siddique, Aisha Essack
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The Scariest Moment of My Life

By Isabella Fletcher

There I was, walking alone on the dark and dusty road. I had 

only just finished my first day of grade two when it grabbed me...

Ah, there I was so young and innocent, quietly walking along, 

listening to the birds chirping in harmony, and my feet silently 

trotting along the crumbly road. And the consistent beating 

of my heart. Then, suddenly my radio in the falling to pieces 

hand-me-down backpack, started making static noises and then 

switched itself on. The reporter said that a very dangerous man 

had just escaped from jail-. I turned it off, I didn’t want hear that. 

Then, once again I continued walking. Out of nowhere my 

phone rang. It was my mom. She sounded very worried and 

asked if I was OK and then the phone line cut...

I could feel my heart rate increasing. In the distance I could 

hear the slight sound of a phone ringing. My radio switched 

on again. The reporter said there has been a large increase 

in missing people. First came my school librarian, Mrs Dicks, 

my neighbour, Michelle, and then wait, were my ears playing 

tricks on me? No they’re not. My name was on the list. Click – it 

switched off again…

Out of nowhere I heard my name almost like it was being sung 

in a song. It got louder until...

I WAS GRABBED...

Till this day I still remember the pain of my shortening nails, as 

they were dragged along the displaced rubble. And the intense 

pain of my knees grazing on the road. Suddenly something hit 

my head, I was out COLD.

I woke up in the sewer. Where I still am, of course. I’m so glad 

it wasn’t me pulled under there.

The Day I Cheated Death

By Anika Naidoo

It was a hot and sunny day and there were no warning signs of 

what would happen next...

We had been so excited to travel to Phuket as it was our first 

overseas holiday. The clear blue skies and hot sand between our 

toes called. That morning we had woken early and had decided 

to spend a lazy day at the beach. The beach was swarming 

with young and old people. It seemed as though everyone was 

having a beach vacation. Children were laughing and playing 

in the water and it was just another sunny day at the beach or 

so it seemed...

I looked out at the vast sea and everything seemed so calm, but 

now I realised it was the calm before the storm. The water levels 

appeared to be low and I could actually see fish flapping in the 

shallows. The next moment I saw a gigantic, indestructible wall 

of water fast approaching the shoreline. People began to run, 

scream and cry. I was frozen with fear. Suddenly it occurred to 

me to start running and find higher ground.

I knew that I was running for my life. I ran as fast as my legs 

could carry me. I managed to get off the beach, but it was too 

late. I was engulfed by the wave and so too were hundreds of 

other people. The next thing I knew was that I could not breathe. 

I must have passed out. When I awoke, I was surrounded by 

people that were trying to help.

I will never forget that day as I had cheated death. Sadly, 

hundreds of others were not so lucky.

An Island Hiccups 

By Milla Frederic 

I was in Hawaii, one of the most beautiful places on Planet 

Earth. I decided to go for a hike up mountain “Mauna Loa”. I 

grabbed my supplies and set off. But what I didn’t know was that 

this mountain was no ordinary mountain.

This mountain was composite. I started climbing. When I was 

half way up, the ground started getting hot. The ground started 

to shake and tremble beneath me. Then a huge cloud of black 

smoke shot out of the mountain-top. That’s when I realised I was 

on an active volcano!! It was as if the island had the hiccups. 

Suddenly a river of hot steaming lava came running down 

the mountain. It was demolishing, swallowing and destroying 

everything in its path. It was spreading rapidly. I started running 

for my life. I fell and sprained my ankle. This was the end of 

me. I tried screaming for help, but it was no use. I was too far 

away, but then I felt somebody lift me up and ran with me in his 

arms down the mountain through the forest and onto the beach. 

Here the sand was as white as snow and the ocean so crystal 

clear, you could see the marine life. That was all about to come 

to an end. Everybody was getting into boats and sailing away. 

I turned around and saw lava streaming down the mountainside 

and onto the beach. I screamed. We jumped into a boat and 

also sailed away. 

I was so grateful that I didn’t die and was saved. To this day 

Mauna Loa is still active. 

Haru

By Nandini Gangaram

I wait every year for Spring, better known as “Haru” in our 

country. It’s the most beautiful time of year.

I open my eyes and I see pink out of the window. It’s the cherry 

blossoms, delicate and elegant. I cannot wait to jump into a pile 

of them! I jump out of bed as quickly as possible, not a moment 

to lose.

Picking out my outfit is my favourite part of Spring! Everyone is 

wearing pastel colours for they represent “Haru” the best. Pastel 

colours are soft and fragile just like this season. I’m wearing a 

soft, light pink skirt with flowers on it and a pastel yellow shirt. 

It’s just perfect. I have a hot shower and quickly throw on my 

clothes. If I waste any more time it will be dark by the time I 

manage to get outside.
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As quick as a flash I run downstairs. My mum has prepared 

the most delicious “sakuru” foods. “Sakuru” is another 

word for cherry blossoms. Divine, yummy and delicious are 

understatements for how good these foods are. I gobble down 

my breakfast and grab my bucket because I’m going strawberry 

picking! Thousands of Japanese citizens make their way to 

strawberry farms across the city. Line upon line. The fields are 

filled with tiny fruit of goodness. I gather up my strawberries 

because it’s time to head to where there are millions of cherry 

blossom trees.

Wow! Is my only word when I see such a beautiful sight. All I 

can think about is taking some pictures. These amazing flowers 

are world famous. At the end of the day my family and I look 

forward to the cherry blossom festival. We watch a new cherry 

blossom bloom every day until Spring is over. It is the most 

dazzling thing of “Haru”.

Every year Spring goes so fast but it’s worth waiting for it. I 

wonder what I’ll do tomorrow...

Avalanche Disaster

By Amber Curtis

It was my first day on the slopes. The sun was shining so brightly 

that we needed to wear sunglasses because of the glare of the 

white snow.

Suddenly we felt a huge thud and then we heard loud rumbling 

in the distance. We looked up at the mountain top and saw a 

wall of white snow racing down the mountain like an angry 

polar bear engulfing anything in its path. Trees were snapping 

like matchsticks and people were scrambling out of the way. 

We realised we had to run for shelter or the beast would get the 

better of us. We looked around and saw a hut and made a mad 

dash for safety.

The endless rumbling filled us with fear as the great beast 

wrapped its arms around us and completely covered the hut with 

snow. Eventually the angry beast got tired and the loud noise 

was replaced by an eerie silence. We looked at each other 

and realised we had escaped the clutches of death. We looked 

around the hut and saw a skylight in the roof and realised 

immediately that this was our escape route. 

We managed to stand on a chair and open the skylight to the 

smell of fresh air and the sunlight glaring off the snow once again. 

We signalled for help and were taken to safety on a sleigh.

A Penguin’s Tale

By Isobel Officer

Hi, my name is Ice-Pop and this is the story of how I lost my 

loving mama.

It was a normal day and mama was feeding me my favourite 

breakfast, mullet and sardines which she had caught that morning. 

Whilst I was eating she told me that when I go swimming I must 

be careful of the sharks, fur seals and sea lions. Mama also told 

me that I had better finish my breakfast so that I could be 49 cm 

in height and 2,5 kg in weight when I was an adult. I finished 

off my breakfast, said goodbye to mama and went to go join my 

friends in the Galapagos Sea. I listened to what mama said about 

being careful because since we are endangered I didn’t want to 

die. I also told my friends to be careful so that the population of 

penguins didn’t go lower than 3000.

Suddenly I heard a scream from the shore. I turned around and 

saw a huge ship next to my mother, but… what was that browny, 

black goo pouring out of it… Oh Flip, its oil!! I swam at seven 

miles per hour so I could save my mama but it was too late. The 

oil fell heavily on my mama’s feathers and when the oil was 

done the ship moved on and left my mama lying on the floor. I 

was so worried I thought I was going to die.

That night I held my head under my wing, as usual. All I was 

thinking about was my mama. She wasn’t sleeping with me 

because of the oil slick. In the morning I woke up happy because 

I thought my mama was better, but when I went to her rock… 

She wasn’t there. I got told that my mama died the night before 

from the oil.

So hopefully after this sad story, I won’t be the last penguin 

alive. Also PLEASE STOP LITTERING AND POLLUTING, to save 

the penguins.

A Coughing Monster

By Alaya Singh

One night I heard an unusual, scary and unrecognisable noise. 

It sounded like thundering screams and buzzing bees. I looked 

out of my window at the volcano which had been dormant for 

many years.

It looked like the volcano was smoking a cigarette. Wisps of 

white smoke gently puffed out of the volcano. It did not look as 

scary as it sounded. But little did I know that it was a warning of 

what was yet to come...

Early the next morning, I was awoken by a loud, violent 

explosion. I looked out of my window and I was shocked. 

The volcano was erupting wildly, like fireworks! Sizzling and 

bubbling hot lava burst out of the volcano at a high speed into 

the air and onto the ground. Giant chunks of volcanic rock were 

blown off the “mountain of fire.” The river of hot orange lava 

slithered down the volcano and destroyed our lush green forests 

and wildlife. It melted and wiped out everything in its path. The 

lava headed for our beautiful town! Adults, confused children 

and scared animals all ran for their lives trying to escape this 

horrible monster, which had ruined our peaceful town. Lava 

bombs burst from the volcano letting off volcanic gas. I struggled 

to breathe as toxic ash clouds were suffocating me. I couldn’t 

see anything as everything had changed to the darkest shade of 

black. The air warmed quickly as if it was a hot summer’s day – 

but a very uncomfortable day.

My head was light. I felt dizzy. But I had to get away. Lives were 

lost and families were torn apart. I was lucky enough to make 

it out... ALIVE!
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Grade 6
2018

Reflection

By Olwethu Mtshali

I woke up in the morning, knowing that I was leaving everything 

behind, except for my happiness, laughter and joy. I looked 

forward to the four days with my friends and teachers.

The activities were very different from what was expected. They 

taught me much, from the Amazing Race to the Obstacle Course. I 

especially learnt a ton about myself. I did not know I had so many 

fears, until I had conquered them. I realised that there is much more 

to life than just lazing around on your phone, laptop or in front of 

the television. I know they always say I am the next generation, but 

I am actually different. I enjoy the thought of writing messages to 

my friends, and walking to school. It gives you more time to spend 

with your family. I hear my parents talk about their childhood and 

I wonder what on earth happened to that time.

Wagon Drift let me experience that without television and phones. 

Sleeping in tents instead of our comfy beds made me recognise 

what other humans on this earth sleep on, and what they go through 

at night. I understand how fortunate I terrifically am! Wagon Drift 

made me take care of my belongings. I enjoyed spending time with 

everyone there. My friendship with my other class mates grew much 

stronger. They are all strong and kind, if you get to know them 

better. I got to see things that I had never seen before and seeing 

my friends conquer their fears was heart-warming.

I had learnt a lot up until our excursion. I had many ups and 

definitely many downs, but Wagon Drift made my year. I finally 

feel like I have been set free.
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Grade 6 B

Grade 6 J

Row 4: Neo Gabanakgosi, Ntando Mhlongo, Shriya Bhoora, Netanya Dogan

Row 3: Dana Meehan, Jia Patel, Maarya Jadwat, Ella Carstens

Row 2: Julia Harvey, Inga Nxumalo, Olwethu Mtshali, Rebecca martin, Isabella Mathysen

Row 1: Makayla Holmes, Micheal Lewis, Thando’khule, Ms Julianne Boonzaaier, Kimiera Jeewan, Noora Hassam, Johara Jeewa

Row 4: Bethel Mesele, Kate Wessels, Zara Pechey, Khanyanjalo Mkhwanazi, Simran Pillay

Row 3: Katelyn Dhevpal, Kirsten Short, Iman Ally, Sapna Singh, Misbah Ismail, Kadence Ribbink

Row 2: Amelia Darby-Wade, Haniya Shahid, Daniella Bruwer, Mayuri Ramsamy, Zahra Singh, Aaisha Jadwat

Row 1: Payal Outar, Avumile Sibisi, Leah Droyman, Ms Estelle Jordaan, Ayesha Solwa, Zaara Francis, Tyla Jones

Senior Primary | Page 81 www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon 2018



Page 82 | Senior Primary www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon 2018



Senior Primary | Page 83 www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon 2018



Cinderella

By Amelia Darby-Wade

The innocent face of a girl who is treated unfairly and 

misunderstood. All she wants is love, but ever since her parents 

died in a car crash, all she got from her foster mother was a mop 

and bucket. She knows that there is no way of getting out of it, so 

she learns to live with it. Swish and sway, she takes the mop away 

to the next room. She sits on a chair and thinks of the life she 

could be having. Suddenly the thought of it causes her to break 

into tears of pain. All she needs is a shoulder to cry on. I’ll run 

away at midnight from this ongoing nightmare of a place and find 

freedom she thinks. She quickly creeps into the living room where 

the remote for the gate is. She presses it and runs. Everything that 

has happened in the house will be left behind forever.

The Anxious Ballerina

By Misbah Ismail

The ballerina dropped her eyes toward the floor and her face 

burned crimson. Her shoulders hunched over and she pursed her 

lips, clearly attempting to fight back tears. She stepped off the 

stage, her heart pounding inside her chest. What she had just 

experienced was the worst ballet routine she had ever performed.

Her sleek blonde hair was tied back in a low bun. Her vivid, 

blue eyes were sparkling with tears. She was panic-stricken at 

the thought of what Madame Yvette was going to say about her 

dreadful performance. Her velvet leotard and skirt were flowing 

and swaying in the breeze. She wiped the glistening tears off 

her face and started to think of all the awful things that could 

happen to her in the next five minutes. Her stockings cemented 

to her stick-like legs like a child fixed to her mother.

Hands shaking, she sat down on the ancient, wooden chair next 

to Madame Yvette and waited for the verdict.

The Ballet Dancer

By Zaara Francis

Sitting alone, away from the excited girls, giggling as they 

applied make-up, was the ballet dancer. Her wavy golden locks 

were tied neatly in a bun and her soft, dainty tutu was smartly 

piled in her lap. 

The reason for her silence was none other than stage fright, as 

she was having cold feet about her performance, not sure if she 

was ready. “Don’t worry” laughed her fellow dancers, “You’re 

as graceful as a swan”. Just then, a bell rang shrilly, announcing 

the beginning of the show. 

As she stepped onto the stage, all her fears vanished. All she felt 

was the urge to dance. Flying across the stage, she wondered 

how she could have ever been afraid of something so special 

and dear to her heart.

A Philosophical Look at Life

By Jia Patel

“Life is like a book. Each day is a page. May your book be a 

bestseller with adventures to tell, lessons to learn and tales of 

good deeds to remember.” Anonymous 

I love to read, especially because when I read I can forget 

about life and lose myself in the book. I am transported into a 

whole new world of my own imagination. That is what really 

excites me. My favourite genres of books are mystery, action 

and adventure. 

I believe that life is like a book, every day is a new page and 

you are the author. Your words, actions and choices are the 

pens that write in your book of life. When writing a sentence in 

your book, use a semi-colon, not a full stop, in other words don’t 

give up on your actions – keep going and believe in yourself. 

Never stop reading at a difficult page and have faith that better 

chapters lie ahead. 

Reading has taught me so many things. It develops my 

imagination - when reading I can go anywhere in the world and 

even beyond. I could be a princess or an explorer. I want to live 

my life with the same imagination I use to read. Our minds are 

muscles, they need to exercise, and that’s what reading does. 

My goals are to write the best possible book, or in other words, 

live life to the fullest. I am going to try to make the correct 

choices and actions in order to fulfil this. I want to persevere 

when life is at its lowest. These are the differences I am aiming 

to make in my life.

I am going to end off with the wise words of Dr Seuss, “The more 

that you read the more you will know. The more that you learn, 

the more places you’ll go.”

Birth Announcement –  
A Star is Born

By Mikha Maharaj

On a warm, spring morning, on the 29th of November 2006, 

a frivolous, endearing bundle of joy, graced this world with her 

presence. Miss Mikha Maharaj was born. Her lips were like 

red roses. Her eyes were as brown as chocolate chips. She was 

born to the wonderful Kavitha and Ashley Maharaj. She had 

the face of her father and the heart and mind of her mother. 

The world has a plan for her. She would also be known as a 

beautiful genius in the making. She’d be a leader not a follower 

and an independent girl who would spread her wings in her 

early days of life. She was an angel brought down to grace 

people through her beauty. She would be a flower that would 

blossom very quickly. She has and always will have, the world 

and its citizens wrapped around her finger.
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Grade 7 B

Row 3: Lutfiyah Khan, Jessica Adams, Wellile Maziya, Marlise Pretorius, Madison Waller, Hunter Cooper

Row 2: Jessica Ramini, Gabriella Benjamin, Arya Mehta, Yusraa Moolla, Milla di Paolo, Amy Chapple

Row 1: Alexandra Francois, Zara Jackson, Lavanya Gathiram, Mrs Julie Bresler, Courtney Bell, Husna Randeree, Amarah Mohideen

Grade 7
2018

The City Streets Late at Night

By Zara Jackson – 7B

It is a bitter, wintery, July night on the backstreets of Johannesburg. 

Uninhabitable. Raw, deserted and no-one to help me. Why someone 

would ever want to walk these lonely, dangerous streets alone, 

remains a mystery to me. The silence, so palpable, I could make 

out clearly, the dropping of a pin. The glow of dim, fading lights in 

the abandoned motel start to flicker. Nothing moves. I feel a sudden 

shiver like someone’s watching me. I turn around, my heart racing in 

its cage, my stomach plummets like the shattering of a building. The 

padded footsteps of burly, bulky boots start to get louder. The short, 

prickly hairs on the back of my neck rise, and a dreadful shiver runs 

down my spine. The glint of a menacing, silver knife blinds me in the 

pitch-black night. I see movement. A long, bony hand takes an object 

out of his black coat pocket. It’s right there. However, I refuse to 

make this horrific realization. Fresh, dark red covers the broken and 

cracked tar of the unfinished and long forgotten road. The sudden 

shrill sound of an ear-splitting scream pierces the cold silence. 
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Grade 7 C

Grade 7 K

Row 4: Aaliya Motala, Emma Thornton, Ameerah Akoob-Khamissa, Lathitha Ntlahla

Row 3: Thando Mpanza, Zoë Pearson, Fatima-Zahra Amod, Oyama Rabelemane, Anna Wesselink

Row 2: Maxine Port, Milahn Maharaj, Ntokozo Khoza, Yasti Subramoney, Sonali Mahabeer, Louisa Hancock

Row 1: Georgina Denny, Stella d’Avice, Zahraa Ahmed, Mrs Beverley Campbell, Georgina Stephenson, Zoë Grindrod, Jordan Hancock

Row 3: Kira Altshuler, Jaime Cockcroft, Chelsea Murray, Rubeka Ahmed, Inam Hassan, Danika Potgieter, Lisa Janse van Rensburg

Row 2: Kaitlyn Govender, Chanél de Jager, Yi Han Wang, Zareen Ahmed, Fatimah Ahmed, Tachiana Naicker

Row 1: Scarlett Lange, Ruby Puterman, Tayla Allen, Miss Claire Keyworth, Megan Ambrose Pillay, Genevieve Garreau, Sarah Jeewa
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The Hole to Hell

By Lutfiyah Khan – 7B

We trudge in the dark,
groaning,
grumbling.
The scorching, sizzling sun starts to rise.
Shovels in one hand,
canteens in the other.
We measure,
5ft by 5ft.
I start,
bleak and rugged,
but my shovel ricochets off the ground.
I try again,
my shovel slicing through the dirt.
The hottest part of the day is creeping 
up on us.
I reach for my canteen, it’s almost empty.
My hands are aching,
full of blood and blisters,
burning,
like I’m touching the surface of the sun.
It feels like I’m digging my own grave.
I see each boy finishing,
one by one,
spitting in their holes,
and leaving.
FINALLY!
My hole is done.
I measure it,
spit in it,
then,
I leave.
I survived my first hole!

Hell’s Holes

By Arya Mehta – 7B

The heat licked my tired face 
and coiled around my body.
The ground smouldered and
sent up an agitated haze.
It was as if the sun had
rained down onto our burnt,
red necks and hell was 
breathing on our backs.
This was Camp Green Lake.

My life here was to dig holes,
five feet deep and five feet wide.
My only comfort was my canteen,
which was barely full.

I took a break from my digging and
looked up at the desert spread
out in front of me, a sea of sand,
shimmering with heat.

CRACK!
That was the sound of me 
plunging my shovel back
into the hardened sand.
I pull my shirt away from my
sticky skin and wipe my 
soaking forehead with it.

The only thing I can think of is not my 
blistered hands, nor my sweating and 
exhausted body, but an ice cold glass  
of fresh water to quench the thirst 
gnawing at my dry throat. 

War: This is it

By Husna Randeree – 7B

I am surrounded by a pool of  
titian-red blood
and lifeless bodies.
The pungent smell of dry blood  
leaves its smell on me
and the acrid taste of it,  
a memory in my mouth,
brings back the flashes of memories.

This is it.

From the storm of shiny silver arrows,
to the blizzard of blazing bullets,
until everything came crashing down 
and became profane-black.

This is it.

As the deadly disturbing darkness closes 
up around me, with its ghostly cape
I can feel myself being crushed to death,
useless and unimportant, unseen and 
stamped on by a huge, heavy boot.

This is it.

Extinction

By Jordan Hancock – 7C

Shining, evil, aimed deep
Flashing, shooting, gone
Sadness, rage, don’t weep
The hunter’s won.
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The Battle field

By Sonali Mahabeer – 7C

Chaos in the cobbled streets.
The sky is a blackened monster who has 
swallowed the sun, and along with it, all 
hope is lost.
The battlefield is barren, defiled 
wasteland, and the trenches dark and 
foreboding.
There’s blood everywhere, and it 
looks as if somebody has carpeted the 
frontlines with poppy petals.
The earth is a churned up, inky, charred 
mess. The soil looks as if it has been 
poisoned.
Maybe it has.
There is an eerie, deathly silence for a 
moment. It is deafening.
Every second is an eternity, waiting for 
the gunshot that could end your life.
The clock is ticking, sending second after 
second into the past. You could turn the 
hands back, but you can’t cheat time.
There are determined, blazing fires 
in the soldiers’ eyes. Fuelled only by 
hatred, sorrow, and regret.
There is nothing to lose but your life, and 
for a while, even that is worthless.
The only thing that exists, that makes 
sense, is the war. Stab, shoot, duck, 
repeat.
To the soldier, war is his friend, father 
and mother. In him, only war exists.

Kristallnacht

By Yasti Subramoney – 7C

Chaos.
Confusion.
Sorrowful cries linger in the miserable 
night.
The old man’s eyes are as hollow as his 
demolished shop.
People in agony are looking at the 
destroyed remains of the synagogues 
and shops.
Thousands of fathers, brothers, sons and 
husbands are taken to concentration 
camps, never to be seen again.
Tears well up in their eyes that are as 
empty as their enemy’s hearts.
Sacred yellow stars are visible among 
the rubble.
The glass shattered like their dreams, 
hearts and souls.
Rays of sun are scarring the sky like the 
scars the night has left behind.
It is the Night of Broken Glass.
Kristallnact.
 

Where is God? -  
A Glimpse Through 
Two Lenses

By Zoë Pearson – 7C

Jews.
Starved, gased, shot,
Dead or dying,
Humiliated and over-worked.
Nothing can stop me.
I am powerful.
I am God.

Concentration camps.
My finest creation.
Never to see their worthless families 
again,
Never to pollute Earth again with their 
existence.
Gone.
This is justice.
Like scraping bird droppings off my 
shoulder
Or kicking a rotten fruit down a cliff.
This inferior race soon to be removed off 
the face of the Earth
And Germany restored to her former glory.

Hitler’s grin, smug as his eyes locked 
onto ours,
Triumphant.
A sign, “I associate with pigs,” hung 
around our necks
As we were paraded in front of crowds.
Bystanders.
Watching, pointing, laughing, 
entertained.
What has this world become?
Is this justice?
God’s creation reduced to this?
Degraded, destroyed, dehumanized.
Who can help us?
We are weak.
Where is God?
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Men in War

By Louisa Hancock – 7C

War makes majors of men.
Senior and junior ranks,
Power-hungry,
Bloodthirsty. 
War makes monsters of men.
Destroying cities,
Taking lives,
Producing fear and unease.

War makes mutations of men.
Twisted beyond imagination,
Their minds black and distorted,
Monstrosities.

War makes mirrors of men.
No man with independent thought,
Mindlessly following orders,
Duplicates of each other.

War makes mirages of men.
They are seen,
But their voices aren’t heard,
Not there in spirit,
All the willpower in a blank void.

War makes memorials of men.
Death and destruction,
The only thing men do to themselves,
All that is left are bones,
Gravestones.
The dead.

War makes men of men.
After all is over,
After all is lost,
They ask themselves,
“Was there a point to it all?”

We overcome our horrors,
We overcome our fears,
We stand up,
Overcoming man’s deception,
We win the war with ourselves,
We are our own victors,
War makes miracles of men.

The Hole in Hell

By Fatimah Ahmed – 7K

The brutal blazing sun burns my back,
Scorching, excruciating temperatures 
rise,
Crimson red leaves my skin, imprinting 
on my cap
Which is now painted with blood.
I look down at my blister decorated 
hands,
I can’t dig any more.
Thirst engulfs my throat
Now dry and empty
Just like my hole.

I look down
Rock-hard ground with millions of holes 
in them.
The holes were like craters in the moon,
Lifeless, barren, lonely and bare.

After what seems like an eternity
Pride takes over me
I have completed my first hole.
Only… a million more to go.

Destruction of War

By Jaime Cockcroft – 7K

Walking through the demolished streets 
Tumbling over all the rubble
Tripping over the broken walls that
Were once homes. 

Imagining the lives of six million Jews
Imagining how their lives were 
destroyed
by the decision of one man
one angry man, who wanted Jews 
gone!
A man that convinced a nation of 
people
To destroy millions of innocent lives
A man who tore families apart.

Imagine walking into a shower
But never coming out
Having to walk over decaying bodies
As you, yourself weaken
You feel quite faint 
You drop to your knees and lie next to 
someone 
Who once had a life too.
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A Cold and  
Barren Place

By Inam Hassan – 7K

I walked in the burning sun
It felt as though I’d been walking for 
hours.
I walked as I heard
the screams of pain run through my ears
as a warm salty tear dripped down my 
cold cheek.
This truly was a cold and barren place.

The tall mean, rude and horrible 
looking 
guard screamed at me to get in line.
The next thing I knew I had 
a painful stinging sensation on my wrist
I was too shocked to even think to say 
a word so
all I did was cry.
Cry, cry and cry I now knew I no longer 
would have a name.
Now I would be as a number and 
nothing else.
This truly was a cold and barren place.

I walked till I reached my bunker 
I laid down to sleep or
should I say drown in my own thoughts.
As I woke up I stumbled back 
unable to keep my own balance 
from the lack of food and water.
This truly was a cold and barren place.

I fell back as everything went black
that was the last thing I saw.
This truly was a cold and barren place.

A Choice of a Voice

By Kira Altshuler – 7K

There is life and there is living,
There’s an end to a beginning.
There’s a world where we have choice, 
To standing back or using our voice.

We’ve been put here on this earth, to 
look after, love and care
For the lives of our comrades, in this 
world that we all share,
Where we should find our common 
features
Rather than treating each other like 
distant creatures.

There’s the victim, there’s the 
perpetrator,
There’s the one that has a choice.
The choice to be the up stander
Or the one without a voice.

We can choose to stand in unity and 
pride,
Than stand apart in difference and 
make ourselves divide.
Like a bird that needs its wings to fly, 
We must support each other and be 
able to rely.

There is life and there is living,
There’s an end to a beginning.
There’s a world where we have choice, 
Let’s not stand back, 
Let’s use our voice.

No Reason at All

By Chelsea Murray – 7K

Blazing, burning sun.
Cold sweat dripping down my face.
Dull thud thud thudding of the shovel on 
the rugged earth,
Beating in time to the thumping pain in 
my head.

Heat. Exhaustion. Pain.
Ripped, blistered hands from digging.
Dry, cracked throat from dehydration.
Why?
No reason for digging.
No reason to be here.
No reason at all!
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Library Monitresses

Row 4: Zara Jackson, Emma Thornton, Madison Waller, Milla di Paolo

Row 3: Arya Mehta, Thando Mpanza, Zoë Pearson, Sonali Mahabeer

Row 2: Alexandra Francois, Jordan Hancock, Louisa Hancock, Courtney Bell, Lavanya Gathiram, Scarlett Lange

Row 1: Fatimah Ahmed, Rebecca Wang, Lutfiyah Khan, Fatima-Zahra Amod, Yasti Subramoney, Sarah Jeewa

Senior Primary
EXTRAMURALS

Silence, stories, secrets and safety. The library is an airport 

where students can travel to different worlds and different 

times, visiting magical places and discovering new things. 

The library is a guide for when we are lost, an inspiration 

for when we give up and a home for when we are lonely. 

Adventure and mystery, friendship and fantasy, emotion and 

memories, love and sorrow. From the moment you take a 

step into the library to when you step out of it, you have 

changed in those few minutes whether you realise it or not. 

Big or small, the library has made an impact in our lives. 

Without Mrs White and Miss Mercy, our pilots, helping us 

soar above the clouds and guiding us to our destination, 

the library would not be the carefree place that it is. They 

are always ready with a helping hand and a word of 

wisdom. Being library monitresses has taught us many skills: 

patience, independence, punctuality and responsibility. We 

have thoroughly enjoyed every second of it. The library has 

always been a constant part of our lives and we could never 

imagine our Senior Primary years without it. Thank you for 

giving us the opportunity to be library monitresses, to be of 

help to other people.

Louisa Hancock and Zoë Pearson

Page 104 | Senior Primary www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon 2018



Debating Club 

Row 3: Haniya Shahid, Megan Ambrose Pillay, Maarya Jadwat, Jia Patel

Row 2: Noora Hassam, Ruhi Mudely, Zahra Singh, Zaara Francis, Kimiera Jeewan, Makayla Holmes

Row 1: Aaliya Motala, Zahraa Ahmed, Zoë Pearson, Miss Claire Keyworth, Sonali Mahabeer, Zara Jackson, Jordan Hancock

Computer Monitresses

Row 2: Amarah Mohideen, Yasti Subramoney, Zahraa Ahmed, Zareen Ahamed

Row 1: Anna Wesselink, Gabriella Benjamin, Chanél de Jager
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Art Monitresses

Row 3: Kate Harris, Zara Jackson, Lisa Janse van Rensburg, Inam Hassan, Wellile Maziya, Stella d’Avice, Aaliya Motala, Zahraa Ahmed

Row 2: Genevieve Garreau, Chelsea Murray, Mrs Terri Langton, Marlise Pretorius, Sarah Jeewa

Row 1: Maxine Port, Louisa Hancock, Yusraa Moolla, Tayla Allen

Service Monitresses

Row 4: Ameerah Akoob-Khamissa, Emma Thornton, Rubeka Ahmed, Inam Hassan

Row 3: Jessica Ramini, Zoë Grindrod, Megan Ambrose Pillay, Georgina Stephenson, Atlegang Rabelemane, Thando Mpanza

Row 2: Milahn Maharaj, Ntokozo Khoza, Ayisemihle Ntlahla, Zareen Ahmed, Kaitlyn Govender, Tachiana Naicker

Row 1: Kira Altshuler, Hunter Cooper, Ruby Puterman, Amy Chapple, Madison Waller, Jessica Adams, Lutfiyah Khan 
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SCA

SRC

Row 3: Zoë Pearson, Mychaela Uys, Megan Ambrose Pillay, Danika Potgieter, Tayla Allen, Ntando Mhlongo, Kaitlyn Govender

Row 2: Sienna Setzkorn, Sarah Firth, Luella Reardon, Isobel Officer, Holly Thompson, Thandolwethu Khuzwayo

Row 1: Lisa Janse van Rensburg, Scarlett Lange, Courtney Bell, Miss Michelle Edgcumbe, Chanél de Jager, Tachiana Naicker, Alexandra Francois

Floor: Crystal Jones, Madison Waller, Josie Phillips, Siphe Myataza, Nthabiseng Mathibeli

Row 4: Zara Jackson, Georgina Stephenson, Kira Altshuler, Zareen Ahmed

Row 3: Husna Randeree, Charlotte Phipps, Milla Frederic, Louisa Hancock, Olwethu Mtshali

Row 2: Zukhanye Makhanya, Noora Hassam, Aisha Essack, Lwandle Luthuli, Avumile Sibisi, Kirsten Short

Row 1: Holly Thompson, Siphe Myataza, Lily Corbett, Nandini Gangaram
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Drama Monitresses

Row 2: Arya Mehta, Stella d’Avice, Jaime Cockcroft, Kira Altshuler, Zoë Grindrod, Megan Ambrose Pillay

Row 1: Husna Randeree, Courtney Bell, Miss Claire Keyworth, Genevieve Garreau, Ruby Puterman

Floor: Fatimah Ahmed, Milla di Paolo

Into Neverland
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Music GROUPS

Senior Primary Orchestra

Row 3: Megan Ambrose Pillay, Arya Mehta, Rebecca Martin

Row 2: Tahlia Kesaru-Anthony, Kirsten Short, Leah Droyman, Anika Naidoo, Nilashri Naidoo, Ruthi Mudley

Row 1: Amelia Darby-Wade, Zoë Pearson, Mr Calvin Human, Chanél de Jager, Sarah-Anne Pender-Smith
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Grade 4 Marimba Band

Row 3: Owethu Maphumulo, Siphakamiso Ngcobo, Yazini Mkhize, Bailey Bartlett

Row 2: Diya Ramsewak, Aarya Bhatta, Mr Calvin Human, Owam Mkhize, Zaynah Mahomed

Row 1: Leiah Essack, Sienna Setzkom, Siphe Myataza, Mishara Naidoo

Grade 5 Marimba Band

Row 3: Zukhanye Makhanya, Sinqobile Bhengu, Khanyi Brauns, Lara Mervis, Nilashri Naidoo, Sophia Barbieri

Row 2: Isabella Fletcher, Amber Curtis, Mr Calvin Human, Isobella Baitz, Milla Frederic 

Row 1: Nandini Gangaram, Sarah-Anne Pender-Smith, Madison Freeman 
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Grade 6 Marimba Band

Grade 7 Marimba Band

Row 2: Zaara Francis, Jia Patel, Neo Gabanakgosi, Ntando Mhlongo, Iman Ally 

Row 1: Katelyn Dhevpal, Daniella Bruwer, Mr Calvin Human, Micheala Lewis, Kirsten Short

Row 3: Yasti Subramoney, Milla di Paolo, Megan Ambrose Pillay, Ntokozo Khoza

Row 2: Louisa Hancock, Jaime Cockcroft, Mr Calvin Human, Jessica Ramini, Husna Randeree

Row 1: Zoë Pearson, Chanél de Jager

Senior Primary | Page 113 www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon 2018



Junior KZNYO Music Representative

Row 1: Mrs Dana Hadjiev, Chanél de Jager, Mr Calvin Human

Senior Primary Choir

Row 7: Ntando Mhlongo, Zara Jackson, Megan Ambrose Pillay, Tharanya Dhaver, Luthfiyah Khan, Neo Gabanakgosi, Ella Carsten, Zoë Pearson

Row 6: Bailey Bartlett, Dana Meehan, Tachiana Naicker, Iman Ally, Zara Pechey, Milahn Maharaj, Siphakamiso Ngcobo,Sapna Singh, Rebecca Martin, 

Row 5: Avumile Sibisi, Daniella Bruwer, Nilashri Naido, Kirsten Short, Isobel Officer, Isabella Fletcher, Isabella Mathysen,  

Leah Droyman, Dharini Pillay, Tahlia Kesaru-Anthony

Row 4: Sarah-Anne Pender-Smith, Tatum Govender, Owethu Maphumulo, Lwandle Luthuli, Sarah Firth,  

Casey Macleod-Henderson, Maxine van der Walt, Ekta Rampersad, Nandini Gangaram 

Row 3: Reyah Bhagirathi, Makayla Holmes,Amelia Darby- Wade, Micheala Lewis, Zayna Mahomed,  

Owam Mkhize, Holly Thompson, Shreya Subramoney, Erin Moodley, Zaveri Valjee

Row 2: Jordan Hancock, Courtney Bell, Yasti Subramoney, Georgina Stephenson, Chanél de Jager, Mrs Dana Hadjiev,  

Milla di Paolo, Jaime Cockcroft, Ntokozo Khoza, Alexandra Francois

Row 1: Nicole Govender, Melissa Hulsen, Leiah Essack, Rebekah Hompes, Lily Corbett, Siphe Myataza,  

Rinaaz Gouse, Gemma Ropertz, Josie Phillips, Isabella Stephenson
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Sport GROUPS
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Senior Primary Sports Captains

Row 3: Marlise Pretorius, Emma Thornton, Georgina Stephenson

Row 2: Scarlett Lange, Jessica Ramini, Kira Altshuler, Zoë Grindrod, Tayla Allen, Gabriella Benjamin

Row 1: Maxine Port, Genevieve Garreau, Madison Waller, Chelsea Murray, Jessica Adams, Anna Wesselink, Lathitha Ntlahla

Senior Primary House Captains

Row 2: Gabriella Benjamin, Milla di Paolo, Jessica Adams, Kira Altshuler, Zoë Grindrod, Maxine Port

Row 1: Louisa Hancock, Ruby Puterman, Marlise Pretorius, Chelsea Murray, Genevieve Garreau, Amy Chapple
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Row 4: Zoë Grindrod, Alexia Reddy, Stella d’Avice, Keira Reddy, Kira Altshuler, Ella Carstens

Row 3: Kadence Ribbink, Julia Butcher, Bailey Bartlett, Zara Pechey, Nastasjia Reddy, Julia Harvey, Hannah Kharwa

Row 2: Amy Chapple, Louisa Hancock, Madison Waller (Vice-Captain), Chelsea Murray (Captain), Jaime Cockraft

Row 1: Maxine Port, Rebekah Hompes, Madison Freeman, Isabella Stephenson

Athletics

Cross Country League

Row 3: Maxine Port, Chanél de Jager, Jessica Adams, Chelsea Murray, Zoë Grindrod, Louisa Hancock, Julia Butcher

Row 2: Jordan Hancock, Amy Chapple, Jessica Ramini (Vice Captain), Kira Altshuler (Captain), Julia Harvey, Kadence Ribbink

Row 1: Madison Freeman, Olivia Verster, Casey Macleod-Henderson, Rebekah Hompes, Sarah-Anne Pender-Smith
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Hockey U10A&B

Row 4: Lwandle Luthuli, Luella Reardon, Sarah Firth

Row 3: Melissa Hulsen, Isabella Stephenson, Holly Thompson, Hannah Kharwa, Gemma Ropertz, Nthabiseng Mathibeli

Row 2: Ekta Rampersad, Bailey Bartlett, Siphakamiso Ngcobo, Tharanya Dhaver, Lilla Fowlds

Row 1: Rinaaz Gouse, Lily Corbett, Crystal Jones

Hockey U11A&B

Row 3: Aryka Naidoo, Khanyi Brauns, Amber Curtis, Mycheala Uys, Charlotte Phipps, Isabella Fletcher

Row 2: Madison Freeman, Josie Phillips, Erin Moodley, Sarah-Anne Pender-Smith, Casey Macleod-Henderson

Row 1: Anika Naidoo, Sophia Barbieri, Olivia Verster, Rebekah Hompes, Julia Butcher
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Hockey U13A&B

Row 5: Kira Altshuler, Inam Hassan, Marlise Pretorius, Chelsea Murray, Danika Potgieter, Oyama Rabelemane

Row 4: Hunter Cooper, Iman Ally, Chanél de Jager, Ella Carstens, Zoë Pearson, Zara Pechey, Jia Patel

Row 3: Leah Droyman, Kirsten Short, Olwethu Mtshali, Rebecca Martin, Isabella Mathysen, Julia Harvey

Row 2: Maxine Port, Genevieve Garreau, Zoë Grindrod, Anna Wesselink, Jessica Adams, Jordan Hancock, Amy Chapple, Georgina Stephenson

Row 1: Tyla Jones, Kadence Ribbink, Micheala Lewis, Emma Thornton, Amelia Darby-Wade, Daniella Bruwer

Senior Primary Hockey & Netball Touring Team

Row 3: Marlise Pretorius, Emma Thornton, Chelsea Murray, Georgina Stephenson

Row 2: Kadence Ribbink, Gabriella Benjamin, Ella Carstens, Kira Altshuler, Genevieve Garreau, Julia Harvey

Row 1: Jordan Hancock, Maxine Port, Zoë Grindrod (Vice-Captain), Anna Wesselink (Captain), Jessica Adams, Amy Chapple
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Senior Primary Hockey

Row 7: Atlegang Rabelemane, Ruth Barkilign, Georgina Stephenson, Marlise Pretorius, Emma Thornton,  

Chelsea Murray, Inam Hassan, Jessica Adams, Tharanya Dhaver, Danika Potgieter

Row 6: Bailey Bartlett, Olwethu Mtshali, Siphakamiso Ngcobo, Zara Pechey, Chanél de Jager, Amber Curtis, Iman  

Ally, Rebecca Martin, Jia Patel, Ella Carstens

Row 5: Amelia Darby-Wade, Tyla Jones, Charlotte Phipps, Thando’kuhle Ntaka, Daniella Bruwer, Kirsten Short,  

Leah Droyman, Isabella Fletcher, Khanyi Brauns, Isabella Mathysen

Row 4: Lilla Fowlds, Ekta Rampersad, Julia Butcher, Aryka Naidoo, Julia Harvey, Anika Naidoo,  

Sophia Barbieri, Casey Macleod-Henderson, Luella Reardon

Row 3: Isabella Stephenson, Olivia Verster, Erin Moodley, Kadence Ribbink, Micheala Lewis, Sarah Firth,  

Madison Waller, Lwandle Luthuli, Holly Thompson, Gemma Ropertz

Row 2: Hunter Cooper, Amy Chapple, Genevieve Garreau, Anna Wesselink (Captain), Zoë Grindrod (Vice Captain), Jordan Hancock, Maxine Port

Row 1: Zoë Pearson, Mycheala Uys, Sarah-Anne Pender-Smith, Nthabiseng Mathibeli, Melissa Hulsen, Rinaaz Gouse,  

Josie Phillips, Rebekah Hompes, Lily Corbett, Crystal Jones, Hannah Kharwa, Kira Altshuler

Page 120 | Senior Primary www.dgc.co.za

The Galleon 2018



Row 4: Ekta Rampersad, Siphakamiso Ngcobo, Tharanya Dhaver, Yazini Mkhize, Bailey Bartlett

Row 3: Owethu Maphumulo, Luella Reardon, Lwandle Luthuli, Shreya Subramoney

Row 2: Gemma Ropertz, Isabella Stephenson, Nthabiseng Mathibeli, Mishara Naidoo, Zaynah Mahomed

Row 1: Saanvi Ramdass, Liyana Essack, Amelia Belay, Hannah Kharwa

Netball U10

Netball U11

Row 3: Isobella Baitz, Amber Curtis, Kayla Andrews, Sienna Psannis, Milla Frederic, Isabella Fletcher

Row 2: Madison Freeman, Isobel Officer, Khanyi Brauns, Mycheala Uys, Tatum Govender

Row 1: Anika Naidoo, Tahlia Kesaru-Anthony, Nandini Gangaram, Sophia Barbieri
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Row 4: Kate Wessels, Madison Waller, Ruth Barkilign

Row 3: Olwethu Mtshali, Bethel Mesele, Zara Pechey, Nthando Mhlongo, Sayana David, Jia Patel

Row 2: Avumile Sibisi, Kadence Ribbink, Micheala Lewis, Makayla Holmes, Julia Harvey

Row 1: Kirsten Short, Rebecca Martin, Isabella Mathysen, Thando’kuhle Ntaka 

Netball U12

Netball U13

Row 4: Oyama Rabelemane, Inam Hassan, Wellile Maziya, Marlise Pretorius, Jaime Cockraft, Georgina Stephenson

Row 3: Lavanya Gathiram, Kate Harris, Zara Jackson, Kira Altshuler, Anna Wesselink, Arya Mehta, Courtney Bell

Row 2: Amy Chapple, Georgina Denny, Maxine Port (Vice-Captain), Jessica Adams (Captain), Genevieve Garreau, Ruby Puterman

Row 1: Hunter Cooper, Jessica Ramini, Gabriella Benjamin, Zoë Pearson, Chelsea Murray
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Row 4: Husna Randeree, Ntando Mhlongo, Megan Pillay, Shriya Bhoora, Aaliya Motala, Zahraa Ahmed, Fatimah Ahmed, Avumile Sibisi

Row 3: Twina Chawla, Zaynah Mahomed, Hadiyah Carrim, Sayana David, Isobel Officer, Kimiera Jeewan, Reyah Bhagirathi

Row 2: Scarlett Lange (Vice-Captain), Jordan Hancock, Milla di Paolo, Madison Waller, Tayla Allen (Captain), Alexandra Francois

Row 1: Louisa Hancock, Leigh Essack, Amaani Akoonjee, Nicole Govender, Mishara Naidoo, Rinaaz Gouse, Amelia Belay, Makayla Holmes

Squash Team

Swimming Team A

Row 5: Gabriella Benjamin, Zara Pechey, Emma Thornton, Kayla Andrews, Yazini Mkhize, Maxine Port

Row 4: Daniella Bruwer, Bailey Bartlett, Isabella Mathysen, Julia Harvey, Julia Butcher

Row 3: Tatum Govender, Lwandle Luthuli, Casey Macleod-Henderson, Sophia Barbieri, Ekta Rampersad, Micheala Lewis

Row 2: Kira Altshuler, Georgina Stephenson, Marlise Pretorius, Chanél de Jager, Hunter Cooper

Row 1: Sarah Firth, Kadence Ribbink, Isabella Stephenson, Melissa Hulsen, Josie Phillips, Erin Moodley
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Row 4: Jia Patel, Siphakamiso Ngcobo, Tharanya Dhaver, Ella Carstens, Leah Droyman

Row 3: Aarya Bhatta, Hannah Kharwa, Owethu Maphumulo, Luella Reardon, Sarah-Anne Pender-Smith, Olivia Verster

Row 2: Sabelo Mpanza, Lathitha Ntlahla, Stella d’Avice, Jessica Adams, Kate Wessels

Row 1: Holly Thompson, Lily Corbett, Mishara Naidoo, Lilla Fowlds

Swimming Team B

Synchronised Swimming

Row 2: Nthabiseng Mathibeli, Owam Mkhize, Owethu Maphumulo, Thandolwethu Khuzwayo, Melody Hall, Siphe Myataza

Row 1: Mychaela Uys, Zara Jackson, Lathitha Ntlahla (Captain), Courtney Bell
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Tennis League

Row 1: Zara Pechey, Dana Meehan, Kirsten Short, Leah Droyman, Nandini Gangaram, Charlotte Phipps

Walking Club

Row 2: Holly Thompson, Sophia Kidson, Mishara Naidoo, Amelia Belay 

Row 1: Netanya Dogan, Miss Leigh-Anne Holland (Teacher/Intern), Owethu Maphumulo 
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Row 5: Siphakamiso Ngcobo, Lathitha Ntlahla, Stella d’Avice, Georgina Stephenson, Kate Wessels, Jessica Adams, Mychaela Uys, Hunter Cooper

Row 4: Julia Harvey, Nastasjia Reddy, Isabella Fletcher, Bailey Bartlett, Daniella Bruwer, Sophia Barbieri, Owethu Maphumulo

Row 3: Owam Mkhize, Hannah Kharwa, Julia Butcher, Casey Macleod-Henderson, Sarah Firth, Maxine van der Walt, Tatum Govender, Kadence Ribbink

Row 2: Gabriella Benjamin, Amy Chapple, Emma Thornton (Captain), Genevieve Garreau (Vice-Captain), Ruby Puterman, Maxine Port

Row 1: Kayla Andrews, Melissa Hulsen, Holly Thompson, Marlise Pretorius, Josie Phillips,  

Chelsea Murray, Nthabiseng Mathibeli, Isabella Stephenson, Sienna Psannis

Water Polo

Water Polo Touring Team

Row 2: Gabriella Benjamin, Georgina Stephenson, Lathitha Ntlahla, Maxine Port, Stella d’Avice, Marlise Pretorius

Row 1: Emma Thornton (Captain), Kadence Ribbink, Julia Harvey, Genevieve Garreau (Vice-Captain)
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Junior KZN Representatives

Row 1: Maxine Port, Chanél de Jager, Kadence Ribbink, Madison Waller, Jordan Hancock, Sienna Setzkorn, Lisa Janse van Rensburg

HOUSE CAPTAINS CAPTAIN: VICE-CAPTAIN:

Churchill Maxine Port Ruby Puterman

Cottam Gabriella Benjamin Jessica Adams

Greenacre Amy Chapple Milla Di Paolo

Hunter Kira Altshuler Chelsea Murray

Palmer Genevieve Garreau Louisa Hancock

Rutherford Marlise Pretorius Zoë Grindrod

SPORTS CAPTAINS CAPTAIN: VICE-CAPTAIN:

Action Netball Gabriella Benjamin Anna Wesselink

Athletics Chelsea Murray Madison Waller

Hockey Anna Wesselink Zoë Grindrod

Netball Maxine Port Jessica Adams

Swimming Marlise Pretorius Georgina Stephenson

Synchro Lathitha Ntlahla

Water Polo Emma Thompson Genevieve Garreau

Cross Country Kira Altshuler Jessica Ramini
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WELCOME TO OUR

High School

High School Awards Speech – 24 January, 2019

Good evening, Mrs Bailey, Mr McIntosh, Chairman of the 

Board, Members of the Board, Staff, parents and of course, 

to the young women of Durban Girls’ College.

Welcome to the High School Awards Ceremony in which we 

recognise the academic achievements of Grades 8 – 11 for 

the 2018 academic year. I would like to congratulate all of 

the prizewinners and also those, who may not be amongst the 

prizewinners this evening, but who have reached personal 

goals and who have worked hard. Academics might be our 

core business, but passions abound in a number of extramural 

areas and success wears many crowns. The Heads of Grade, 

together with Marika Kleyn, will make the awards. I’d also like 

to take this opportunity to thank both Marika Kleyn and Tracy 

Sugden in particular, for their administration of the process. 

My thanks go too, to all of those who work behind the scenes 

to ensure the smooth running of this important occasion. Thank 

you for the team work. 

During the holidays, you would have received a summary 

of the IEB Senior Certificate Results for the Matric Class of 

2018. We were delighted with the excellent standard upheld 

by the girls and by the outstanding achievement of having 

been one of only five schools in South Africa to 

have three pupils on the IEB Outstanding list, and 

one of two schools provincially to achieve this. This, 

together with the fact that 77% of all symbols attained were 

A and B symbols points to an exceptional work ethic on the 

part of the girls and their teachers. When we examined 

continuous assessment marks and trials marks, there was 

a significant trend towards personal bests. This is perhaps 

the real triumph – the sheer number of personal bests (pb’s) 

achieved by the girls in these examinations.

Professional teachers and supportive parents provide the 

partnership that supports academic excellence at Durban 

Girls’ College. We are fortunate that the assessment 

specialists in the IEB are readily available, our teachers 

attend informative regional and national conferences each 

year and we know that the independent research engaged 

in by the IEB supports a relevant and internationally bench-

marked Senior Certificate Examination. In addition to this 

a number of our teachers are sub-examiners, senior-sub-

examiners and examiners with excellent knowledge of 

their subject areas. Having just attended the IEB Heads’ 

Regional conference reporting back on the examination 

process, as well as trends going forward, I can assure 

you that the quality of the education the girls receive is in 

good hands. The IEB has just published a comprehensive 

list of international universities that accept IEB students. This 

includes 63 universities in the UK, 35 in the United States, 

8 in Canada, 5 in New Zealand, 40 in Australia and 10 in 

Europe and the Middle East amongst others. The IEB might 

not be an international qualification in itself, but it certainly 

is internationally recognised. 

But (and this is a big but) we cannot rest on our laurels; 

we are living at a time where several major changes are 

impacting the world as we know - or should I say, knew 

it. There is an urgent need to implement change at Durban 

Girls’ College to ensure that we continue to offer an 

education that is relevant and most importantly, that equips 

the girls with the skills and the adaptive mindset that they 

will need to live productively in a world that is automated 

through artificial intelligence and connected digitally: both 

systemically and socially. The delivery of the curriculum, the 

experience of the girls and the mindset around assessment in 
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what has been to date, a very mark-driven and subsequently 

pressured environment for many, will need to change/shift if 

it is to be relevant to how the world will operate. Measuring 

schools based on academic results is very one-dimensional 

(even if we have done well using this measure). Success 

and significance should speak to lifelong learning; 

the new determiner or measure. If I can revert to an earlier 

point around pressure; there is an urgent need for parents to 

understand the significance around change in order to be 

open-minded about new careers coming into existence. You 

might find that your own ideas do not necessarily align with 

your daughters’ interests or intended career path; especially 

where change is opening up creative opportunities and the 

humanities are gaining traction as a solution to automation 

and artificial intelligence as opposed to the Sciences which 

have always been well represented. Not to say that the 

Sciences have lost ground – not at all; but they are no longer 

dominating the educational space.

People get antsy at the mention of change – possibly 

because they view it as something sweeping and usually 

accompanied by uncertainty. But we are living on the cusp 

of a world that is changing and it would be irresponsible of 

us not to respond to that change.

In education there is an urgent need for change. 

We understand the need for change and we are engaging 

with the process required to support changes in delivery, 

curriculum, physical spaces and mindset; all within the context 

of diversity. We need to be accountable for a change that will 

enable the girls to succeed and to be significant into the 21st 

Century, specifically within the South African context which 

requires an understanding of diversity, culture and identity 

that is encompassing and dynamic. We need to shift from 

the knowledge/assessment cycle that prepared young adults 

for a predictable world of work through the ‘What? How? 

Where? When?’ approach to the ‘Why?’ paradigm which 

starts with understanding. If we understand the need 

for change we will find ourselves more inclined to 

drive it with greater urgency to ensure that we prepare 

the girls with the required skills, mindset and understanding 

of the world that they will live and work in. We need to revisit 

the curriculum to ensure that it nurtures the adaptive mindset 

required to meet change and to solve problems, find creative 

solutions, develop entrepreneurial thinking, disrupt industries 

and ensure that there is a deeply sustained human response 

to artificial intelligence and automation. In order for this 

to happen, some physical spaces at College need to be 

reconceptualised to support robotics, creativity, technology 

and problem-solving. This has already been implemented 

successfully in the Junior Primary and has started in the 

Senior Primary. Some High School spaces will be adapted 

this year, but the major focus will be on staff training and on 

IT strategy to support the delivery of content and to facilitate 

a more blended learning environment. Increasing the 

bandwidth to support a growing ‘tech-on-the-go’ approach, 

intensifying staff training on Google and additional apps; 

staff training on Thinking Schools, the introduction of such 

courses as Growing Foxes (a strategic thinking course), and 

Diversity training for staff, parents and girls across a number 

of platforms will need to remain a sharp focus. Our biggest 

challenge is time; but with careful management we can 

navigate this.

To prepare our campus for future learning, we are focusing 

on a strategy that upholds DGC being a Christian school, 

living by its core values. The so-called soft skills present 

our answer to living harmoniously in a world with artificial 

intelligence. Robots are capable of extraordinarily complex 

computations and algorithms, but they have limitations when 

it comes to spontaneity, kindness, empathy, caring, intuition 

and feeling. (Note the reference to ‘limitations’! Already there 

are responsive bots, capable of a degree of spontaneous 

action / decision-making, such as Atlas, designed and built 

by Boston Dynamics). 

Generation Next will not respond to the delivery of education 

in its current form. This generation has grown up comfortable 

and immersed in a digital world. New responsive 

methodologies such as Thinking Schools (so innovatively 

practiced in the Junior Primary and Senior Primary phases 

of DGC), the curiosity approach, problem-solving, creative, 

reflective, active methods of learning; need to take the place 

of more traditional pedagogy. We need methods that will 

enable the girls to be critical users of information, ethical 

reasoners and lifelong learners, conscious of the rich diversity 

in identity, culture and experience within our SA context, and 

tuned into global trends and challenges too. 

The current assessment-heavy curriculum needs to include 

a more multi-disciplinary approach; one that is experiential 

while allowing for deep learning. We have introduced a 

GAP (General Academic Period) lesson into the timetable 

to allow for some flexibility, self-study, online learning, 

reading and collaboration; as well as to facilitate the 

teaching of the advanced programme subjects (English 

and Mathematics) within the school day. The GAP creates 

possibility for a flexible space during a very busy and 

often structured day. It introduces a way of teaching and 

demonstrating time-management, independent learning and 

accountability because girls will have choices and the senior 

girls, some freedom with regard to what they choose to do 

during the GAP slots. The teaching of responsibility needs 

to be intentional. We would ask parents to support us in 

this regard and to encourage your girls to be responsible 

for their own learning, choices and yes, for their mistakes. 

Taking ownership early instils accountability – something 

much-needed in South Africa and the world at large.
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Social media platforms give us a voice 

across a range of subjects locally and 

globally and there is an accountability 

in managing this. We need to 

learn from the highly publicized 

successes and mistakes made in 

big business and by leaders. In 

2018, we learnt the need for CEO’s to be 

politically responsive (France’s Macron 

called on business leaders for their 

support during the yellow vest protests). 

We also learnt that advisers can no longer 

‘divorce’ their troubled clients as evident 

when McKinsey tried to sidestep the blame 

for the collapse of Enron. When it was 

discovered that users’ personal data had 

been leaked to Cambridge Analytica, via 

FB, Mark Zuckerberg came under fire and 

through the #MeToo movement we saw a 

concerted effort on the part of companies 

to support professional behaviour and 

to put in place policies and measures to 

protect people in the workplace. Each of 

these examples highlights the need for 

accountability. Brand DGC must learn 

from these examples and ensure that its 

practice is in keeping with its principles. 

A massive challenge for young adults 

will be the ethical spaces into which 

they are pushed. In this regard their 

values will form the bridge between what 

they have known and what they need to 

know; where they have been and where 

they need to go. Decision-making in an 

era of genetic advancement, artificial 

intelligence and automation needs to 

be informed by a clear understanding 

of ethics. In addition to this, the values 

of kindness, compassion, empathy, self-

respect, respect for others, reflection 

and integrity need to be intentionally 

practiced. As artificial intelligence and 

automation start to impact humanity, 

previously-held notions will be challenged 

and we need to inculcate in young adults 

an understanding of the code of ethics 

and of their need to adhere to ethical 

decision-making on new fronts; for 

example, genetics and bio-technology. A 

clear appreciation of ethics will also help 

to combat endemic corruption levels and 

to create awareness around the practices 

that define several key industries and 

government departments.
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High School Staff

Row 6: Mrs Charmaine Jansen, Mr Wayne Schwartz, Ms Robyn McQueen, Mrs Karen Campbell-Gillies

Row 5: Miss Nadine Smith, Mrs Lynne Wyatt-Minter, Mrs Sue Meehan, Miss Simoné Haggard,  

Mr Vikash Raghunandan, Mrs Tamára Ridgway

Row 4: Mrs Samantha Hogan, Mrs Megan Nicolson, Ms Sally Quinlan, Miss Anna Blanckenberg,  

Mr Mathew Francis, Mrs Claire Wilkinson

Row 3: Mrs Nicola Early, Mrs Zuziwe Mdladla, Mrs Parvathy Naidu, Mrs Tory Hathorn,  

Mrs Leigh Bannister, Mrs Jacci Lewis, Mrs Aliki Edgcumbe, Ms Wendy Watson, 

Row 2: Ms Janet-Marie Venter, Sr Sandra Cary, Mrs Loreen Doherty-Bigara, Mrs Carmen Jacobsz,  

Mrs Helen McCready, Mrs Toni Landman, Ms Bell Meek, Mrs Dorinda Bolton, Ms Michelle Edgcumbe

Row 1: Mrs Carol-Anne Stephenson, Mrs Tiffany Thorne, Mrs Fiona Pentecost, Mrs Marianne Bailey,  

Mrs Heather Goedeke, Mrs Marika Kleyn, Mrs Bronwen Beekman, Miss Jennifer Harrison

And finally, in the famous words of the recently deceased 

poet, Mary Oliver, we need to reassure the girls that each of 

them has a place; a destiny – and that each of them belongs. 

This is especially important in a world where despite being 

connected via the web and cellular technology, people are 

in fact feeling more disconnected and lonely than they have 

in the past: These lines come from Mary Oliver’s poem, 

Wild Geese.

Whoever you are, no matter how lonely,

the world offers itself to your imagination,

calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting -

over and over announcing your place

in the family of things. 

Thank you and enjoy the awards ceremony.

Mrs Heather Goedeke
Head of High School
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Head Girl’s
VALEDICTION 2018

Good evening to The Honourable Minister Mr Pravin 

Gordhan, members of the board, invited guests, parents, 

staff and girls and most importantly the Matric Class of 2018.

Tonight signifies and celebrates the achievements of my fellow 

Matric pupils. On this evening we are able to highlight and 

appreciate characteristics of particular girls while still paying 

tribute to the grade that supported them. Most importantly this 

evening marks the end of our journey through High School. 

The story began in Grade 8, I can honestly say that I have 

grown a lot since then except in height. From where we were 

then to where we are now, who would have thought, that the 

same group of girls with a few additions along the way, would 

transform into this dynamic group sitting here tonight.

This chapter in which a lot of change is taking place, is a 

time where the changes in our personal lives are significantly 

affected by the changes in the world around us as opposed 

to just the walls of DGC.

There are a lot of preconceived ideas about the glamour of 

being in Matric, such as getting our own bathrooms, being 

able to wear the new belts, badges and jerseys as well being 

able to have the platform to make changes in the school and 

be at the forefront of leadership, and while these are all true, 

what nobody talks about is the pressures that come with all 

the glory. 

College affords us the opportunity to extend ourselves 

beyond the classroom by immersing us in an environment 

that encourages the growth of women in society. The focus 

over the past several years, in the media and our culture, 

has been on our ever-changing political climate, diversity, 

equality and human rights. Within these elements what is 

often overshadowed is the importance of focusing on one’s 

own well-being which is incredibly relevant particularly in 

this stressful period of our lives.

Despite the many environments DGC provides and exposes us 

to, the reality is that here at school we are incredibly sheltered. 

Even though we receive an immense amount of nurturing 

and advice, no one can truly prepare us for the mental toll 

that comes with the reality of being an adult, which is an 

experience many girls in my grade are looking forward to 

but… I can honestly say that I’m not one of them yet.

This year I began the year feeling very anxious about my 

responsibilities which is something many of the girls in our 

grade can understand. Before I knew it my anxiety had gotten 

the best of me and I found myself in an environment that I 

never thought I would land up in. I encountered people that 

were ordinary like you and me, yet they had stories to tell of 

their journey through life, their battle with mental health and 

their battle with faith. Personally I found it embarrassing to 

speak out about how I was feeling emotionally, especially 

given that it comes so naturally to me to put on a strong front. 

But it was as if I was meant to meet them just so that I could 

hear and lay witness to their wisdom. They enabled me to 

become aware of my inner self and the amount of peace 

that comes from being in tune with one’s mind and that is 

such an important lesson that future Matric learners need to 

understand when coming into the year.

But they were certainly not the biggest cogs in my wheel of 

success. That credit needs to go to my family, my friends, my 

peers, every single girl in my grade, and the teachers that I 

was privileged enough to have in my life.

So tonight Grade 12s I thank you. I thank you for your 

unending, unconditional support and the incredible love that 

you show me on a daily basis. Thank you for allowing me 

to speak freely and never feel judged. Thank you to those of 

you that were brave enough to share your stories with me. 

You’ve taught me that there’s power in being vulnerable and 

sharing your truth. Through you I have learnt the importance 

of standing as one and truly celebrating differences.

This grade has been through so much together, we will never 

forget the unexpected loss of our beloved and wickedly 

charming sister, Nomvelo. We comfort each other in times of 
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mourning and celebrate together in our successes. 

Thank you for allowing me to be myself and 

please know that I appreciate your support in both 

my personal life and in my role as your head. I 

knew from Grade 8 that I had been blessed with a 

group of sisters that have supported and moulded 

me into the person I am today. The true test of 

friendship is not when things are easy but when 

life is hard and I am most undoubtedly surrounded 

by faithful, honest and kind friends.

To Isabelle and Cenelle, you have been my rocks 

throughout this year. You have kept me grounded 

and focused for the duration of my role as Head 

Girl. Very few people know the hard work that 

goes on behind the scenes because these two 

humble ladies just get the job done. Isabelle and 

Cenelle thank you for all that you have done for me 

and for your grade.

Please allow me to also use this opportunity to 

thank my parents. Surprisingly it has not always 

been easy to raise me. But like most parents, my 

parents have sacrificed a lot to afford me the 

opportunity to attend such a prestigious school. 

With this is mind I implore you all to take time to 

thank your parents, especially the Matric pupils. 

This may be an end of a chapter for you, but it is 

also one for your parents.

And at this time of uncertainty and great 

excitement, I leave you with this quote by Dr Seuss.

“You’ll get mixed up, of course, 
as you already know. You’ll get 
mixed up with many strange 
birds as you go. So be sure 
when you step. Step with care 
and great tact and remember 
that Life’s a Great Balancing 
Act. Just never forget to be 
dexterous and deft. And never 
mix up your right foot with 
your left.”

And will you succeed?
Yes! You will indeed.
(98 and three quarters % 
guaranteed)

Nomcebo Sibiya
Head Girl

White Blazer Award
Cenelle Gounden has been awarded 

a white blazer. She achieved 

Honours for Academics: an award 

achieved in 2017 where she attained 

an aggregate well over the required 

85% mark; Honours for Culture (also 

achieved by the end of her Grade 

11 year in 2017). In Music she was 

selected for the KZN Youth Choir. She 

has represented Durban Girls’ College as a member of the High 

School Choir since Grade 8, and has fulfilled the required number 

of solo performances at events such as Choir performances and 

DGC Music Competitions, together with the Queensburgh and 

eThekwini Eisteddfods. (She also took the Trinity College London 

singing examinations, although this was not one of the criterion 

used to make the award). In addition to this, she was awarded 

with Honours for Creative Writing in 2016 for a short story, titled 

Defective, which was published in English Alive. 

The third Honours category that applies in this award is that of Service. 

The recipient has been an exemplary example of a true servant; one 

who serves because it is in her nature, and not because she seeks 

recognition. Despite her busyness as a musician and top academic, 

she has found the time and has felt the need to serve Durban Girls’ 

College and, in a number of roles – as Library Monitress, Computer 

Monitress, Archives Committee member, and as a member of the Hall 

Management Team. Furthermore, she has assisted at school events 

(House Plays, Old Girls’ Day, Open Evenings and Girl Talk) and has 

contributed to the community in her capacity as the Chief Fundraising 

Officer of the Durban Youth Council. 

In all, this young woman has, through her calm, focused and 

determined manner, together with humility and graciousness, 

managed to grow herself and challenge herself through her rich 

participation in school life. Her unique educational journey has 

indeed contributed positively to Durban Girls’ College and we are 

grateful for the example that she sets and for the unfailing values 

that underpin her every contribution. Congratulations, Cenelle!

Heather Goedeke (Head of  High School), Marianne Bailey (Executive Head), 

Cenelle Gounden, Michelle Posemann (Vice Chairperson, Board of  DGC)
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Senior Prize-Giving
2018

GRADE 8 

Academic Excellence in Grade 8:

Nabeela Abdool, Tazkia Abram,

Caylee Adams, Shannon Blades, 

Sophie Bresler, Katia Economou, 

Sabrina Fivaz, Hannah Hansa, 

Hannah Lamprecht, Zora Merkofer, 

Viajul Moodley, Monay Mouton, 

Sonali Naidoo, Nomcebo Ngcobo, 

Amy Sang, Summan Siddiqi, 

Sameeha Siddique, Faathima Solwa, 

Clea Turner, Ella Vorster, Danni 

Wiseman.

ACHIEVEMENT CERTIFICATES:

Excellence in English Oral 

Sarah Andrew

Creative Writing in English

Tamara Sweetman

Excellence in Afrikaans Oral

Monay Mouton

Most Promising Non-Mother 

Tongue Speaker: Afrikaans

Poppy Souchon

Excellence in Oral - isiZulu

Asanda Msomi

Excellence in Practical Work  

in Music – Sonali Naidoo

Consistent Effort and Interest  

in Subject Music – Sarah Andrew

Excellent Achievement in 

Dramatic Arts

Nandipha Mthethwa, Sarah Andrew, 

Prerna Narsai, Shannon Blades

Excellent Achievement in French

Johara Abdool-Samad, Tazkia 

Abram, Caylee Adams, Amy Sang, 

Poppy Souchon

Excellent Achievement in  

Visual Art – Philasande Mkize

First in the Grade in Afrikaans

Tamara Sweetman

First in the Grade in Biology

Sarah Andrew

First in the Grade in Consumer 

Studies – Clea Turner

First in the Grade in Economic 

and Management Sciences

Tamara Sweetman

First in the Grade in English 

Home Language

Tamara Sweetman

First in the Grade in French

Sarah Andrew

First in the Grade in  

Geography – Sarah Andrew

First in the Grade in History

Johara Abdool-Samad

First in the Grade in isiZulu

Nomcebo Ncgobo

First in the Grade in Life 

Orientation – Sarah Andrew

First in the Grade in  

Mathematics – Youngeun Kim

First in the Grade in Science

Sarah Andrew

Good Fellowship in Grade 8 

Trophy – Youngeun Kim (8M),  

Ella Vorster (8B), Asanda  

Msomi (8S), Nandi Magwaza (8W)

Outstanding Overall Academic 

Achievement in Grade 8

Johara Abdool-Samad, Sarah 

Andrew, Poppy Souchon, Sarah 

Sparks, Tamara Sweetman

Excellence in Academics and 

Sport in Grade 8 Trophy

Danni Wiseman

Good Fellowship in Grade 8 Trophy: Youngeun Kim (8M), Asanda Msomi (8S),  

Nandi Magwaza (8W), Ella Vorster (8B)

Tamara Sweetman, Sarah Sparks,  

Sarah Andrews

Danni Wiseman
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GRADE 9 

Academic Excellence in Grade 9:

Zuhairaa Ally, Sidra Amod, Nicole 

Baker, Niwedita Bhatta, Julie Blevin, 

Julia Burnett, Georgina Church, 

Lucy Campbell, Alyssa de Freitas, 

Amanda Holmes, Amy Honeywell, 

Yaseera Jazbhay, Leah Kiratu, Erin 

Lazarus, Yusra Lombard, Dhiya 

Maharaj, Grace Maitin, Kylie 

Misdorp, Isabella Moran, Mishara 

Naidoo, Mikhaela Odayan, Kasmir 

Pillay, Ciarla Scheepers, Talia 

Schneiderman, Likanyiso Sipunzi, 

Jodie Smart, Luca Tarboton, Layyah 

Timol, Claire Vryenhoek, Margot van 

Rooyen, Chloe Waller, Josephine 

Walton, Rebecca Winter, Josephine 

Zietkiewicz.

ACHIEVEMENT CERTIFICATES:

Consistent Effort and Interest in 

Subject Music – Luca Tarboton

Excellence in Practical Music 

Niwedita Bhatta

Excellence in Creative Writing in 

English – Jenna Pearson

Excellence in English Oral 

Jenna Pearson

Excellence in Afrikaans Oral 

Olivia Sharratt

Most Promising Non-Mother 

Tongue Speaker: Afrikaans 

Jenna Pearson

Most Promising Non-Mother 

Tongue Speaker: isiZulu 

Saabira Amod

Excellence in isiZulu Oral 

Nolwandle Duma

Excellence in French – Erin Lazarus, 

Jenna Pearson, Zuhairaa Ally

First in the Grade in Accounting

Zuhairaa Ally

First in the Grade in Afrikaans

Keara Dunford

First in the Grade in Biology

Jenna Pearson

First in the Grade in Consumer 

Studies – Josephine Walton

First in the Grade in Dramatic 

Arts – Josie Zietkiewicz

First in the Grade in English

Jenna Pearson 

First in the Grade in French

Melissa Githinji, Leah Kiratu 

First in the Grade in Geography

Olivia Sharratt

First in the Grade in History

Jenna Pearson
 

First in the Grade in isiZulu

Aphile Ntshangase

First in the Grade in Life 

Orientation – Olivia Sharratt

First in the Grade in Mathematics

Jenna Pearson

First in the Grade in Science

Jenna Pearson

First in the Grade in Subject 

Music – Kiara Jeewan

First in the Grade in Visual Arts

Holly Piper

Outstanding Overall Academic 

Achievement in Grade 9

Keara Dunford, Melissa Githinji, 

Kiara Jeewan, Jenna Pearson, Olivia 

Sharratt

Excellence in Academics and 

Sport in Grade 9 – Keara Dunford

Parent’s Committee Prize for 

Courtesy, Consideration and 

Commitment (Good Fellowship)

Saabira Amod

Middle School Dux

Jenna Pearson

Melissa Githinji, Kiara Jeewan, Keara Dunford, Olivia SharrattKeara Dunford Saabira Amod
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GRADE 10

Academic Excellence in Grade 10:

Inaam Abdool-Samad, Amaarah 

Amod, Jade Busse, Kenya Corte 

Portela, Gemma Early, Mikayla 

Edgley, Nika Govender, Tahseena 

Hassam, Aalia Kajee, Nina Kruse, 

Mazwi-Edenga Mandimutsira, Jamie 

Mower, Arin Pincus, Klara Robertson, 

Samira Salduker, Olivia Saulez, 

Kaela Simpson, Simran Singh, Jenna 

Stichelbout, Sabeeha Suliman, 

Roxanne Thornton, Chelsea Utermark.

ACHIEVEMENT CERTIFICATES:

Adams Accounting Prize

Naqiyah Moosa

Advanced Programme 

Mathematics Prize – Jena Woodroffe

Visual Art Prize – Holly Munks

Business Studies Prize

Naqiyah Moosa

Consumer Studies Prize, donated 

by Gem Outfitters – Jade Busse

Dramatic Arts Prize

Mikayla Edgley 

Elizabeth Law Prize for English

Holly Munks

Emily Rouah Prize for 

Mathematics – Jena Woodroffe

Prize for Mathematical Literacy

Kaela Simpson 

Rogers Memorial Prize for History 

Holly Munks

Geography Prize – Kimara Naidoo

Information Technology Prize

Jena Woodroffe

Hancock-Pike Prize for Life 

Sciences Gemma Erskine

Life Orientation Prize

Samira Salduker

Margaret Gay Prize for Physical 

Science – Jena Woodroffe

Non-Mother Tongue Prize isiZulu

Nika Govender, Naqiyah Moosa

Stubbs Memorial Prize for isiZulu

Xolile Luthuli

Rita Wichura Prize for Afrikaans

Holly Munks

Prize for spoken Afrikaans

Jamie Mower

Margaret Bruce Memorial Prize 

for French – Holly Munks

French Prize, for the Most 

Improved Student, donated by 

Mrs Batchelor – Samira Salduker

The Music Bar Prize for 

outstanding work in Subject Music 

Nina Kruse

The Ngotho Family Prize for 

Outstanding Contribution to  

Music Trophy – Gemma Early,  

Nina Kruse

Outstanding Overall Academic 

Achievement – Gemma Erskine, 

Naqiyah Moosa, Holly Munks,  

Kimara Naidoo, Jena Woodroffe

Excellence in Academics and 

Sport – Jenna Stichelbout

Excellence in Academics and 

Culture – Klara Robertson

Good Fellowship in Grade 10

Kaela Simpson

GRADE 11 

Academic Excellence in Grade 11:

Afua Aryetey, Olivia Bradshaw, 

Abigail Brown, Isabella Cochrane, 

Jenna Cooper, Luisa De Vlieg, 

Jocelyn Farrell, Riya Gopal, Shivika 

Govender, Jessica Hoare, Micaela 

Kapp, Ariana Moodley, Gillian 

Nicolson, Anzel Pansegrouw, Abigail 

Phipps, Andrea Reddy, Olivia Saad, 

Georgina Saulez, Zah’ra Seedat, 

Rachel Wedderburn-Maxwell,  

Keren Wessels.

Ernst and Young Prize for 

Mathematics – Kereena Bhana

Advanced Programme 

Mathematics Prize

Kereena Bhana

The Prize for Mathematical 

Literacy – Amy Howard

Physical Science Prize

Kereena Bhana

UKZN Mathematics and Physical 

Science Award – Kereena Bhana

Amy Tripe Trophy for Geography

Isabella Cochrane

Visual Art Prize – Emma Sharratt

Business Studies Prize

Olivia Saad

Outstanding Overall Academic Achievement in  

Grade 10: Holly Munks, Jena Woodroffe,  

Kimara Naidoo, Gemma Erskine, Naqiyah Moosa Kaela Simpson

Jenna Stichelbout
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Carruthers Cup for Drama

Georgina Saulez 

Consumer Studies Prize

Jessica Hoare

Dianne Stewart Trophy and Prize 

for Creative Writing – Riya Gopal

Helen Daniel Prize for History

Caitlin Honeywell

Price Waterhouse Shield and Prize 

for Accounting – Keren Wessels

Prize for Life Sciences

Aaliyah Islam

Grade 11 Prize for Practical Work 

in Life Sciences – Kereena Bhana

The Life Orientation Prize

Caitlin Honeywell

M A Byron Prize for English

Riya Gopal

M A Byron Prize for English

Caitlin Honeywell

Advanced Programme English 

Prize – Afua Aryetey

Martie van Heerden Prize for 

Spoken Afrikaans 

Anzel Pansegrouw

First in Grade in Afrikaans 

Emma Sharratt

isiZulu Prize – Afua Aryetey, 

Mvunulo Khumalo

Non-Mother Tongue Prize isiZulu 

Gillian Nicolson

La Hausse de la Louvière Prize 

for French – Caitlin Honeywell

Mozart Bust for excellence in 

Subject Music

Rachel Wedderburn-Maxwell

Perks Trophy for Outstanding 

Contribution to Music

Rachel Wedderburn-Maxwell

Excellence in Academics and 

Sport - Grade 11 – Giulia Torino

Excellence in Academics and 

Culture in Grade 11 – Ara Naidoo

Outstanding Overall Academic 

Achievement in Grade 11

Kereena Bhana, Aaliyah Islam, 

Caitlin Honeywell, Ara Naidoo, 

Emma Sharratt

Excellence in Academics and 

Sport in Grade 11 – Giulia Torino

Excellence in Academics and 

Culture in Grade 11 – Ara Naidoo

The Heather Robb Prize for Top 

Student in Grade 11

Emma Sharratt

Outstanding Overall Academic Achievement in Grade 11: Caitlin  

Honeywell, Ara Naidoo, Kereena Bhana, Emma Sharratt, Aaliyah Islam

Giulia Torino Emma Sharratt
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Grade 12 Prize-Giving
2018

Academic Prize

Tayla Daykin, Caitlyn Le Grange, Rethabile Moshesh, 

Thandiwe Moyo, Raffaella van der Westhuyzen

Academic Prize (Cum Laude)

Isabella Hitchings, Rhea Valjee

AD van Rensburg Prize for Spoken Afrikaans

Leandri Kleyn

Stubbs Memorial prize for isiZulu – Rethabile Moshesh

Madame Hardy Prize for Spoken French

Sumaya Simjee

Membrey Prize for Art Theory

Erin Lawson

Claire Mills Trophy for Progress in Drama

Emma Herbert and Leandri Kleyn

Maria Oliva Prize for the Most Improved History 

Student – Lara Valenti

Phillippa Lewis Memorial Prize for Consumer 

Studies – Jenna Matthews 

Prize for Mathematical Literacy – Nina Wiggins 

Suzanna Spooner 

•	Joan	and	Ken	Elliott	Award	for	Highest	Marks	in	
Mathematics and Geography

•	The	Jennifer	Wild	Award	for	Geography	
•	The	Saville	Prize	for	Cookery	

Kirsten Stamatis 

•	Academic	Prize	
•	The	Saville	Prize	for	Cookery	

Tejal Ramjee

•	Academic	Prize		
•	The	Nicky	Lapinsky	Prize	for	Advanced	Programme	

Mathematics 

Kate Phillips 

•	Academic	Prize	
•	The	Robertson	Prize	for	Consumer	Studies	

Kiara Padayachee 

•	Academic	Prize	
•	Prize	for	Dramatic	Arts	Theory	

Puja Pande

•	Academic	Prize	
•	Most	Improved	Non-Mother	Tongue	isiZulu	Speaker	

Reyhana Jacobs

•	Academic	Prize	
•	Prize	for	Music	

Mr Pravin Gordhan (Guest of  Honour: Minister of  Public Enterprises), Cenelle Gounden (Proxime Accessit to Dux),  

Mrs Marianne Bailey (Executive Head), Antonia Grindrod (Dux), Mr Ken McIntosh (Chairman of  the Board)
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Laura Jackson

•	Academic	Prize	(Cum	Laude)	
•	The	Cramb	Family	Prize	for	Practical	Work 

in Life Sciences 

Andrea Plumbley

•	Academic	Prize	(Cum	Laude)	
•	Smuts	Reid	Prize	for	Contribution	to	Senior	Choir	

Olivia du Plessis

•	Academic	Prize	(Cum	Laude)	
•	Ann	Batchelor	Prize	for	Practical	Art	
•	Atkinson	Prize	for	Art	

Humairaa Khalid

•	Academic	Prize	(Cum	Laude)	
•	Ernst	and	Young	Accounting	Prize	
•	Price	Waterhouse	Coopers	Crystal	Floating	Trophy	for	

Highest Accounting Marks for the last 4 years 

Cenelle Gounden

•	Academic	Prize	(Cum	Laude)	
•	Rita	Wichura	Prize	for	Afrikaans	
•	AD	van	Rensburg	Prize	for	Spoken	Afrikaans	
•	The	Clarkson	Memorial	Prize	for	Life	Sciences	

Ruth Thumbi

•	Academic	Prize	(Cum	Laude)	
•	A	E	Ingle	Prize	for	English	
•	Dianne	Stewart	Prize	for	Creative	Writing	
•	Elizabeth	Law	Prize	for	English	
•	Nel	Dramatic	Arts	Prize	for	Practical	Work	
•	Rogers	Memorial	Prize	for	History	

Antonia Grindrod 

•	Academic	Prize	(Cum	Laude)	
•	David	Hodges	Prize	for	Physical	Science	
•	Madame	Hardy	Prize	for	Spoken	French	
•	Margaret	Bruce	Memorial	Prize	for	French	
•	Price	Waterhouse	Coopers	Business	Studies	Prize	
•	Rutherford	Memorial	Prize	for	Mathematics		
•	The	Stubbs	Memorial	Prize	for	isiZulu	
•	Life	Orientation	Prize	

Mr Pravin Gordhan (Guest of  Honour: Minister of  Public Enterprises), Mrs Marianne Bailey (Executive Head),  

Humairaa Khalid, Antonia Grindrod, Cenelle Gounden, Mr Ken McIntosh (Chairman of  the Board), Nomcebo Sibiya
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Archie Cramer Shield for Spoken English

Rutherford 

Schuurman Cup for Scholarship and Conduct 

Cottam

Adams Leadership Cup – Cottam

House Efficiency Shield – Palmer

Margaret Christison Prize for Captain of 

House that Won the Efficiency Shield

Emma Herbert

Prize for Deputy Head of College House – Nina Mabusela

Prize for Head Girl of College House – Erin Lawson

Prize for Deputy Head of SRC – Kirsten Dorkin

Prize for Head of SRC – Raffaella van der Westhuyzen

Janette Shapiro Prize for Deputy Head Girls – Isabelle 

Pattenden, Cenelle Gounden

Harriet Robinson Prize for Head Girl - (Bequeathed by 

Miss Middleton) – Nomcebo Sibiya

Jessie Carte Memorial Prize for the top DGC student in 

the 2017 NSC Examinations – Chloë Royston

Margot Reid Trophy for Deportment – Isabelle Pattenden

Gwen Williams Attendance Trophy – Cenelle Gounden

Elizabeth and Kate Pentecost Trophy for Excellence in 

Academics and Sport – Emma Lloyd

DGC Trophy for Excellence in Academics and Culture

Thandiwe Moyo & Andrea Plumbley

Jennifer and Deborah Wilson Prize for All-Round 

Contribution to College – Olivia du Plessis

Sherine Higginson Rosebowl for All-Round Excellence

Cenelle Gounden & Ruth Thumbi

Kathryn Purkis Trophy for Good Fellowship – Puja Pande

Quinta Essentia Award – Emma Herbert

Cenelle Gounden 

Churchill Mason Award for Proxime Accessit to Dux

Proxime Accessit to Dux 2018 

Antonia Grindrod 

Elizabeth Dacomb Trophy First Dux in 1879 

Florence Dacomb Trophy Dux in 1891 

Emil Jack Maehler Award for Consistent Achievement  

of Excellence and Balfour Collier Prize for Dux

Sherine Higginson Rosebowl for All-Round Excellence: Mr Pravin Gordhan (Guest of  Honour: Minister of  Public Enterprises),  

Cenelle Gounden & Ruth Thumbi, Mrs Marianne Bailey (Executive Head), Mr Ken McIntosh (Chairman of  the Board)

Humairaa Khalid

Emma Herbert
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Matric Parents’ Cocktail Party
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IEB Results
CLASS OF 2018

Durban Girls’ College applauds the Class of 2018 

on their outstanding IEB results. We recognise the 

hard work and dedication of our teachers, without 

whom these results would not have been possible. 

The Class of 2018 has truly demonstrated their 

academic excellence. Now it is time for these 

remarkable young women to go out and enrich our 

society.

Durban Girls’ College wishes them well as they 

embark on their onward journey.

•	100%	Pass	Rate

•	100%	Bachelor	Pass

•	226	Distinctions

•	3	in	IEB	List	of	Outstanding	Achievers	nationally

•	77%	of	all	symbols	attained	are	As	and	Bs

•	25	placements	in	the	top	1%	nationally	for	
individual subjects

There is so much to celebrate; not only in terms of our Top Achievers, 

but also with regard to the number of ‘personal bests’. Well done, 

girls! Not only have you done yourselves proud, but you have done 

your families and the Durban Girls’ College family proud and we 

salute you on this wonderful set of Matric results. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the teachers at DGC for 

their hard work and loyalty, for their subject leadership and expertise, 

their mentorship and for the role that so many of them play in the 

marking processes. 

Mrs Heather Goedeke
Head of High School

DGC Matric Achievers achieving results 

that placed them in the top 1% of the 

IEB candidates nationally in individual 

subjects (25 placements):

Antonia Grindrod (Business Studies, English 

Home Language, French Second Additional 

Language, isiZulu First Additional Language, Life 

Orientation, Mathematics, Physical Sciences), 

Rhea Valjee (Business Studies); Kate Phillips 

(Business Studies, Consumer Studies); Kirsten 

Dorkin (English Home Language); Ruth 

Thumbi (English Home Language); Cenelle 

Gounden (English Home Language, Life 

Sciences); Thandiwe Moyo (English Home 

Language); Taryn Naidoo (English Home 

Language); Raffaella van der Westhuyzen 

(English Home Language); Jenna Matthews 

(English Home Language); Diyara Prakash 

(Hindi Second Additional Language); Andrea 

Plumbley (History, Life Sciences); Rethabile 

Moshesh (isiZulu First Additional Language); 

Humairaa Khalid (Life Orientation); Kate 

Hill (Mathematical Literacy); Olivia Du Plessis 

(Visual Arts).

8 Distinctions
Antonia Grindrod, Humairaa Khalid, 

Andrea Plumbley

7 Distinctions

Tayla Daykin, Cenelle Gounden, Isabella 

Hitchings, Laura Jackson, Caitlyn Le 

Grange, Kiara Padayachee, Rhea Valjee

6 Distinctions

Olivia Du Plessis, Thandiwe Moyo, Puja 

Pande, Kate Phillips, Tejal Ramjee, Ruth 

Thumbi, Raffaella van der Westhuyzen, 

Nina Wiggins

5 Distinctions

Almira Abdool-Samad, Phoebe Darby-

Wade, Kirsten Dorkin, Reyhana Jacobs, 

Singita Khosa, Emma Lloyd, Taryn Naidoo, 

Shreya Nathwani, Isabelle Pattenden, 

Suzanna Spooner, Lara Valenti

4 Distinctions

Charlotte Allan, Raeesah Arbee, Ayla 

Asad, Kiara Fernandes, Erin Johnson, 

Chloë King, Leandri Kleyn, Nina Mabusela, 

Jenna Matthews, Rethabile Moshesh, Kaley 

Mottram, Jordan Savic, Sumaya Simjee, 

Kirsten Stamatis
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These girls achieved 

within the top 5% of 

learners in 6 or more 

subjects and scored 

80% or more for Life 

Orientation.

Candidates on the IEB List of Outstanding Achievers Countrywide

Cenelle Gounden

7 Distinctions

IEB Outstanding Achiever

Antonia Grindrod

8 Distinctions

IEB Outstanding Achiever

Andrea Plumbley

8 Distinctions

IEB Outstanding Achiever

Candidates with 7 or more distinctions:

Humairaa Khalid

8 Distinctions

Tayla Daykin

7 Distinctions

Caitlyn Le Grange

7 Distinctions

Isabella Hitchings 

7 Distinctions

Kiara Padayachee 

7 Distinctions

Rhea Valjee

7 Distinctions

Laura Jackson

7 Distinctions

“Education is the 
most powerful 
weapon which 
you can use to 
change the world”  

– Nelson Mandela
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College House
2018 REPORT

College House is one of the best parts of Durban Girls’ 

College; with the environment of love and support that is 

created, it is not just a boarding establishment but rather our 

home. Joining College House, just three years ago, was the 

same as joining a family and I am so grateful to be a part of 

such an exceptional group of girls. 

This place would not be the same without Mrs Small, our 

loving Housemother, as well as the service staff who never 

fail to bring a smile to our faces. College House is built on 

the hard-working ethic of our girls and the honest support of 

one another that comes with living together.

As boarders, we continue to make memories each year, 

through our exciting win of School versus House, annual 

boarder ball and Christmas market, along with our extremely 

talented College House Marimba Band. 

As College House continues to succeed and grow, I hope that 

2018 with be remembered with nostalgia and happiness.

Erin Lawson
Head of College House

Tara Miller, Erin Lawson, Ayanda Dlamini (Head of  College House 2017) 
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College House 2018

Row 6: Tao Ellender, Cassidy Wilson, Ella Friedrich, Georgina Church, Nicole McGregor, Sisanda Mabusela, Esihle Zondo

Row 5: Rouxlé Johnstone, Emma Knowler, Georgia Clark, Jenna Cole, Keren Wessels, Lucy Campbell, Sinead Carson, Mvunulo Khumalo

Row 4: Gabriella Gervasoni, Julie Blevin, Thubelihle Madlala, Poppy Souchon, Hannah Lamprecht, Alicia Chiwaja, 

Kaylah Groenewald, Francesca Baldi, Kelly Corbett

Row 3: Courtney de Matteis, Alwande Ngubane, Daniella Styan, Katia Economou, Nolwandle Duma, Olwethu Zondo, Olivia Rey, Aphila Ntshangase

Row 2: Monique Mitchell, Zinobia Swanepoel, Siphesihle Buthelezi, Georgia Cloete, Erin Lawson (Head),  

Nina Mabusela (Deputy Head), Kate Hill, Rebekah Torrens, Nomcebo Sibiya

Row 1: Kira Ribbink, Kayla Ribbink, Aimée Hulett, Sophia Hulett, Asanda Msomi, Xolile Luthuli, Marcessa Coelho
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Leadership Portfolios
HIGH SCHOOL 2018

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the leadership 

body of 2018. Leadership at College is of the utmost 

importance as it creates the foundation for College ladies 

to be able to conquer their fields of specialities in the real 

world. The leadership programme at Durban Girls’ College 

equips us with the skills to not only stand out among the rest 

but to also to take control of our futures by being proactive 

and self-aware. Through leadership we are taught service 

above self and that a true leader leads from behind. 

This year, our leadership body has been successful in 

honing these skills in order to really pursue the goals each 

leader had in their portfolios. I am more than grateful to 

have worked with an immensely dedicated and efficient 

group of girls. From the mentors who not only take their 

roles of keeping a high standard of conduct in the school 

but also make an effort to bond with their classes and leave 

a positive impression on the girls. To the portfolio heads, 

who we refer to as the “purple people”, you have all put 

forward your best efforts in ensuring that all your respective 

portfolios run smoothly and you have truly outdone 

yourselves in making sure that the initiatives that we’ve 

run this year have been both meaningful and memorable. 

Thank you to each and every Matric pupil that had a role to 

play in leadership this year. Matric is already hard enough 

but we, as a leadership body, have made sure to work 

consistently and be of service to the school and its pupils. 

It has been a pleasure to be surrounded by such brilliant 

minds that push me to work harder and that makes me proud 

to be a Durban Girls’ College girl. Thank you for all your 

hard work and you too should be proud of yourselves. 

Most importantly, I would like to thank the teacher that has 

made all of this possible. This is a woman who works tirelessly 

ensuring that leadership at College is constantly evolving 

and becoming better and better. Mrs Ridgway, thank you 

for all that you do for us. No amount of thank yous will 

ever be enough to show you how much we appreciate your 

care. The Head Girls in particular work, with Mrs Ridgway 

personally and I know I speak for all of us when I say that 

this lady is nothing short of a blessing in our lives. Thank you 

for making sure that our heads are screwed on straight and 

for going over and above your call of duty. 

On behalf of the Matric Class of 2018, I would like to thank 

all our teachers. The teachers in this school are dedicated 

and hard-working. Some of our best memories from College 

have been with our teachers. These ladies and three men 

bring so much enthusiasm and passion to the classrooms. 

We definitely would not be as well rounded as we are now 

without them. The lessons you have taught us go far beyond 

our syllabus, you instilled in us so much wisdom and for that 

we say thank you. So can we please give our teachers a 

round of applause.

Nomcebo Sibiya
Head Girl

PUPIL LEADERSHIP Head Vice-Head

Head Girls for 2018 Nomcebo Sibiya
Isabelle Pattenden (Administration & Organisation)

Cenelle Gounden (Conduct)

College House Erin Lawson Nina Mabusela

SRC Raffaella van der Westhuyzen Kirsten Dorkin

Sport Kate Phillips Casey Smart

Spirit Rethabile Moshesh Rebekah Torrens

Academics Laura Jackson Hamairaa Khalid

Culture Ruth Thumbi Leandri Kleyn

Music Almira-Abdool Samad Reyhana Jacobs

Mentor Singita Khosa –

Service Casey-May Lewis Zahra Carrim

Social Responsibility Puja Pande Ruth Thumbi
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Matric Leaders 2018

Row 2: Erin Lawson (Head of  College House), Raffaella van der Westhuyzen (Head of  SRC),  

Nina Mabusela (Deputy of  College House) Isabelle Pattenden (Deputy Head: Administration)

Row 1: Cenelle Gounden (Deputy Head: Conduct), Nomcebo Sibiya (Head Girl), Kirsten Dorkin (Vice-Head of  SRC)
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The focus of the Academic Portfolio is to provide academic 

assistance to DGC girls as well as opportunities to extend 

them academically. This year the Academic Portfolio has 

successfully overseen Computer Monitresses, the Poetry 

Society and Academic Support. The Computer Monitresses 

dedicated their time to assist girls in the computer rooms, on 

how to navigate the IT system. The Poetry Society allowed 

the girls to have an outlet for their creative side, where they 

were encouraged to express their individual voices. The 

Academic Support Committee helped girls with all subject 

related queries, homework or revision.

Laura Jackson
Head of Academics

The visibility of Academic Support has greatly increased 

since last year. We are very pleased with the progress of 

Academic Support and how it has allowed us to help many 

girls in the High School. 

Our main goal for 2018 was to encourage more girls to 

come to Academic Support, if they felt unsure about a section 

in any subject, and we were able to achieve this goal. We 

helped girls with work in many subjects, from Science and 

Mathematics to English and Business Studies, and I am very 

proud of the eight hard-working girls on the committee who 

took time out of their busy student lives to aid their peers. 

A very successful project this year was solving riddles. We 

spread the word of Academic Support through this project, 

by sending the same riddle to each grade, and the first girl to 

solve the riddle would win a slab of chocolate. This allowed 

us to reach students in a fun way while also challenging them 

academically, and many girls came to answer the riddle 

and still stayed for some help regarding sections they were 

struggling with. Overall, 2018 has been a very successful 

year for Academic Support, as we have grown and expanded 

in comparison to last year.

Caitlyn Le Grange
Head of Academic Support

Academics
REPORT

Academic Support

Row 2: Ariana Moodley, Samira Salduker, Caitlin Honeywell, Ara Naidoo, Isabella Cochrane

Row 1: Andrea Reddy, Caitlyn Le Grange (Head), Olivia Saad, Olivia Bradshaw
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This year, our Computer Monitresses made it their goal to 

make the Computer Room a fun environment by hanging 

up posters and decorating the computer notice board to 

promote the ‘technological era’ our society is progressing 

towards. The Computer Monitresses helped students improve 

their computer skills and made it their mission to make the 

computer room a pleasant environment and this was all 

because of their determination and commitment.

Yukta Mohanlal
Head of Computer Monitresses

IT
Problem-solving has been identified as one of the primary 

skills needed to succeed in the 21st Century and coding 

is a really good way to teach this skill. It instils the habit of 

breaking problems down into segments, then tackling each 

segment modularly until the whole problem is solved. As 

problem-solving is such an essential skill, coding is now being 

introduced from Grade 00 upwards and girls in all different 

phases are learning coding and how to program robots.

Junior Primary girls have had much fun programming the 

Bee-Bots (a robotic beetle), Robot Mouse and Sphero minis 

(robotic balls). The Senior Primary have become expert coders 

in the “2Code” module of Purple Mash – some of them even 

coding their own games from scratch - and have had great 

fun with the Dash & Dot and Sphero balls. The Grade 9s have 

had a full year of coding - learning how to create programs in 

Scratch, having fun (with much noisy excitement) programming 

the Sphero balls; and finally, everyone’s favourite – creating 

their own websites using HTML.

2018 saw the introduction of Information Technology as a 

subject to be taken for Matric, with our first class of Grade 10s 

signing up for the challenge. Although this year’s class was 

quite small there has been a lot of interest in the subject and 

there has been a big increase in the number of girls interested 

in taking it as an elective subject for Matric next year.

Google Classroom is proving to be an incredibly valuable 

and popular platform for sharing assignments and tasks and 

is widely used from Grade 3 through to Matric.

A new bank of iPads was purchased for the Senior Primary 

and these are being used regularly in various different 

subjects for the girls to create their own content as well as to 

participate in lessons set up for them on Google Classroom 

by their teachers. All girls in the High School are expected to 

bring their own iPads to school each day for use in lessons 

and particularly to access Google Classroom.

With a view to improving the speed of our network and 

internet connectivity, a significant revamp of our computer 

infrastructure and Wi-Fi facilities was done during the 

September holidays. In addition, a new firewall was 

installed this year, ensuring that the current internet service 

is managed effectively and also to provide a higher level of 

security and reporting.

The 2018 Computer Monitresses did an excellent job of 

overseeing the use of the computers in the computer rooms 

during breaks and assisting girls with homework and any 

problems they had in completing digital projects. Many 

thanks to them for their hard work and commitment this year.

Mrs Sue Ausmeier 
Head of Computers
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Row 1: Nandi Magwaza, Mr Wayne Schwartz, Nomcebo Ngobo, Sarah Sparks

Grade 8 Debating Team

Computer Monitresses

Row 2: Riya Gopal, Sana Osman, Janelle Janse van Rensburg, Kereena Bhana, Aaliya Islam

Row 1: Ariana Moodley, Yukta Mohanlal (Head), Mrs Sue Ausmeier, Ketanya Chetty (Vice-Head), Ilhaam Hassim
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Junior Debating Team

Senior Debating Team

Row 3: Aalia Kajee, Zandile Mafu, Yusra Lombard, Georgia Bruwer, Jenna Pearson

Row 2: Kasmir Pillay, Simran Singh, Leyyah Jadwat, Samira Salduker, Samishka Reddi, Mishara Naidoo

Row 1: Atiyah Asmal, Chloe Waller, Mr Wayne Schwartz, Amaarah Amod, Layyah Timol

Row1: Afua Aryetey, Kirsten Dorkin, Mr Wayne Schwartz, Atiyah Asmal, Anzel Pansegrouw
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The main aim of the Culture Portfolio this year has been 

growth. Culture at DGC has always been an incredibly 

vibrant and exciting aspect of school life, but this year we 

have really aimed to dig into the potential of each and every 

student to ensure that everybody has the ability to express 

themselves creatively. This aim was fulfilled fairly early on in 

the year with the introduction of two new school groups, the 

Creative Writing Club (led by Ketanya Chetty) and the Film 

Club (led by Antonia Grindrod). Though these clubs have 

remained rather small, its participants have been incredibly 

enthusiastic and we are excited to see both groups grow 

next year.

Aside from new clubs, the Culture Portfolio has succeeded in 

growing in other ways. For the first time, the drama showcase 

– usually limited to performances by drama students – 

featured performances from the poetry and a capella girls, 

giving these groups a better chance to display their cultural 

talents. We also had a number of assemblies commemorating 

national holidays in which many of our cultural groups were 

involved. The a capella girls performed at our Human Rights 

Day assembly, while the poetry, music and African drumming 

girls performed at our Heritage Day assembly.

And yet, even with all the new events and activities, the 

Culture Portfolio has not abandoned its tried and true 

landmarks. Culture Kudos was a resounding success, with 

pieces ranging from quiet and moving to energetic and fun. 

And our Grade 11s impressed everyone with the work they 

produced for this year’s House Plays, tackling complex issues 

like racism, rape and femicide with nuance and depth.

It has been a huge honour to be a part of the Culture Portfolio 

this year. The incredible talent of each and every girl who 

has been a part of it has repeatedly left me in awe, and I 

have learned so much about drive, determination, teamwork 

and self-motivation from watching these girls give of their 

best at every single turn. It is hard saying goodbye to this 

part of school life, but if this year is any indication, it’s clear 

that the Culture Portfolio will thrive for years to come.

Ruth Thumbi
Head of Culture

Culture
REPORT

Creative Writing Committee

Row 2: Simran Singh, Nolwandle Duma, Ché Harris, Jena Woodroffe, Holly Munks, Samira Salduker

Row 1: Zahra Carrim, Ketanya Chetty (Head), Ruth Thumbi
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Regardless of what trials we faced along the way, Culture 

Kudos has always been a success at the end of the day – 

and so it was in 2018. As you may already know, Culture 

Kudos is a celebration of the diverse cultures that exist 

in the High School through dance, song, poetry and art. 

This year we wanted to improve on the shows inclusivity 

of younger grades in leadership roles as choreographers; 

the organisation of all ensembles; and the commitment of 

individuals. Though it was not a perfect process, everybody 

worked extremely hard to ensure that their groups were well 

prepared to perform on the night.

In addition to this, we all learnt valuable life lessons through 

this journey together such as the ability to compromise and 

remain dedicated despite the turmoil we may face in life. 

I would like to commend all of this year’s participants for 

the sincerity and passion with which they performed after 

the loss of our beloved Dina Simpson – a loyal member of 

Culture Kudos. 

With the steady growth that happened this year, I am excited 

to see how this unique celebration evolves over the coming 

years and spreads across our wider community. The funds 

raised from Culture Kudos 2018 were donated to the Domino 

Foundation with a desire to see children within South Africa 

living in dignity with hope and purpose.

Thandiwe Moyo
Head of Culture Kudos

Being a new addition to the school, the Creative Writing 

Club focused on the nurturing of students’ writing – providing 

the girls with a safe place to spotlight their creativity and 

to strengthen bonds with others from different grades 

and backgrounds in the process. The club offered writing 

workshops and had committee members on hand for students 

to seek help, opinions or inspiration from. The girls often 

loved coming to the club in their free time, participating in 

storyline debates and sharing writing techniques, and built 

relationships through their similarities in both their personal 

interests and writing. Overall, the Creative Writing Club 

made it their mission to create a safe and encouraging 

environment for the girls who prefer expressing themselves 

on paper, along with providing opportunities for them to 

build relationships with peers.

Ketanya Chetty
Head of Creative Writing

Culture Kudos

Row 3: Kirsten Dorkin, Mvunulo Khumalo, Suzanna Spooner, Siphesihle Buthelezi, Almira Abdool-Samad

Row 2: Lauren Tindall, Thandiwe Moyo, Mrs Karen Campbell-Gillies, Shreea Maharaj, Olivia du Plessis

Row 1: Afua Aryetey, Yukta Mohanlal, Holly Munks
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Drama Committee

Row 2: Caitlin Honeywell, Georgina Saulez

Row 1: Leandri Kleyn, Ms Wendy Watson, Kiara Padayachee (Head)

As I reflect on my position as Head of Drama for 2018, the 

key word that comes to mind is ‘growth’. The fundamental 

growth I’ve seen, not only in my performance skills, time 

management and efficiency, but also as a person, has been 

a tremendous journey that I feel has impacted my life in a 

huge way.

I assumed my role as Head of Drama at the end of last year 

when the Matrics of 2017 left, and I can confidently say that 

since my first showcase that I ran in December, I saw a huge 

development in my time management and public speaking 

skills. There are so many elements that combine to produce 

the excellent showcases, productions and cultural festivals 

that DGC produces each year, but being in this leadership 

role has given me a whole new perspective and respect for 

just how much time, effort, energy and skill are required and 

go on behind the scenes.

My portfolio position required me to be part of pre-production, 

production and post-production participation in all cultural 

events at DGC. This included Drama Showcases throughout 

the year, the annual House Plays Festival and marketing 

and gathering support for the Junior Primary and Senior 

Primary productions as well. As a result, my organisational 

skills have been richly enhanced as these various events 

required the utmost care given to time management and 

staying organised. This is a crucial life skill that I know will 

serve me so well in the future, with the new responsibilities 

of adulthood, and has already served me tremendously in 

coping with the heavy workload of Matric.

Another skill I have been equipped with, is that of public 

speaking. Not only has my confidence been greatly boosted 

by the many speeches and talks I’ve had to give and co-

ordinate, but my leadership role has also afforded me the 

opportunity to better learn the art of communication and how 

to effectively adapt speeches to suit a particular audience 

and event as some events, such as House Plays, require a 

more formal register, while others can be more light-hearted, 

such as at Drama Showcases.

Along with these crucial life skills that I’ve developed, this 

portfolio has also enabled me to become more assertive 

and learn the principle of leading with love and integrity, 

as opposed to the harsh, power hungry leaders that seem 

to be the new norm in society today. The Drama community 

is one that becomes a ‘family’ to you and as the Head of 

my Drama girls, I felt a new maternal responsibility to each 

one of the girls to help, encourage and support them in any 

and every way that I could. This was due to the teamwork, 

that formed the basis of all productions, that has taught me 

how to work well with others, hearing each one out, but also 

knowing how to lead by example to attain respect in order to 

ensure a smooth-running process. I have absolutely loved my 

role of over-seeing and helping the girls and this will serve 

me well in the future as, more and more, the humanities is 

becoming increasingly popular because of people’s need for 

good leaders who can empathise with people and adopt a 
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servant-leadership attitude, which is what I imbibed as Head 

of Drama this year.

Apart from the overall fulfilling experience this has been for 

me, an area I think I could have worked harder on, was 

controlling my stress. I naturally tend to over-think and put a 

lot of pressure on myself, which never serves you in the end, 

as it didn’t for me. I realised that the immense pressure I was 

putting on myself, stopped me from performing at my optimal 

level, and as I began to change my attitude towards life and 

started trying to be gentler with myself, it helped me get right 

back on track with my leadership duties.

I count it an absolute privilege and honour to have been given 

the opportunity to be the Head of Drama for 2018, under 

the incredible guidance and huge support of Ms Watson, 

whose passion and drive for Drama was felt in every cultural 

arena, classroom and heart of each girl, especially mine. In 

addition to that, I also had the privilege of working with the 

most amazing girls on my Drama Committee who supported 

me, helped me greatly and served the Drama Community 

with such enthusiasm and care, and I am truly grateful to 

Dina Simpson, Georgina Saulez, Caitlyn Honeywell and 

Leandri Kleyn. I have great respect for the Dramatic Arts 

department at DGC and have no doubt that it will continue 

to flourish in the years to come.

Kiara Padayachee
Head of Drama

House Plays

House Plays 2018 was indeed a most enriching and 

thought-provoking cultural occasion at DGC. With a wide 

range of trending issues being the main themes of the plays, 

such as, rape, racism and violence against women, the 

performers really stood up to the challenge of grappling with 

these intense social ills that plague society today. Grunter 

highlighted the importance of racism that is still so prevalent 

today, and the detrimental consequences of racist remarks 

that have a huge impact on the affected people. Their play 

got the audience to think and critically asses their values and 

personal prejudices, and challenge themselves to dig deep 

and change these attitudes. The team from Palmford then 

went on to highlight the impact of rape on the lives of victims 

and the sad reality that society has become so complacent 

about these heinous crimes. Once again, the audience 

was encouraged to tackle this deep, yet important topic 

of women’s rights that are still harshly violated today and 

make a decision to stand out and speak up against violence. 

Cochill ended the night with a powerful depiction of strong 

females in society who suffer at the hands of men. All who 

witnessed this play were moved to stand up for justice and 

stop the violence against women at the hands of men. On 

the whole, the evening was filled with incredible acting, 

gripping dances and beautiful music to tie it all together. 

Along with the excellent team from Darkhorse that provided 

exquisite lighting to add a refined touch to each play, the 

teams worked incredibly hard and proved the effects of hard 

work and dedication that accomplishes amazing results. 

There was a full house with an enthusiastic audience and 

wonderful adjudicators that gave of their time and effort to 

make the evening the spectacular event that it was. The DGC 

community should be very proud of themselves for having 

produced work of such high quality and the future looks very 

exciting with this upcoming talent from the girls.

Kiara Padayachee
Head of Drama
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The Performing Arts calendar for 2018 was full and exciting. 

The Inter-House Plays continue to be a cultural highlight at 

our school. The Grade 11 girls chose a production team 

of script-writers, directors, choreographers and musical 

directors. The Adjudication panel was comprised of DGC 

Old Girl Miss Tayla Scott, Mrs Early, Miss Keyworth and 

Ms Watson.

Three outstanding plays emerged from the following teams: Cottam-Churchill, Greenacre-Hunter 

and Palmer-Rutherford. The following prize-winners are to be congratulated:

AWARDS: GIRLS’ NAMES: HOUSE/TEAM:

The Annabelle Nichol Trophy for Best Actress Klara Robertson Palmer-Rutherford

The Jodi Edmunds Trophy for Best Director/s
Alwande Ngubane 

Hannah De Vries
Palmer-Rutherford

Trophy for Best Play Palmer-Rutherford

Outstanding Script-Writing Ara Naidoo, Abigail Phipps Palmer-Rutherford

Exceptional Versatility Kaela Simpson Churchill-Cottam

Outstanding Versatility in Performance Jena Woodroffe Greenacre-Hunter

Commended Versatility Roxy Thornton Palmer-Rutherford

Highly Commended Performance
Olivia Saulez, Jenna Cooper

Nandipha Mthethwa, Julia Lewis
Churchill-Cottam

Commended Performance Olwethu Zondo Palmer-Rutherford

Outstanding Choreography Jade Ramini, Isabella Cochrane Palmer-Rutherford

Choreography and Dance Highly 

Commended
Holly Munks Churchill-Cottam

Dancers Highly Commended Palmer-Rutherford

Outstanding Use of Multimedia Greenacre-Hunter

Highly Commended Singing Churchill-Cottam

Highly Commended Singing Palmer-Rutherford

Efficient Backstage Crew Palmer-Rutherford

Musical Direction Emily Thomson Greenacre-Hunter

Best Directed Ensemble Scene
Georgina Saulez

Caitlin Honeywell
Churchill-Cottam
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Culture Kudos as always revealed the multiple talents of 

our girls who entertained the audience with a vast array of 

dance styles, music and singing, and slam poetry. Thanks to 

the Culture Kudos Committee and Mrs Campbell-Gilles for 

their organisation of the event.

The Grade 12 girls attended the Dramatic Arts Winter 

School at Thomas More School which the girls always find 

of immense academic support prior to Trial and Final exams. 

The Winter School has lecturers addressing the matriculants 

on their set plays and exam techniques.

The Grade 12 girls performed their Final IEB Practical 

programmes in September. The Grade 10 and 11 Drama 

pupils watched these exams as they are then able to see 

the very high standard of work they need to strive for when 

they get to Grade 12. The Grade 12 parents were there to 

support the girls and they provided a warm and receptive 

audience. The Grade 12 girls excelled and we are very 

proud of them. 

The Grades 10 and 11 Drama girls and I attended the 

Hilton Jongozi Arts Festival in September and came away 

stimulated and excited after seeing three outstanding shows. 

Heartfelt thanks to the Drama Committee for their assistance  

and the 2018 Head of Drama, Kiara Padayachee for her 

highly efficient and much appreciated support this year.

We look forward to a year ahead filled with thrilling and 

challenging prospects in Drama and the Performing Arts!

Ms Wendy Watson
Subject Head: Dramatic Arts
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Poetry Society

Row 2: Sabeeha Suliman, Kirsten Dorkin (Head), Holly Piper

Row 1: Jena Woodroffe, Reyhana Jacobs (Vice-Head), Tejal Ramjee 

This year, the Durban Girls’ College Poetry Society developed a 

close working relationship with our Clifton counterparts and took 

place in slams across Durban, from Maris Stella School, to Clifton 

College, to the BAT Centre. Our poets performed excellently and 

truly represented the power that poetry possesses: to be a vehicle 

for change and an opportunity for honesty.

We have seen poets grow and develop over this year. Girls have 

gone from timid, private writers, to confident women who recognise 

the value of their voice.

The Poetry Society has enjoyed a year of growth for all our members 

and we hope to see more poets develop their voices in the future.

In TS Eliot’s “The Lovesong of J. Alfred Prufock”, the speaker asks, 

“Do I dare... disturb the universe?” The poets that make up DGC’s 

Poetry Society do not have to ask if they dare to disrupt an uncaring 

universe, because, just by using their voices throughout this year, 

they already have.

Kirsten Dorkin
Head of Poetry Society

And indeed there will be time
To wonder, “Do I dare?” and,  
“Do I dare?”
Time to turn back and descend 
the stair,
With a bald spot in the middle 
of my hair – (They will say: 
“How his hair is growing thin!”)
My morning coat, my collar 
mounting firmly to the chin,
My necktie rich and modest, but 
asserted by a simple pin – (They 
will say: “But how his arms and 
legs are thin!”)
Do I dare
Disturb the universe?

The Galleon 2018

Page 158 | High School www.dgc.co.za



Visual Arts

Row 3: Holly Munks, Giulia Torino, Ché Harris, Emma Sharratt, Olivia du Plessis

Row 2: Diyara Prakash, Jordan Savic (Head), Mr Gary McIver, Phoebe Darby-Wade, Isabelle Pattenden

Row 1: Zahra Narot, Tejal Rajput, Erin Lawson, Ayla Asad

Creativity takes courage and having said that, this year has 

been filled with courageous girls taking creativity within the 

school to new heights. The Visual Art Committee of 2018 

has achieved the goals it set out to achieve in addition to 

making art more prominent within the school. The Visual Art 

Committee has cleared new spaces that have provided room 

for exhibitions as well as new practical teaching space. On 

top of that, artworks created by girls have been displayed 

throughout the school regularly thus representing the talented 

artists among DGC students. The artworks of girls have also 

been on display at cultural events such as Culture Kudos 

and at public exhibitions at the KZNSA so their work could 

be admired by many. Art at DGC is at the forefront as the 

art girls continue to excel. Art is contagious thus it is no 

surprise to see creativity continuously spreading within the 

Durban Girls’ College family and 2018 has certainly been 

no exception to this.

Jordan Savic
Head of Visual Arts
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Jordan SavicIsabelle Pattenden

Phoebe Darby-Wade
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Music
REPORT 2018

As Head of Music for 2018, I managed various portfolios. 

These included Choir, Orchestra, a capella, African 

Drumming and Marimbas. My goal for the year was to 

develop a love of music amongst the girls, even those 

not musically inclined. In order to build our musicians’ 

confidence, they were given the opportunity to perform in 

school assemblies during the year, thereby showcasing the 

Music Department to the school and teachers. A number of 

our girls represented KZN in music as members of the KZN 

Youth Choir and KZN Youth Orchestra. It was an honour 

to be at the forefront of Music for 2018 and was a truly 

enlightening experience.

Almira-Abdool Samad
Head of Music

“Music gives soul to the universe, 
wings to the mind, flight to the 
imagination, and life to everything” 
– Plato

The “On a High Note” concert which took place on 13 

September was the realisation of Plato’s quote. The concert 

honoured the various category winners of the Durban Girls’ 

College Music Competition which ran over three days. 

The competition is a wonderful opportunity for the girls to 

experience performance and healthy rivalry in a safe space, 

whilst receiving constructive feedback from professionals. 

The concert was a great success, demonstrating how 

hard work and passion enriches the performers and their 

audience. Well done to all the girls who entertained us. You 

were spectacular! 

Nicola Early
Music Department

Senior Choir

Row 6: Julia Lewis, Olivia Saulez, Josephine Zietkiewicz, Emily Thomson, Pia Mehta, Lara Jacobsz, Elizabeth Modola

Row 5: Klara Robertson, Rebecca Darby-Wade, Janelle Janse van Rensburg, Georgia Bruwer, Angela Hadebe,  

Melissa Githinji, Lara-Leigh Jones, Alice Saulez

Row 4: Amy Ash, Luca Tarboton, Charlotte Nicolson, Sophie Bresler, Prerna Narsai, Kelly Corbett, Kaela Simpson

Row 3: Ella Macpherson, Shannon Blades, Cassidy Coombes, Mazwi Mandimutsira, Holly Piper, Sarah Sparks, Gemma Early, Kamilah Moodley

Row 2: Jaime Davies, Raffaella van der Westhuyzen, Leandri Kleyn, Mrs Nicola Early (High School Music Specialist),  

Andrea Plumbley, Tayla Daykin, Georgina Saulez

Row 1: Jordan Francois, Kiara Jeewan, Sonali Naidoo, Caitlin Honeywell, Niwedita Bhatta, Clea Turner
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Senior Music Leaders

KwaZulu-Natal Music Representatives

Row 2: Afua Aryetey, Andrea Plumbley, Mvunulo Khumalo

Row 1: Almira Abdool-Samad, Mrs Nicola Early (High School Music Specialist), Reyhana Jacobs

Row 3: Angela Corbett, Kelly Corbett, Nina Kruse, Julia Lewis, Elizabeth Corbett

Row 2: Jaime Davies, Gemma Early, Mrs Nicola Early (High School Music Specialist), Andrea Reddy, Janelle Janse van Rensburg

Row 1: Klara Robertson, Rebecca Darby-Wade
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African Drumming Group

College House Marimba Band

Row2: Mazwi Mandimutsira, Angela Hadebe; Yaa Gyima, Nomcebo Ngcobo, Nandipha Mthethwa

Row 1: Nontuthuzelo Gumede, Afua Aryetey, Miss Bongi Dlamini (African Drumming Teacher), Nonkosi Nkosi, Nandi Magwaza

Row 2: Marcessa Coelho, Nolwandle Duma, Kaylah Groenewald, Thubelihle Madlala, Sisanda Mabusela, Alicia Chigwaja, Aphile Ntshangase

Row 1: Olivia Rey, Mvunulo Khumalo, Master Calvin Human (Marimba Teacher), Daniella Styan, Emma Knowler
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High School Marimba Band

Senior Orchestra

Row 3: Mazwi Mandimutsira, Angela Hadebe, Sophie Bresler, Sabrina Fivaz, Lara Jacobsz, Zora Merkofer

Row 2: Kereena Bhana, Mvunulo Khumalo, Master Calvin Human (Marimba Teacher), Daniella Styan, Afua Aryetey

Row 1: Gemma Early, Sonali Naidoo, Ella Macpherson, Shannon Blades

Row 4: Melissa Githinji, Nicole Hume, Nina Kruse, Mila Rezac, Emily Thomson

Row 3: Gemma Early, Andrea Reddy, Katia Economou, Angela Corbett, Elizabeth Corbett, Rachel Wedderburn-Maxwell

Row 2: Thandiwe Moyo, Almira Abdool-Samad, Mrs Nicola Early (High School Music Specialist), Reyhana Jacobs, Janelle Janse van Rensburg

Row 1: Michaela Khapp, Kiara Jeewan, Ara Naidoo, Julia Burnett

Absent: Stephanie Atherton, Mrs Cathy Peacock (Orchestra Teacher)
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2018 has been successful in the sense that each and every 

mentor achieved good relationships with their teachers and 

girls as well as managing their gate duties. I, Emma Herbert, 

have worked with a wonderful group of girls who have really 

made my year so easy. Each girl deserved their positions 

because they were all passionate about entertaining and 

loving the little Junior Primary girls.

There were many exciting events that took place this year, 

such as the Princess Picnic (which is always a hit) as well as 

the Junior Primary play, which every mentor supported and 

will forever cherish - we were so proud of the Junior Primary 

girls and blown away by the standard they displayed. 

There have been many special memories formed this year 

which I believe all mentors will hold in their hearts as well as 

the taking on the role as a bigger sister. There was not one 

mentor at the end of this year that was not dreading saying 

goodbye to their class and not claiming that their classes 

were “definitely the best class out there”. 

The support this year has been unbelievable which made it 

more fun for everyone involved. Ms Langley, the teacher in 

charge of the mentors, is truly such a role model. Her love 

and support for the Junior Primary mentors is appreciated 

and admired by all High School girls. Mrs Conradie’s 

smiling face at gate duty has always made it worth the early 

wake up for each and every mentor. And lastly, the girls 

who we now call our ‘little sisters’. They make every week 

bearable and are a constant reminder of how we must find 

joy in the smallest things everyday. As much as they admire 

us, we admire them and love them, even if it’s only seeing 

them once or twice a week. Leaving as an old girl, I have 

a secure feeling of leaving DGC in the hands of our ‘little 

sisters’ because they are all unique and individually special 

people who will no doubt take our school to new heights.

Emma Herbert
Head of Junior Primary Mentors 

2018 has been incredible and I have thoroughly enjoyed 

being in this position this year. Getting to know each Senior 

Primary girl was so rewarding especially when you watch 

them grow throughout the year into confident, independent 

girls. I was the first person chosen for this position so I had 

nothing to go on or follow, so along the way I figured it out 

and what a privilege that has been. My position was so 

much more than just a job, for me, it was having the honour 

of playing a ‘big sister’ role to an entire phase of girls. 

While this job had many behind the scenes tasks, the admin 

involved was for a greater cause. I organised the duties and 

responsibilities for a group of amazing mentors, whose one 

goal, was to make sure their classes were always happy. 

Matric can be a tough year and some days are harder 

than others, but, one thing every Senior Primary mentor 

can agree on is that seeing their classes every Monday and 

Wednesday morning transformed their day into a happy and 

beautiful one. Our Senior Primary girls have such a unique 

outlook on life, and from them, we learnt so much more than 

we ever thought we would. We thought we were influencing 

them, but really they impacted our lives even more, and for 

that we are forever grateful.

Erin Besnard
Head of Senior Primary Mentors

Being Head of High School Mentors for 2018 was such a 

privilege. I thoroughly enjoyed working closely with Mrs 

Nicolson (our teacher in charge) as well as the girls. I 

did not have my own home class therefore it gave me the 

opportunity to be a “roaming mentor”. In this way I could 

bond with any grade and any class and it gave me a chance 

to choose which mentor I wanted to be with on which day. 

This flexibility worked very well as I loved every single one 

of the 16 High School mentor girls. This position taught me 

how to interact with girls my own age as well as how to 

speak to teachers about issues my mentors and other girls 

were facing. It also taught me that you’re only as good as 

the weakest member in your team and this helped us mentors 

work together and never bring one another down. I am so 

happy I got to experience leading such a strong group of 

girls with such a dedicated teacher head.

Singita Khosa
Head of High School Mentors

Grade Mentors
REPORT

“Life isn’t about waiting for the 
storm to pass, it’s about learning 
to dance in the rain”  

– unknown
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Grade Mentors

Row 6: Lara Valenti, Brittany Mottram, Katy Hill, Jenna Matthews, Chloé King, Erika Esterhuizen

Row 5: Olivia du Plessis, Andrea Plumbley, Nina Mabusela, Jenna McElligott, Casey Smart, Isabella Gounden,  

Emma Lloyd, Leora Putterman, Megan McCarthy

Row 4: Erin Johnson, Kaley Mottram, Shreya Maharaj, Kirsten Stamatis, Suzanna Spooner, Gina Clarke, Cathryn Holdcroft, Rhea Valjee

Row 3: Amy Mungle, Rebekah Torrens, Lauren Tindall, Nina Wiggins, Ammaraah Joosub, Britney Nel, Yumna Dwarka

Row 2: Caitlyn Le Grange, Jordan Savic, Laura Jackson, Charlotte Allan, Casey-May Lewis, Phoebe Darby-Wade, Sumaya Simjee, Leandri Kleyn

Row 1: Revati Gounden, Ayla Asad, Singita Khosa (Head), Erin Besnard, Emma Herbert, Zahraa Omar, Zakira Osman
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Throughout the year of 2018 I have been Head of Service. 

My job is to ensure that the five portfolios I look after 

being: First Aid, Library, Hall Management, Catering and 

Marketing run smoothly as well as controlling the general 

service policy. My Vice-Head and I decided to change the 

policy based on our previous experiences over the years. As 

the policy now stands it really has flourished and grown in 

the few months it has been in place, seeing improvements 

in all aspects of each of the service portfolios. Service at 

Durban Girls’ College involves what the girls do and give 

back to the school. These are accumulated in the form 

of hours and when a certain number of hours have been 

The archives is a collection of all that has contributed to the making of Durban 

Girls’ College. It holds the memories of DGC girls dating back to 1877, and 

documents belonging to the founders. I have had the privilege of being the head of 

archives this year and worked with a team of 8 girls from Grade 10 and 11, who 

made all that we accomplished this year possible. The Archives Committee lead 

tours during open evening, collected important mementos from this years events 

to add to the archives, and researched and created posters for Old Girls’ Day. I 

would like to thank Mrs Neilson for all her help, support and for always going out 

of her way to lend a helping hand to DGC. I would like to wish next years head, 

Zahraa Mall and her committee all the best for the year ahead. 

Raeesah Arbee  Head of Archives

Service
REPORT

Archives Committee

Row 2: Taqiyyah Suleman, Janelle Janse van Rensburg, Tahseena Hassam, Aadilah Akoo

Row 1: Humairaa Khalid, Raeesah Arbee (Head), Mrs Lynne Neilson, Caitlyn le Grange, Sana Osman
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accumulated an award is given. This award is given in the 

form of a scroll and/or braiding on the blazer representing 

half colours, full colours or honours. The service policy gives 

girls from Grades 8 to 12 an opportunity to get involved 

and give back to the school, while receiving an award for it. 

Service at DGC helps to grow bonds between girls in various 

grades as they are on various committees and giving of their 

time in many other ways, talking and working with girls that 

they would never have before. We are one of the very few 

schools that run this kind of programme and proudly so, as 

it boasts who we are as College girls and our willingness to 

help out where we can.

Casey-May Lewis 
 Head of Service

Catering Committee

Row 3: Jade Ramini, Yaa Gyima, Jessica Hoare, Nicole McGregor, Emily Thomson

Row 2: Anna Teversham, Jenna Matthews (Head), Kiara Fernandes (Vice-Head)

Row 1: Phillipa Meek, Paige Nash, Sithobile Maphalala

The Head of Catering Portfolio is a position that ensures 

certain aspects of all school functions are catered for by the 

Catering Committee made up of the Grade 11 girls at the 

school. As head of the portfolio, I organise and allocate girls 

from my committee to certain events where they serve tea and 

create a warm and pleasant welcome for our guests. Our 

goal is to interact with each guest and create a comfortable 

environment where every individual feels at ease and is 

able to enjoy their experience at Durban Girls’ College. This 

past year we have catered at many sporting events such 

as hockey and netball matches as well as swimming galas 

held by the school. We also serve tea at school events such 

as the Carol Service, High School Awards Ceremonies and 

Open Evenings. The Catering Committee works closely with 

the caterers from College House and sets out to ensure that 

each guest feels at home and cared for while visiting Durban 

Girls’ College. Ultimately, the Catering Portfolio seeks to 

ensure that every individual who leaves a Durban Girls’ 

College function leaves with a feeling of satiety and a smile 

on their face. 

Jenna Matthews
Head of Catering
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Library Monitresses

Hall Management Committee

Row 3: Anzel Pansegrouw, Olivia Bradshaw, Nicole McGregor

Row 2: Ilhaam Hassim, Jessica Boonzaier, Giulia Torino, Londi Busse, Ara Naidoo, Caitlin Honeywell

Row 1: Carina Ramlagan, Ammaarah Joosab (Head of  Library), Mrs Jacci Lewis, Shreya Nathwani (Vice-Head of  Library), Ché Harris 

Row1: Esihle Zondo, Olivia Saad, Mvunulo Khumalo, Londi Busse, Emma Mercouris, Zah’ra Seedat

Row 1: Luisa de Vlieg, Sana Osman, Suzanna Spooner (Head), Mr Wayne Schwartz, Alice Edward, Isabella Cochrane
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Marketing Portfolio Committee

Row3: Mvunulo Khumalo, Nicole McGregor, Zahra Carrim, Rebekah Torrens, Aisha Akoob-Khamissa, Janelle Janse van Rensburg 

Row 2: Erin Besnard, Humairah Amojee (Vice-Head), Ms Kelley Litkie, Chloë King (Head), Erin Lawson

Row 1: Atiyah Asmal, Ilhaam Hassim, Zah’ra Seedat

This year, First Aid focused on creating awareness of aid 

protocols and procedures, regardless of whether students 

and staff have a First Aid certificate or not. This was deemed 

important as an emphasis was placed on the girls at least 

knowing what not to do during a time of emergency, instead 

of having no knowledge at all. For the year of 2018, girls 

who wished to do First Aid courses and to become legally 

allowed to conduct First Aid were given the opportunity to 

do so. The school’s Sister, Sr Cary, organised external course 

instructors to provide reliable First Aid training for those with 

no prior knowledge. Durban Girls’ College currently hosts 

many certified First Aiders throughout the High School with 

the potential to assist in a time of need.

Ketanya Chetty
Head of First Aid

I was Head of Hall Management for 2018, and I made 

sure that the sound system was working for all functions or 

services. This entailed, making sure that two microphones 

were working at all times, as well as having people on 

duty at the sound desk, monitoring the speakers and sound 

systems. I also made sure that the projectors were working 

for functions where media was needed. I also had to ensure 

that there were girls on duty to monitor the presentation of 

the media, from the words of the hymn to a PowerPoint or 

video being played. I also had to ensure that there were 

people on duty when lighting was needed. Specifically 

to monitor the spotlights. There is also a detailed lighting 

app on a laptop that could be used for special events that 

someone had to work. For any special productions where 

a media and lighting team came in, I had to ensure that 

there were people there to assist them where needed. I also 

had to ensure that all equipment was packed away neatly 

and correctly, and that all electronics were switched off 

and locked away in their designated areas. I had a very 

committed Hall Management Team consisting of Grade 11s 

and the teacher in charge, Mr Schwartz, who contributed to 

the success of this committee throughout the year.

Suzanna Spooner
Head of Hall Management Committee
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As Head of Marketing 2018, there have been a number of 

jobs we have had to do in order to ensure the success of the 

department. We attended Open Evenings at other schools 

where we set up a table and had a few girls there to promote 

the school. We planned and ran our very own open evening 

where DGC girls took tours of the school and answered 

any questions that visitors had. We also posed as ushers 

at school functions and helped Ms Litkie and Ms Conradie 

with any gifts that need to be made and sent out to clients or 

anyone else interested in the school. It has been an absolute 

pleasure to be Head of Marketing in 2018 and it has taught 

me valuable lessons that I will carry with me through life.

Chloë King 
Head of Marketing

This year we took another step forward towards our goal 

of creating a 21st Century media space without losing the 

tranquil ambiance of our beautiful High School library. The 

introduction of the Wheelers e-Platform digital lending library 

was a logical progression of our iPad programme and has 

been well-received by the girls. We have also continued to 

add to our own catalogue of print fiction and non-fiction 

books, so our library users have the option of reading 

the latest releases as well as their favourite old classics in 

hardcopy or on their devices… after all, it’s all about the 

food, not the dish!

Our greatest challenge remains to maintain a harmonious 

balance between the vibrant ‘buzz’ of a WiFi zone with the 

peace and quiet so essential to reflection and study. Our 

efficient and enthusiastic team of library monitresses, led by 

Ammaarah Joosab (Head of Library) and Shreya Nathwani 

(Vice-Head,) have often had their work cut out for them but 

they have done an excellent job and the library would not be 

the happy, busy place it is without their willing commitment 

to their duties. 

At DGC, we believe in the value of a blended approach 

to technology: print media alongside digital platforms, and 

desktop computers as well as hand-held devices. The 25 

desktop computers in the High School library are always 

in use, both by classes and individuals, for researching and 

printing resources and assignments.

Special tribute must be paid to our amazing library assistant, 

Ms Mercy Kweyama. Her quiet efficiency and ever-pleasant 

demeanour sets the tone in the library and she always has a 

smile and a kind word for the girls. The speed and skill with 

which she covers the new books in contact plastic is nothing 

short of legendary! Thank you, ‘Ms Mercy’ for all you do for 

us in the library! 

Contrary to the fears of many, libraries continue to play a 

pivotal role in schools – and will do so in the future. The 

spaces might change to accommodate the needs of a fast-

changing educational world but there will always be bright 

young faces in these special places, seeking and finding 

inspiration from the world of information.

Mrs Jacci Lewis
Senior Librarian
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Social Responsibility
REPORT 2018

The Social Responsibility Portfolio is one that focuses on the 

well-being of others and our environment and being a fairly 

new portfolio, our goal was to make girls more aware of it 

and find ways for them to engage with the various portfolios 

that fall under Social Responsibility.

With one of our focuses being giving back to the community 

within and outside of DGC, our biggest project of the year 

was our Teachers’ Appreciation Assembly. This served as a 

good initiative to give back to the people who, a lot of the 

time, go unappreciated and it was well received by the girls 

and High School teachers. 

The portfolios that fall under Social Responsibility also grew 

immensely this year, their initiatives were well received and 

they created various platforms for the girls so that they could 

get involved with these portfolios successfully. 

I believe that, due to the dedication of our portfolio 

heads and the support of the girls and teachers, we have 

successfully achieved the goals that we set for ourselves this 

year. This was largely due to the various events, committees 

and initiatives implemented by the individual portfolios, in 

collaboration with the Social Responsibility Portfolio.

Puja Pande
Head of Social Responsibilty

Community Engagement Committee 

Row 2: Samira Salduker, Jade Ramini, Nika Govender, Ruth Mesele, Jessica Boonzaier

Row 1: Ruth Thumbi, Revati Gounden (Vice-Head), Ms Michelle Edgcumbe, Zahra Carrim (Head), Sithobile Maphalala
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2018 has been a successful year for the Community 

Engagement Committee, formerly known as Outreach. This 

year, as always, our goal was to make a difference in our 

community through running and supporting various projects. 

From white roses on Valentine’s day, to show DGC’s support 

of the incredible work done by CHOC, to Meme Day (a 

High School dress up) which celebrated Youth Day. Although 

the emphasis was on fun, it also reminded us of the struggles 

experienced by the youth of previous generations. The funds 

raised from this civvies day benefited St Martins Children’s 

Home, as we wanted to also highlight the work done by 

children or youth initiative to fit with the nature of the day. 

We have been getting to know St Martin’s better and a 

group of Grade 8s visited there in Term 2 as part of their 

community engagement programme. 

Throughout the year, the committee also ran three successful 

blood drives and reached our target donations at each drive. 

The Junior Primary and Senior Primary are always busy with 

a variety of fun and engaging outreach projects, some of 

which we work towards together as two phases, or as a 

whole school. One of these is the ‘Sole2Soul’ school shoe 

collection on break up day in December. These pre-loved 

shoes go to children who have never owned school shoes... 

what an easy way to make a difference in someone’s every 

day experience of school. 

These are only a few examples of the ways in which the 2018 

CE Committee have tried to inspire passion for serving and 

assisting those who are in need, and to learn that reciprocal 

giving is valuable. We may have given others material items 

and time, but we have been blessed by them in return and learnt 

lessons in humility and gratitude. It truly has been a year filled 

with support and passion towards bettering our community!

Zahra Carrim Head of Community Engagement

Miss Michelle Edgcumbe Chaplin

Our focal points for the year included raising awareness 

for and promoting the inclusivity of those suffering from 

any mental health conditions, the LGBTQ+ community and 

it culminated with celebrating the many different heritages 

and cultures represented by the pupils here at Durban Girls’ 

College. The biggest project that we embarked on was 

Culture Day, at the end of Term 3 for which we liaised with 

the Culture Committee. This wonderful day included a brief 

cultural assembly for the High School with girls performing 

poems and an overview of why we celebrate Heritage day 

here in South Africa as well as of its significance. We then 

joined the Senior Primary and the Junior Primary on the 

field for our grade picnics and played a range of songs 

representing the different cultures of our girls. The girls 

were asked to “come as their culture” and to find out the 

history and meanings of their names as well as about their 

heritages. We then asked girls from each phase to feature in 

a diversity video about these topics. This year was all about 

raising awareness and sparking important conversations to 

inspire inclusivity at our school and in the lives of the diverse 

student body.

Taryn Naidoo 
Head of Diversity and Inclusivity
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Diversity & Inclusivity Committee

Durban Youth Council

Row 2: Simran Singh, Mbali Jula, Mvunulo Khumalo, Layyah Timol

Row 1: Sumaya Simjee, Taryn Naidoo (Head), Mrs Helen McCready, Humairaa Khalid (Vice-Head), Yaa Gyima 

Row1: Jessica Boonzaier, Ara Naidoo, Mbali Jula, Micaela Kapp, Caitlin Honeywell, Zah’ra Seedat
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Environmental Committee

Nature Conservation Committee

Row 2: Sana Osman, Jenna Woodroffe, Ruth Mesele

Row 1: Puja Pande (Head), Miss Jennifer Harrison, Shreya Maharaj (Vice-Head) 

Row2: Samishka Reddi, Mia Paton, Kylie Misdorp, Holly Piper

Row 1: Chloe Waller, Ms Charmaine Jansen, Laura Peirson (Head), Micaela Kapp
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TERRA has made its own footprint (not carbon) onto the heart 

of the DGC community this year. The main goal for TERRA 

this year was not only to make DGC a more sustainable 

school through creative ideas and activities but also to 

remind the girls that environmental conservation in general 

is everyone’s responsibility and it is indeed, a huge problem. 

Our goal was achieved by engaging the girls and staff 

wherever we could through a variety of platforms from within 

school to our surrounding areas. Our biggest internal project 

this year was holding a fundraiser in which the High School 

had to dress up in all black to spread awareness of Earth 

Hour. We managed to raise just over R3 200, the money 

which is now going towards getting proper recycling bins 

at our school. Externally, we participated in the International 

Coastal Cleanup where girls saw first-hand the high level 

of litter there really is on our beautiful beaches and were 

able to participate and do their bit for the environment. 

Although we still have a long way to go as a school, we are 

proud to have been able to make a positive impact on our 

environment through the DGC community this year. 

Puja Pande 
Head of Environmental Portfolio

It was a great honour to be Head of Nature Conservation 

for 2018. As a committee, we managed to organise fun and 

educational activities. At the end of last year some of the 

committee members and I went on a lagoon forest trail where 

an inspirational and knowledgeable guide educated the girls 

about the importance of biodiversity in our beloved country. 

It was a successful afternoon and a great opportunity for 

the girls from different grades to bond over their passion for 

nature. In June, three of the committee members participated 

in a Save The Rhino Foundation seminar. The girls came back 

more educated about the situation and learnt many ways in 

which schools can participate in helping the rhino poaching 

crisis in South Africa. The committee was also privileged to 

have a guest speaker from the Wildlands Foundation come 

and give a presentation about the ongoing problem of canned 

lion hunting in Africa. The speaker gave us insight into the 

situation and told us ways in which we can help to eliminate 

the problem by educating others. The girls really enjoyed this 

presentation and it was a great opportunity for them to ask 

questions and gain more knowledge into the situation. 

Overall, the portfolio has been a great success and it is so 

wonderful to see the girls of Durban Girls’ College passionate 

about helping conserve nature and wildlife in South Africa. I 

am certain that South Africa’s conservation is in good hands 

of future leaders. 

Laura Peirson 
Head of Nature Conservation
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2018 Exchange Students

Row 4: Olivia Saulez, Julia Lewis, Nika Govender, Stephanie Atherton, Josie Middleton, Mikayla Edgley.

Row 3: Gabriella de Oliveira, Inaam Abdool-Samad, Amaarah Amod, Georgia Hampson, Emma Knowler, Chelsea Utermark, Gemma Erskine

Row 2: Caitlin Padayachee, Tejal Rajput, Gabriella Gervasoni, Klara Robertson, Roxanne Thornton, Michaela Chivers, Kelly Corbett, Atiyah Asmal

Row 1: Committee: Andrea Plumbley, Antonia Grindrod, Lara Valenti (Head), Mrs Sue Meehan, Erin Besnard (Vice Head), Kate Hill, Tayla Gilmore

Missing: Kenya Corte Portela, Miranda Paterson, Arin Pincus

The 2018 Exchange Committee had a Head of Exchange in 

charge of outbound who liaised with all the DGC girls who 

went on exchange. This portfolio was crucial in assisting 

our girls to properly prepare for their experience on both a 

personal level and in terms of adapting and improving their 

presentation skills. Also important to this preparation was 

exposure to, and discussion around, current affairs. The girls 

were encouraged to evaluate their “expectation vs reality” 

ideas surrounding the exchange experience. 

The vice-head, in charge of inbound girls, embraced the 

opportunity to build relationships with all the exchange 

students who came to DGC. 

DGC had 31 exchange students visit us this year from all 

over the world, each one staying anywhere between 4 to 6 

weeks with their host sister. This year, we initiated some new 

traditions for the inbound girls in order to make their time 

with us even more special and exciting which included our 

new arrivals at DGC receiving colourful balloons to welcome 

them and to make sure that the DGC girls were aware of 

their new classmates. 

We also introduced a programme that allowed the 

exchange girls to get to know all the grades in the school, by 

integrating “play time” on the field with Grades 1 - 7 every 

Wednesday morning for the first half-an-hour of the day. This 

allowed the exchange students to interact with the younger 

grades in a fun and informal manner. The visiting exchange 

students were each given a cultural and sport timetable with 

all extramural activities that are offered at DGC which gave 

them the opportunity to try new things and get involved in all 

aspects of DGC life, across all three phases of the school. 

“We thoroughly enjoyed getting to know the exchange 

students in 2018 and enjoyed initiating new traditions for 

these girls. Each year the Exchange Portfolio gets better and 

we have no doubt that there are incredible things planned 

for 2019”.

Lara Valenti
Head of Exchange
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2018 was a year in which both the SCA and the SCA 

Committee enjoyed new experiences. These included starting 

the year off by working through the youth Alpha course. This 

course allowed and encouraged us to have conversations 

about difficult topics, with guidance and Scriptural depth, in 

order to know God more deeply. 

The SCA committee also had the incredible opportunity to go 

away for the first time to the annual Unity Conference with 

other committees from other schools in Durban and we hope 

that attending this weekend becomes a tradition. Unity is run 

by Scripture Union Independent Schools at their conference 

centre, Emseni. It was at this conference that we decided 

our theme for the year - “REAL relationships”. This stands 

for Revolutionary, Everlasting, Authentic, Loving relationships 

which was our goal for the SCA girls this year. In order 

to develop these relationships we shared picnics and had 

SCA meetings where we played games and encouraged 

discussions which gave the space for these kinds of 

friendships to form. 

Throughout the year we also had other events such as the 

Grade 8 Pudding party and Teacher Testimonies which 

allowed the SCA to spread God’s word to a larger crowd. 

All in all, it was a successful year and we accomplished our 

goal of knowing God and spreading His word while forming 

REAL relationships.

Tayla Daykin  Head of SCA

and Miss Michelle Edgcumbe  Chaplin

SCA

Row 4: Jade Busse, Melissa Githinji, Grace Macquet, Kasey Mafu

Row 3: Kayla Hendricks, Clea Turner, Alyssia Mathysen, Sarah Sparks, Shannon Blades

Row 2: Mikayla Edgley, Andrea Reddy, Tayla Daykin (Head), Miss Michelle Edgcumbe, Anzel Pansegrouw, Ashley Ridgway

Row 1: Madison Grobbelaar, Georgia Bruwer, Leah Kiratu

SCA
REPORT
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“In order to succeed, we 
must first believe that we 
can” – Nikos Kazantzakis
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The Spirit Portfolio falls under Social Responsibility. We guess 

that, in a way, it was our responsibility to bring joy to the 

school. Looking back on it now; the D&D (which is one of the 

biggest events on our calendar) seems like it was ages ago. 

A lot of the First Term (if not all of it) was spent on preparing 

for the big day and given our school’s amazing performance 

in the pool for the past decade; the spirit and cheering from 

the girls had to be on point. Working with large groups of 

people is extremely challenging but we as the heads, along 

with Miss Haggard and our committee, really tried our best 

to have everything in place and ready for one of our school’s 

biggest traditions. 

There isn’t much on the school calendar for Spirit (one of our 

hopes is that there are more things to participate in, in years 

to come ) but from D&D, to cheering at leavers vs stayers, 

house vs school, being a part of the teachers assembly and 

one of the schools newest events DGC vs Clifton, we have 

tried our utmost to create a school environment filled with a 

little bit of fun, laughter and happiness. One of our hopes 

for this portfolio is to see integration with other portfolios 

(especially sport and culture) and the formation of new 

school traditions and events through this. We hope that Spirit 

created a sense of unity between students, and also instilled 

a sense of pride in being a College girl. As the Heads of 

Spirit, we believe that it is important for girls, even if only for 

a short moment, to feel as though school can be a fun place, 

and we hope that Spirit was able to create that environment 

for the girls at DGC.

Nontando Moshesh
Head of Spirit Committee

Spirit Crew

Row 4: Kate Hill, Emma Herbert, Raffaella van der Westhuyzen, Emma Lloyd

Row 3: Revati Gounden, Thandiwe Moyo, Ammaarah Joosab, Tayla Daykin, Laura Jackson, Olivia du Plessis

Row 2: Kathleen Massey-Hicks, Rethabile Moshesh (Head), Miss Simoné Haggard, Rebekah Torrens (Vice-Head), Britney Nel

Row 1: Leora Puterman, Kiara Padayachee, Leandri Kleyn 

Spirit
REPORT
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The SRC this year has focused on growing as both a 

platform for the representation of students in the school, and 

as a leadership body. This has been achieved by working 

closely with other leadership portfolios, particularly heads of 

portfolios, in order to gain a more widespread representation 

of the student body throughout the school, and to connect 

with more aspects of school life, in order to more accurately 

represent the needs of the students at College. 

The SRC was also involved in aspects of decision making 

in the school. This year, one of the largest tasks which we 

were given as heads of the council was to choose the new 

tuckshop. We were involved in the selection process of Cafe 

Flava, in which we were able to ensure that the chosen 

tuckshop would meet the requirements of the girls in the 

school, and would be enjoyed by students, staff and guests 

of the school. 

The SRC project this year, was the annual HeForShe Day, 

which is a day aimed to combat gender stereotypes which 

we hold in collaboration with Clifton. This year was the 3rd 

year of holding the event, and it was held at DGC. We had 

over 150 students from Grades 8 -11 participating, and the 

event was a large success. 

This year, the Senior Primary SRC worked hard to the 

increase their visibility in the Senior Primary. We discussed 

many issues relating to the house points system and general 

school upkeep, and found positive resolutions for many 

of them. The Senior Primary SRC’s year culminated in a 

powerful Senior Primary assembly about the strength that 

women possess. The assembly was so powerful, in fact, that 

the Senior Primary SRC was asked to present it to the whole 

school. The Senior Primary SRC has gone from strength to 

strength this year, and the entire school looks forward to 

seeing them reach new heights.

Leading the SRC this year has been both a challenging and 

enjoyable experience. We believe that the SRC will continue 

to grow as a council, and are excited to see what new 

initiatives and ideas come in the years to come. 

Raffaella van der Westhuyzen Head of SRC

SRC

Row 4: Nina Mabusela, Olivia Bradshaw, Nika Govender, Jodie Smart

Row 3: Ruth Thumbi, Nandi Magwaza, Jenna Stichelbout, Andrea Reddy

Row 2: Mbali Jula, Simran Singh, Saabira Amod, Kirsten Dorkin (Vice-Head), Ara Naidoo, Madison Grobbelaar, Puja Pande

Row 1: Isabelle Pattenden, Laura Jackson, Raffaella van der Westhuyzen (Head), Mrs Fiona Pentecost, Rebekah Torrens, Cenelle Gounden

Absent: Kate Phillips, Jamie Mower

SRC
REPORT
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DGC is recognised across South Africa as a 

school that celebrates talented individuals on 

the sports field and moulds young women into 

becoming successful sportswomen. Because of 

these achievements gained in the field of sport, 

girls have always learnt valuable skills in terms of 

teamwork and commitment and how these skills 

can be used not only in their future sport careers, 

but their lives as well. 

There is nothing that College prides itself more on 

than building a sense of spirit and comradery, the 

fundamental elements of our school’s sisterhood. 

At College, we participate in the highest level 

locally for all our sport and we compete in water 

polo, hockey and swimming at national levels. 

Whether it is on the court, in the pool or on 

the field, DGC holds the promise of sailing the 

galleon into waters that hold sporting success 

and 2018 has been evidence of this. 

There has been immense commitment, passion, 

enthusiasm and impeccable sportsmanship 

shown by the girls this year in their various 

sports. This being one of the elements we wanted 

to encourage for this year, for girls to enjoy and 

love the sports they participated in and for them 

to play for the love of the sport. 

The integration of sports across the phases this 

year was one of our goals as Heads of Sport 

and was particularly successful. We witnessed 

High School girls showing their support and 

encouraging Senior Primary and Junior Primary 

girls in their various sports and visa-versa with 

the younger girls cheering on their ‘big sisters’ 

of DGC. 

I have truly enjoyed my role as Head of Sport for 

2018 and wish the new Heads of Sport for the 

following years every success and enjoyment. 

Kate Phillips
Head of Sport

Sport
REPORT 2018
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Athletics Team

Badminton 1st & 2nd Team

Row 4: Jenna Hampson, Jodie Smart 

Row 3: Sabrina Fivas, Grace Macquet, Elizabeth Modola, Yaa Gyima, Kylie Misdorp

Row 2: Erin Watson, Tegan de Jongh, Sophie Bresler, Prerna Narsai, Bianca Borrageiro, Shannon Blades

Row 1: Emma Lloyd, Brittney Mottram, Singita Khosa, Antonia Grindrod, Megan McCarthy

Row 2: Avantika Naiker, Ciarla Scheepers, Kayla Groenewald, Rhea Ramlal, Zora Merkofer, Jade Reddy

Row 1: Yumna Dwarka, Alica Chigwaja, Humairaa Khalid, Zahra Carrim, Shreya Nathwani 
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Hockey Team U14A & B

Row 4: Lara Watts, Rouxlé Johnstone Grace Macquet, Nandi Magwaza, Hannah Lamprecht, Mikhaela de Oliveira

Row 3: Charlotte Nicolson, Kelly Lewis, Poppy Souchon, Katia Economou

Row 2: Thayuri Naidoo, Ella Vorster, Marcessa Coelho, Bianca Borrageiro, Sarah Andrew, Nandipa Mthethwa 

Row 1: Chelsey O’Brien, Amy Sang, Danni Wiseman, Jenna Hampson, Elizabeth Modola, Lara Jacobsz, Tegan de Jongh

Hockey Team U15B

Row 2: Yaseera Jazbhay, Nicole Baker, Amy Honeywell, Kayla Hendricks

Row 1: Lucy Campbell, Julie Blevin, Josephine Zietkiewicz, Georgia Bruwer
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Hockey Team U16A

Row 2: Erin Watson, Olivia Sharratt, Amanda Holmes, Georgina Church, Keara Dunford, Courtney De Matteis

Row 1: Julia Burnett, Jodie Smart, Nicole Hume, Mikayla Edgley, Gabriella Gervasoni, Grace Maitin-Casalis

Hockey 1st Team

Row 3: Ashlee Meyer, Emma Sharratt, Jamie Hume, Erin Wheal

Row 2: Bulelwa Mzimela, Laura Jackson, Anna Teversham, Amba Brown

Row 1: Nomcebo Sibiya, Britney Nel, Emma Lloyd, Megan McCarthy, Georgia Cloete, Casey Smart

The Galleon 2018

Page 186 | High School www.dgc.co.za



Hockey 2nd Team

Row 3: Jenna Cooper, Londi Busse, Jessica Hoare, Phillipa Meek

Row 2: Olwethu Zondo, Alwande Ngubane, Jocelyn Farrell, Nicole McGregor, Daniella Styan, Olivia Rey 

Row1: Luisa de Vlieg, Casey-May Lewis, Diyajal Prakash, Abigail Phipps, Chelsea McCarthy

Indoor Hockey 1st Team

Row 2: Bulelwa Mzimela, Jenna Stichelbout, Jamie Hume, Emma Sharratt, Erin Wheal, Laura Jackson

Row 1: Casey Smart, Emma Lloyd, Megan McCarthy, Britney Nel, Anna Teversham
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Netball Team U14A & B

Indoor Hockey 2nd Team

Row 3: Nandi Magwaza, Mikhaela De Oliviera, Alice Saulez, Hannah Lamprecht, Poppy Souchon 

Row 2: Sarah Andrew, Viajul Moodley, Charlotte Nicolson, Alyssa de Freitas, Nomcebo Ngobo, Maxine Baitz

Row 1: Tanna de Freitas, Rouxlé Johnstone, Jenna Hampson, Alexia Geils, Ariella Baitz 

Row 2: Daniella Styan, Phillipa Meek, Nicole McGregor, Jenna Cooper, Luisa de Vlieg

Row 1: Chelsea McCarthy, Amba Brown, Nomcebo Sibiya, Ashlee Meyer
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Netball Team U15

Row 2: Jaimee Savic, Calli Varikas, Julie Blevin, Lucy Campbell, Yaseera Jazbhay 

Row 1: Kayla Hendricks, Josephine Zietkiewicz, Margot van Rooyen, Saabira Amod

Netball Team U16

Row 2: Gaby de Oliviera, Inam Hassan, Nina Kruse, Georgia Clark, Kelly Corbett, Tejal Rajput

Row 1: Georgia Hampson, Chelsea Utermark, Emma Knowler, Klara Robertson, Michaela Chivers
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Soccer Teams

Netball 1st Team

Row 6: Nicole Hume, Cassidy Wilson, Tanna de Freitas, Emily Thomson, Jordan Francois, Aaliah Hassan, Pia Mehta

Row 5: Zora Merkofer, Alice Saulez, Gaby De Oliviera, Ruth Daniels, Nandi Magwaza, Erin Lazarus, Rouxlé Johnstone, Jade Busse

Row 4: Maxine Baitz, Firdows Vally, Gabriella Gervasoni, Amber De Freitas, Olivia Rey, Johara Abdool Samad, Kayla Hendricks

Row 3: Yaseera Jazbhay, Amy Sang, Poppy Souchon, Cassidy Coombes, Bianca Borrageiro, Viajul Moodley, Saabira Amod, Sibusisiwe Mazibuko 

Row 2: Anna Teversham, Daniella Styan, Sana Osman, Amba Brown, Jaime Hume, Diyajal Prakash, Antonia Grindrod, Zahra Jazbhay

Row 1: Kiara Jeewan, Holly Piper, Lara Jacobsz, Sarah Andrew, Asanda Msomi, Xolile Luthuli, Grace Maitin-Casalis

Row 2: Calli Varikas, Jade Ramini, Nika Govender, Amanda Holmes, Keara Dunford, Chelsea Utermark.

Row 1: Jordan Roothman, Erin Lawson, Olivia Du Plessis, Amber de Freitas.
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Squash 1st Team

Row 2: Aaryana Singh, Claire Vryenhoek, Victoria McIntosh, Madison Bell

 Row 1: Brittney Mottram, Kate Hill, Kaley Mottram

Midmar Mile Swimmers

Row 2: Micheala Lewis, Zahra Narot, Mikhaela de Oliviera, Cassandra Lewis

Row 1: Jade Busse, Londi Busse, Alice Edward, Nikita Scruby, Jessica Masefield, Giulia Torino 
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Swimming Team

Synchronised Swimming

Row 5: Sabrina Fivaz, Georgina Church, Jenna Hampson, Margot van Rooyen, Mila Rezac

Row 4: Jenna Stichelbout, Rouxlé Johnstone, Esihle Zondo, Alexia Geils, Keren Wessels, Ariella Baitz 

Row 3: Amber de Freitas, Gillian Nicolson, Lara Watts, Mikhaela de Oliveira, Samantha Rein, Londi Busse. 

Row 2: Kira Ribbink, Olwethu Zondo, Jordan Roothman, Gabriella de Oliveira, Tegan de Jongh,  

Londe Busse, Amba Brown, Bulelwa Mzimela, Kayla Ribbink

Row 1: Kaley Mottram, Isabella Hitchings, Alice Edward, Erika Esterhuizen, Tayla Gilmore, Brittney Mottram, Kate Phillips

Row 1: Sarah Sparks, Jessica McCarthy, Giulia Torino, Kathleen Jarvis, Roxanne Thornton
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Tennis 1st & 2nd Team

Tennis League Teams

Row 2: Aimée Hulett, Sophia Hulett, Stella Oglesby, Georgina Saulez, Kylie Misdorp 

Row 1: Jenna McEilligott, Emma Lloyd, Kate Hill, Chloë King, Catherine Holdcroft

Row 3: Poppy Souchon, Kylie Misdorp, Jenna Power-Wilson, Stella Oglesby, Hannah Lamprecht, Erin Lazarus

Row 2: Talia Schneiderman, Sophia Hulett, Prerna Narsai, Charlotte Nicolson, Leah Kiratu, Aimée Hulett

Row 1: Jenna McElligott, Emma Lloyd, Chloë King, Kate Hill, Catherine Holdcroft
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Water Polo Team U14

Row 3: Lara Watts, Poppy Souchon, Ariella Baitz

Row 2: Tegan de Jongh, Charlotte Nicolson, Kelly Lewis, Amy Sang

Row 1: Danni Wiseman, Jenna Hampson, Alexia Geils, Elizabeth Modola, Chelsey O’Brien

Water Polo Team U16

Row 2: Mia Paton, Julie Blevin, Margot van Rooyen, Josephine Middleton, Esihle Zondo

Row 1: Jaimee Savic, Jordyn Wakeling, Lucy Campbell, Stella Oglesby, Kelly Forde
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Water Polo 1st Team

Row 2: Olwethu Zondo, Bulelwa Mzimela, Londi Busse, Jessica Masefield, Esihle Zondo, Amba Brown, Kayla Ribbink.

Row 1: Georgia Cloete, Suzanna Spooner, Emma Herbert, Brittney Mottram, Kate Phillips, Kaley Mottram

House Captains

Row 2: Amy Mungle, Alice Edward, Casey Smart, Brittney Mottram, Singita Khosa, Tayla Gilmore

Row 1: Isabella Hitchings, Megan McCarthy, Emma Herbert, Britney Nel, Kaley Mottram, Kate Phillips
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Sports Captains

Row 3: Erin Lawson, Emma Herbert, Kate Hill, Megan McCarthy, Erika Esterhuizen, Jamie Hume

Row 2: Humairaa Khalid, Alice Edward, Emma Lloyd, Brittney Mottram, Zahra Carrim, Kate Phillips

Row 1: Singita Khosa, Tayla Gilmore, Antonia Grindrod, Chloë King, Olivia du Plessis, Nomcebo Sibiya

SPORTS CAPTAINS CAPTAIN: VICE-CAPTAIN:

Athletics Singita Khosa Antonia Grindrod

Badminton Zahra Carrim Humairaa Khalid

Cross Country Alice Edward Antonia Grindrod

Hockey Megan McCarthy Emma Lloyd & Nomcebo Sibiya

Indoor Hockey Megan McCarthy Emma Lloyd 

Netball Erin Lawson Olivia du Plessies

Soccer Jamie Hume Antonia Grindrod

Squash Kate Hill Brittney Mottram

Swimming Erika Esterhuizen Alice Edward & Tayla Gilmore

Tennis Chloë King Kate Hill

Water Polo Brittney Mottram Emma Herbert & Kate Phillips
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Athletics 

Amber Schlebusch

Antonia Grindrod

Bianca Borrageiro

Chloë Govender

Courtney de Matteis

Elizabeth Modola

Emma Lloyd 

Erin Watson

Ethe Sipunzi

Georgina Church

Grace Maquet

Jenna Hampson

Jenna Stichelbout

Jodie Smart

Kira Ribbink

Kylie Misdorp

Mvunulo Khumalo

Nicole Hume

Prerna Narsai

Sabrina Fivaz

Tegan de Jongh

Yaa Gyima

Badminton

Alexia Geils 

Ariella Baitz

Bulelwa Mzimela

Ciarla Scheepers

Gabriella De Oliveira

Gillian Nicolson 

Humairaa Khalid

Isabella Hitchings

Jade Reddy

Jamie Mower

Jenna Stichelbout

Kate Phillips

Keren Wessels

Kira Ribbink

Lara Watts

Olwethu Zondo

Rhea Ramlal

Sabrina Fivaz

Samantha Rein

Shreya Nathwani

Zahra Carrim

Zora Merkofer

Cross Country

Aimée Hulett

Alice Edward

Amber Schlebusch

Amy Sang

Antonia Grindrod

Katia Economou

Kayla Ribbink

Keren Wessels

Kira Ribbink

Marcessa Coelho

Nina Mabusela

Poppy Souchon

René Dunn

Sophia Hulett

Hockey &  

Indoor Hockey

Amba Brown

Anna Teversham

Ashleigh Meyer

Britney Nel

Bulelwa Mzimela 

Casey Smart

Emma Lloyd

Emma Sharratt 

Erin Wheal

Georgia Cloete

Jamie Hume

Jenna Stichelbout

Laura Jackson

Megan McCarthy

Nomcebo Sibiya

Netball &  

Action Netball

Abigail Brown

Amanda Holmes

Amber De Freitas

Erin Lawson

Jade Ramini

Jordan Roothman

Nika Govender 

Olivia du Plessis

Squash

Aaryana Singh

Brittney Mottram

Claire Vryenhoek 

Kaley Mottram

Kate Hill

Madison Bell

Victoria McIntosh

Soccer

Anna Treversham

Luisa de Vlieg

Nonkosi Nkosi

Zahra Carrim

Swimming

Alice Edward

Alwande Ngubane

Amba Brown

Amber De Freitas

Amber Schlebusch

Brittney Mottram

Daniella Syan

Emma Herbert

Erica Esterhuizen

Esihle Zondo

Georgina Church

Jamie Hume

Jenna Hampson

Jessica Masefield

Jordan Roothman

Kaley Mottram

Kayla Ribbink

Londi Busse

Margot van Rooyen

Mikhaela De Oliveira 

Mila Rezac

Nikita Di Guilio

Olivia Rey

Rouxlé Johnstone

Sana Osman

Sinead Carson

Tayla Gilmore

Tegan de Jongh

 

Tennis

Aimée Hulett

Brittney Mottram

Casey Smart

Chloë King

Emma Lloyd

Kate Hill

Kylie Misdorp

Megan McCarthy

Singita Khosa

Stella Oglesby

Sophia Hulett

Waterpolo

Amba Brown

Brittney Mottram

Bulelwa Mzimela

Emma Herbert

Georgia Cloete

Jamie Mower

Jessica Masefield

Kaley Mottram

Kate Phillips 

Kayla Ribbink

Londi Busse

Olwethu Zondo

Suzanna Spooner

1st Teams 2018

1st Team Top Ten Water Polo
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KZN Representatives

Row 7: Jade Ramini, Josephine Walton, Margot van Rooyen, Nika Govender 

Row 6: Elizabeth Modola, Nicole McGregor, Georgina Church, Mila Rezac, Tanna de Freitas, Jenna Stichelbout

Row 5: Aaryana Singh, Kylie Misdorp, Guilia Torino, Jessica Masefield, Londi Busse, Stella Oglesby, Mia Paton, Grace Macquet

Row 4: Bulelwa Mzimela, Kathleen Jarvis, Tegan de Jongh, Rouxlé Johnstone, Amber de Freitas, Jordan Roothman, Gabriella Gervasoni

Row 3: Laila Haniff, Jessica McCarthy, Calli Varikas, Roxy Thornton, Mikhaela de Oliveira, Olwethu Zondo, Bianca Borrageiro, Danni Wiseman

Row 2: Sarah Andrew, Sophia Hulett, Amy Sang, Chloë King, Emma Herbert, Casey Smart, Nomcebo Sibiya, Amba Brown, Kayla Ribbink

Row 1: Olivia du Plessis, Georgia Cloete, Kaley Mottram, Alice Edward, Emma Lloyd, Megan McCarthy, Brittney Mottram

Action Netball/ 

Netball

Abigail Brown

Amanda Holmes

Amber De Freitas

Calli Varikas

Jade Ramini

Jordan Roothman

Kadence Ribbink

Keara Dunford

Kenya Corte Portela

Maxine Port

Nika Govender

Olivia du Plessis

Sarah Andrew 

Tanna de Freitas

Badminton

Zahra Carrim

Equestrian

Jordan Hancock

Lisa Janse van Rensburg

Nicole McGregor

Sienna Setzkorn

Hockey

Amanda Holmes

Amba Brown

Amy Sang

Bianca Borragerio

Bulelwa Mzimela

Casey Smart

Danni Wiseman 

Elizabeth Modola

Emma Lloyd

Gabriella Gervasoni

Grace Macquet

Hannah Lamprecht

Jamie Hume

Jenna Stichelbout

Jodie Smart

Julia Burnett

Keara Dunford

Megan McCarthy

Nomcebo Sibiya

Olivia Sharratt

Tegan de Jongh 

Life Saving

Alice Edward 

Kira Ribbink

Tegan de Jongh

Soccer

Julia Burnett

Squash

Aaryana Singh

Surfing

Josie Middleton

Kadence Ribbink

Swimming

Alice Edward

Esihle Zondo

Georgina Church

Mikhaela De Oliveira

Mila Rezac

Tegan de Jongh

Synchronised 

Swimming

Giulia Torino

Jessica Masefield

Kathleen Jarvis

Lathitha Ntlahla

Roxanne Thornton

Tennis

Chloë King

Emma Lloyd

Kylie Misdorp

Sophia Hulett

Triathlon

Amber Schlebusch 

Kadence Ribbink

Kayla Ribbink

Kira Ribbink

Water Polo

Alexia Geils

Amba Brown

Ariella Baitz

Brittney Mottram

Bulelwa Mzimela

Danni Wiseman

Elizabeth Modola

KZN Selection 2018
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SA Representatives

Emma Herbert

Esihle Zondo 

Georgia Cloete

Jamie Mower

Jessica Masefield

Jordyn Wakeling

Josephine Walton

Kaley Mottram 

Kayla Ribbink

Kelly Forde

Kira Ribbink

Londi Busse

Margot van Rooyen

Marlise Pretorius 

Mia Paton

Olwethu Zondo

Stella Oglesby 

SA Team 
& Squad 
Selection

Life Saving

Alice Edward

Synchronised 

Swimming

Giulia Torino 

Jessica McCarthy 

Lathitha Ntlahla

Water Polo

Brittney Mottram 

Bulelwa Mzimela

Emma Herbert 

Kate Phillips

Triathlon

Amber Schlebusch 

Kayla Ribbink 

Bulelwa Mzimela

Water Polo

Kate Phillips

Water Polo

Lathitha Ntlahla

Synchronised Swimming

Alice Edward

Life Saving

Emma Herbert 

Water Polo

Amber Schlebusch

Triathlon

Giulia Torino

Synchronised Swimming

Jessica McCarthy

Synchronised Swimming

Kayla Ribbink

Triathlon

Brittney Mottram

 Water Polo

“Greatness begins beyond 
your comfort zone”  

– Robin Sharma
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Sports Awards
2018

DGC Cup – Most Improved 
Synchronised Swimmer in the 

Middle School – Kathleen Jarvis

Pugh Cup – Best Synchronised 
Swimmer in the Middle School

Jessica McCarthy

Synchronised Swimming 

Trophy – Most Dedicated 
Synchronised Swimmer in the High 

School – Roxanne Thornton

Barbara Dowell Cup –  
Runner up to Best Synchronised 

Swimmer in the Senior School – 

Roxanne Thornton

Humphrey Trophy – Best 
Synchronised Swimmer in the 

Senior School – Giulia Torino

Parks Trophy – Most Improved 

Water Polo Player of the Year – 

Kayla Ribbink

The Trevethan Trophy –  
Middle School Water Polo Player  

of the Year – Esihle Zondo

Horlock Trophy – Water Polo 

Player of the Year – Emma Herbert

Badminton

Bertie Youngleson Memorial 

Trophy – Consistent Service to the 
Sport throughout the year

Zahra Carrim

Cross Country

Pauline Saven Cup – Winner of 
the Senior Primary Cross Country

Kira Altshuler 

Cross Country Trophy – Winner 
of the Senior School Cross Country

Kayla Ribbink

Hockey

Jean Burns Trophy – Most 
Improved Grade 7 Hockey Player

Georgina Stephenson 

Leanne Slade Trophy – Most 
Improved Grade 8 Hockey Player

Jenna Hampson

Elizabeth Green Trophy – Most 
Improved U14 Hockey Player – 

Nandi Magwaza

Elizabeth Green Trophy – Most 
Improved U16 Hockey Player

Erin Watson

Elizabeth Green Trophy – Most 

Improved Open Hockey Player – 

Laura Jackson

Skye Floating Trophy – Most 
Improved Indoor Player –  

Casey Smart

Natalie Challenor Cup – Most 

Promising Goal Keeper – Lara Jacobz

Tracy Galloway Trophy – 2nd 
Team Player showing Commitment 
and Dedication to Hockey –  

Casey-May Lewis 

House Competitions

Jean Wilson Cup – House that accumulates 

the most points in the Senior Primary sports 

competitions – Rutherford

Cock House Cup – The house with the most 

points in the High School – Cottam

Athletics

Ausmeier Trophy – Most Outstanding Track 

& Field Athlete in the Senior Primary School – 

Chelsea Murray

Mel Celliers Memorial Trophy 

Most Dedicated Athlete in the High School – 

Grace Macquet

Jenna Anderson Trophy – Most  

Deserving Athlete in the High School – 

Amber Schlebusch

Aquatics

Junior Midmar Mile Trophy – Junior 

Midmar Mile – Mikhaela De Olivier

Helen Fisher Cup – Senior Midmar Mile – 

Alice Edward

Carolynne Greig Memorial Trophy 
Most Improved Synchronised Swimmer in  

the Senior Primary – Courtney Bell

Crowder Cup – Best Synchronised Swimmer 

in the Senior Primary – Lathitha Nthlatha

Ausmeier Trophy for the Most Outstanding Track & 

Field Athlete in the Senior Primary – Chelsea Murray

Guest speaker, Henri Schoeman

Alice Edward & Emma Herbert – Executive Head’s Special Award for Exceptional Achievement 

in Grade 12. Emma was also awarded the Horlock Trophy for Water Polo Player of  the Year. 

Alice was also awarded the Helen Fisher Cup for the Senior Midmar Mile.
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DGC Cup – Grade 7 Player  
of the Year – Jessica Adams

Kate Galloway Trophy –  
Indoor Hockey Player of the Year

Emma Lloyd

Kim MacNeillie Trophy – Hockey 

Player of The Year – Emma Lloyd

Netball

Nicole Coetzee Cup –  
Most Improved U13 Netball Player

Jessica Ramini

Shelly Borland Cup – Most 
Promising Grade 8 Netball Player

Sarah Andrew & Tanna De Freitas

Caitlin Stott Trophy – Commitment 
and Dedication  

to Netball – Erin Lawson

DGC Cup – Grade 7 Netball  

Player of the year – Maxine Port

De Kock Trophy – Action Netball 

Player of the Year – Abigail Brown

Collingwood Family Cup – Netball 
Player of The Year

Amber de Freitas

Soccer

Siphephelo Dhlomo Soccer 

Trophy – Soccer Player of the Year

Alwande Ngubane

Squash

DGC Trophy – U14 Squash

Madison Bell

Jennifer Bryant Trophy – U15 

Squash – Claire Vryenhoek

Deane Surycz Cup – Senior School 

Squash Runner Up – Kate Hill

Deane Surycz Cup – Senior School 

Squash Champion – Brittney Mottram

Tennis

Lewis Cup – Senior Primary  

Singles Runner Up – Dana Meehan

Grace Forrester Trophy –  
Senior Primary Singles Winner

Kirsten Short

Alison King Cup – U14 Runner Up

Aimée Hulett

Kirby Cup – U14 Winner

Sophie Hulett

Yvonne Anderson Cup – U15 

Runner Up – Stella Oglesby

Mary Thompson Rosebowl – U15 

Winner – Kylie Misdorp

Gillespie Cup – Open Runner Up

Chloë King

Samuel Deane Trophy –  

Open Winner – Emma Lloyd

Emma Lloyd – awarded the Kate Galloway 

Trophy for Indoor Hockey Player of  the Year, 

the Kim MacNeillie Trophy for Hockey Player 

of  the Year, the Samuel Deane Trophy for the 

Tennis Open Winner, the Judy Lissaman Cup 

for Senior Sportswoman of  the Year.

Kira Altshuler – awarded the Pauline Saven 

Cup for the Winner of  the Senior Primary 

Cross Country & the DGC Cup for Senior 

Primary Sportsmanship of  the Year.

Abigail Brown – awarded the de Kock Trophy for 

Action Netball Player of  the Year, and Amber de 

Freitas – awarded the Collingwood Family Cup for 

Netball Player of  the Year.

Georgia Cloete – awarded the College House Games 

Cup for the Most Versatile Grade 12 Sportswoman 

in College House.

Alwande Ngubane who was awarded the Siphephelo 

Dhlomo Soccer Trophy for Soccer Player of  the Year

Brittney Mottram who was awarded the Deane 

Surycz Cup for Senior School Squash Champion
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Team of the Year

A number of teams performed particularly well this year 

The Swimming Team came 4th at National Aquatics, 3rd 

in the recently held Hill Cup, 2nd in the D&D and won the 

KZN independent schools gala. 

The 1st Hockey Team were unbeaten in the local league 

and came 4th in the KZN SPAR tournament. 

The U16 Hockey Team won their local league and went 

on to qualify to play in the U16 Top Schools National 

Tournament that was held in Paarl. The team made it to 

the final which ended in a 0-0 score, they then went on 

to do a penalty shoot which they lost and ended 2nd in 

the tournament. 

The Netball 1st Team won both the KZN Independent 

Schools Tournament and the Epworth 1st Team Tournament 

and will be moving up to the A league after winning all 

their league matches.

The Water Polo 1st Team have enjoyed a very successful 

season, remaining unbeaten to date in the local league 

and maintaining a top ten national ranking. Their top 

achievements include finishing 2nd at National Aquatics 

and winning both the 2017 Top Ten Tournament and the 

KZN League. These results bear witness to the talent, 

determination and courage of the players and the 

dedication of their coaches.

In recognition of their energetic enthusiasm and disciplined 

hard work, both individually and as a team, the Naidoo 

Trophy for Team of the Year is awarded to the Water Polo 

1st Team

Naidoo Trophy – Team of The Year – Water Polo

Individual / Team Awards

DGC Shield – For Perseverance in the Senior Primary 

School – Jordan Hancock & Georgina Stephenson

DGC Shield – For Commitment and Dedication in the 

Senior Primary – Genevieve Garreau & Marlise Pretorius

College House Games Cup – The Most Versatile Grade 

12 Sportswoman in College House – Georgia Cloete

DGC Cup – Senior Primary Sportsmanship of the Year

Kira Altshuler

Executive Head’s Special Award – For Exceptional 

Achievement in Grade 12 – Emma Herbert & Alice Edward

Collingwood Trophy – Senior Sportsmanship of the Year, 

which is voted for by her peers – Erin Lawson

Judy Lissaman Cup – Senior Sportswoman of the Year – 

Emma Lloyd

Marlise Pretorius & Genevieve Garreau – awarded the DGC Shield  

for Commitment & Dedication in the Senior Primary.
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Jordan Hancock & Georgina Stephenson – awarded  

the DGC Shield for Perseverance in the Senior Primary.
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Churchill
Churchill came away with a variety of results in Inter-House 

Events this year. Starting with cultural, the Churchill Grade 

11s put together an incredible play in which many Churchill 

girls throughout Grades 8 -11 participated in showcasing the 

talent the girls had to offer in acting, dancing and singing. 

Churchill open girls performed really well at the Inter-House 

Gala and were awarded two trophies winning almost all 

their races. Inter-House Athletics and Cross Country allowed 

the girls to not only show their individual talents on the track 

– with multiple girls being awarded for individual events 

and events combined – but also showcased our team spirit, 

friendship and encouragement for one another. The Churchill 

girls took lead in Inter-House Squash this year as well and 

came back with a mixed bag of results in Inter-House Hockey. 

I am very proud of the many girls who got involved both in 

the action and in the stands.

Brittney Mottram  Churchill House Captain

Cottam
This year has been extremely busy for Cottam, as we 

journeyed through our highs and lows together as one unit 

during the Inter-House Athletics, Plays and Gala Events. 

Having narrowly missed the spirit cup in the beginning of the 

year and coming second in the Inter-House Gala, we proved 

to be a tough contender against the other five houses. We 

wore our black Cottam House shirts with pride and never 

failed to cheer our athletes on with Cottam songs of “House 

Mouse” and “I Have a Dream” being a few of our favourites. 

At the Inter-House Plays, Cottam partnered up with Churchill to 

produce a riveting play that highlighted social issues and sent 

a thought-provoking message to audience members. And on 

both Inter-House Gala and athletics day, athletes were excited 

to participate in the various events at either a competitive or 

relaxed level with friends and teammates. A special mention 

must be made to our housemother, Mrs Pentecost, who was 

always there to lend the House Captains a hand and help out 

with organising the races across the High School grades. 

As the House Captains of Cottam, Alice and I are extremely 

proud of every one of our Cottam girls and we have no 

doubt in our minds that they will continue to wave the black 

Cottam flag high in their future endeavours. 

Casey Smart  Cottam House Captain

Greenacre 
2018 has been a rewarding year for Greenacre. The Inter-

House Athletics and swimming events were successful as girls 

from all grades took part in multiple races. The eagerness 

and dedication from many of the girls in Greenacre paid 

off. Their willingness to take part in these Inter-House Events 

and to show their passion and determination on the track 

and in the pool made the events that much more enjoyable. 

Not only that but their spirit off the field and on the stands 

was exceptional, as the girls sang their hearts out in order 

to motivate their house mates. Our Inter-House days allowed 

the girls to form special bonds and friendships with others 

throughout the school. Our Inter-House Hockey and netball 

matches also brought many smiles to our Greenacre girls’ 

faces as we were all brought together for our common love 

for our sport. Greenacre has also taken part in many cultural 

events. Girls put aside time and effort into producing many 

outstanding pieces and it was most rewarding. The girls in 

Greenacre were passionate and dedicated and I could not 

have asked for a better house. 

Megan McCarthy  Greenacre House Captain

House Reports
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Hunter
Hunter has done an outstanding job in their cultural and 

sporting events this year. Along with Rutherford, the girls 

performed excellently in the house plays. All their hard work 

and dedication definitely paid off. Following on from cultural 

events, this year Hunter performed amazingly in their sporting 

activities by finishing first in the Inter-House Swimming and 

first for the Senior Primary Inter-House Athletics whilst the 

High School performed outstandingly too. Hunter continues 

to flourish in spirit and the girls have done their house proud 

this year. 

Tayla Gilmore  Hunter House Captain

Palmer
Palmer House 2018 has had an extremely successful year. 

Making sure the house came together this year was my, Emma 

Herbert, and Britney Nel’s priority. The girls understood this 

year what House Spirit really means and I believe it is so 

important to be a proud house. Winning the Spirit Cup at 

Inter-House Swimming as well as winning the Spirit Cup in 

the Inter-House Athletics shows that Palmer has had a very 

rewarding and dedicated year. Not only are swimming and 

athletics the biggest events for a house captain, we were 

also competitive with Inter-House Netball, Hockey, Tennis 

and Field Events. For the girls that didn’t participate in a 

sport, we had Inter-House Plays in which Palmer shone as 

bright as stars winning first place. Inter-house music and 

academic accolades played a big part in winning House of 

the Year. When one is part of the yellow house, Palmer, you 

get to truly understand what a College family is all about. It 

has been an honour and privilege for Britney and me to be 

the Heads for 2018 and we are sure Palmer will continue to 

flourish and keep their strong, close bond.

Emma Herbert  Palmer House Captain

Rutherford
I am so glad to have been given the opportunity to lead a 

house as special as Rutherford. The girls who make up our 

“green and white” house are always ready to participate 

and give of their best, showing incredible house spirit at all 

events. I particularly enjoyed sports day and the swimming 

gala where I was able to watch the girls do their best and 

cheer each other on. Our theme for the year was “Angels 

and Fairies” - which the girls absolutely loved as they were 

able to dress up and smear themselves with glitter. 

The one thing I will miss about Rutherford is our incredible 

sense of ‘community’. The girls were like my little sisters and 

would always message me or try and find me to help with 

school work or any personal issues and I believe that that is 

what a House Captain should do – not only lead in terms 

of sporting events but be there for the girls when they need 

some advice from someone who is not a teacher or a parent. 

We created this loving community in Rutherford by putting up 

weekly quotes on our Rutherford board to help the girls get 

through their week as well as putting up the names of girls 

whose birthdays were coming up that month just to remind 

them that we care and hope they have a great day. 

We also participated in House Plays where the girls were able 

to show their cultural side – the new girls were very involved 

which made me extremely happy as other Rutherford girls 

were able to easily include them and soon they felt like they 

were at home. My House has been very determined, fun and 

enthusiastic, it has been such a pleasure to lead them with 

my Vice-Captain, Isabella Hitchings, this year. I wish them all 

the best for the years to come.

Singita Khosa  Rutherford House Captain

The Galleon 2018

High School | Page 205 www.dgc.co.za



HOUSE CAPTAINS CAPTAIN: VICE-CAPTAIN:

Churchill Brittney Mottram Kaley Mottram

Cottam Casey Smart Alice Edward

Greenacre Megan McCarthy Kate Phillips

Hunter Tayla Gilmore Amy Mungle

Palmer Emma Herbert Britney Nel

Rutherford Singita Khosa Isabella Hitchings
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Junior Olympian
Durban Girls’ College turned up at King Shaka International 

Airport on the 21st October 2018 to welcome home Grade 

11 pupil, Amber Schlebusch. Amber won a gold medal for 

the Womens’ Triathlon at the Youth Olympics 2018 held in 

Buenos Aires, Argentina. She beat 33 participants from 33 

countries. An amazing 

feat for this humble young 

woman. Mrs Heather 

Goedeke, Head of High 

School, said, “You have 

done yourself, your family, 

DGC and your country 

proud, Amber”. It was an 

emotional homecoming 

for Amber and she was 

delighted to see her 

parents Robyn Schlebusch 

Green and Brett Horner. 
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Grade 8
2018 REPORT

Miss Edgcumbe started the year with a quote, “Every new 

beginning comes from some other beginning’s end”. It is 

used in a song by Semisonic, but it is originally credited 

to the philosopher Seneca. The Grade 8 class of 2018 

certainly started their High School new beginning with a 

whirlwind of activities; Orientation Day, the Key Ceremony 

Rite of Passage and the sleepover all happened in the first 

week of term. The following is taken from the Head Girl’s 

speech to the Grade 8s at the Key Ceremony:

“Don’t be afraid to try new things and to sometimes venture 

out into the unknown. As you navigate through the College 

seas, you may sometimes get lost, but remember that the 

Staff carry maps with the key to set you back on the right 

path. Never forget, you have the opportunity of a lifetime 

and the privilege to open up unimaginable doors now, and 

in years to come, that young women around the world can 

only dream to unlock.”

The Grade 8s were involved in many activities throughout 

the year, with the excursion to Spirit of Adventure being a 

highlight. Their notable achievements and accolades are 

recorded in this magazine, which they can look back on 

with pride for a year well-lived.

I wish the Grade 8 class of 2018 well, and I hope they live 

bravely at College, taking every opportunity offered to them.

Miss Jennifer Harrison
Head of Grade 8

Charlotte Nicolson
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Grade 8 B

Grade 8 M

Row 4: René Dunn, Nabeela Abdool, Kathleen Jarvis, Amy Sang

Row 3: Sarah Andrew, Chelsey O’Brien, Bianca Borrageiro, Danni Wiseman, Sonali Naidoo

Row 2: Aimée Hulett, Faathima Solwa, Ella Vorster, Hannah Hansa, Tazkia Abram, Erin Donjeany

Row 1: Monay Mouton, Gemma Weare, Lara Watts, Mrs Loreen Doherty-Bigara, Elizabeth Modola, Paige Backman, Mikhaela de Oliveira

Missing: Firdows Vally 

Row 3: Tegan de Jongh, Sophie Bresler, Sabrina Fivaz, Prerna Narsai, Ralitsa Yumba

Row 2: Kamilah Moodley, Youngeun Kim, Caylee Adams, Chikomborero Moto, S’akti Maharaj

Row 1: Amal Vaid, Shannon Blades, Madison Grobbelaar, Mrs Zuziwe Mdladla, Sarah Sparks, Clea Turner, Tamara Sweetman
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Grade 8 S

Grade 8 W

Row 3: Kayla Hendricks, Charlotte Nicolson, Alice Saulez, Yasmin Perumal, Alyssia Mathysen, Johara Abdool-Samad, Ella Macpherson

Row 2: Arya Baboloal, Kimayar Naidoo, Sophia Hulett, Marcessa Coelho, Rumaysa Wahab, Asanda Msomi

Row 1: Ariella Baitz, Tanna De Freitas, Nomcebo Ngcobo, Mr Wayne Schwartz, Katia Economou, Alexia Geils, Hannah Lamprecht

Row 3: Cassidy Coombes, Kelly Lewis, Luzé Vermaak, Jenna Hampson, Jessika Jiran, Serena Ramdhani, Summan Siddiqi

Row 2: Nandipha Mthethwa, Viajul Moodley, Madison Bell, Maxine Baitz, Thayuri Naidoo, Sibusisiwe Mazibuko 

Row 1: Pia Mehta, Poppy Souchon, Cassidy Wilson, Mrs Claire Wilkinson, Rouxlé Johnstone, Nandi Magwaza, Lara Jacobsz
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Spirit of Adventure
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Why were we unaware of this reality? I wondered who 

could be that brutal? Who was this monster lurking in the 

shadows? Which beast could destroy the spirit of the earth? 

This merciless creature was obviously the creator, the feeder, 

and the cultivator of destruction. Who could have caused 

such destruction of our common Earth? I was jolted out of 

thought when the electricity was ruthlessly cut off and the 

television through its silky reflective black screen, boldly 

showed me the answer to my question. I saw the face of my 

culprit. I saw myself. 

Johara Abdool-Samad

Our Common Earth

I am home to seven billion beings: I provide them with food, 

shelter and most importantly… LIFE, yet all I get in return 

is constant destruction, disruption and devastation to my 

precious body, their only home.

The warm, cuddly blanket that once enveloped me, is slowly 

being eroded by the toxic fumes. I am forced to breathe in 

deeply every day. My lungs are beginning to fail me. Each 

and every day parts of my body are ripped away from my 

soul. The lush, green colours of the tall trees that were once 

thriving are now being replaced with skyscrapers. Oh, how I 

miss having them standing tall like steadfast soldiers against 

the elements!

Deforestation is having a huge impact on my life. Imagine 

millions of trees being sliced through their torsos, standing 

there helpless against the desecration ravaging their bodies. 

The trees are the lungs in my body – heaving tirelessly 

throughout the day and the night. Battling to cope with the 

foul smell of exhaust fumes, I think I will eventually be in need 

of a ventilator.

I used to bathe in the warmth of the sun, but now the 

scorching heat is wildly harsh against my skin. I can barely 

take it! My tears begin as small droplets when the ice caps 

melt, but recently they have grown to a much larger scale. 

My tears fall down mountain slopes, gathering together 

Our Common Earth

I opened my curtains and gazed out of my window to admire 

the tranquil landscape of magnificent ancient trees, a gentle 

stream where gurgling water splashed over pebbles, where 

colourful birds congregated to pitch a song and where the slight 

breeze would ever so slightly rustle the blades of the lush long 

grass. I gasped in pleasure at the the stunning view and smiled 

in pride at Earth’s immaculate natural beauty. No photoshop, 

editing or cropping was required, just the picture perfect sight 

that I had captured through the lens of my own eyes.

I looked out at this greatness and I had a sense of pride, 

being able to call this place home but my smile immediately 

faltered. I blinked. My view suddenly didn’t look like the 

utopia I had just seen a second ago. Instead, in front of me, 

a barren land was presented. My magnificent trees were 

murdered with an axe, ancient roots replaced by mountains 

of land fill and waste. No stream meandered through the 

land but in its stead a path of trash snaked. The silence was 

deafening. I was so confused at how my view had been 

reconstructed so radically and so rapidly. All I had done 

was blink. Perhaps I had I kept my eyes closed for too long, 

maybe we all did...

Consternation clouded my eyes, who could do such a thing? 

Who could be the perpetrator of a massacre of Earth’s natural 

beauty on such a magnitude? Why didn’t they stop once they 

heard her desperate cries of pain? Didn’t they stop to think 

about the damage they were causing? Questions rung in my 

ear like an alarm and I couldn’t find the stop button. 

I quickly closed the window and ran downstairs with tears 

streaming down my face. I couldn’t look at that sight of 

perfection and peace annihilated.

I slowed down when I saw a flickering light out of the corner of 

my eye, I slowly turned around to face the television depicting 

the news. My mouth grew dry and I felt an enormous lump 

grow in my throat as I saw other people’s homes, their safe 

haven destroyed. I heard strained pleas, muffled crying and 

distant screaming. I saw on-going suffering and pain evident 

on people’s faces. Children stared at me through the television 

with mature eyes that had experienced so much darkness. 

Prerna Narsai & Johara Abdool-Samad

Commonwealth Essay – Gold 
Certificate Winners
The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition is the world’s 

oldest schools’ international writing competition, managed 

by The Royal Commonwealth Society since 1883. This year’s 

theme invited young people to share their ideas on the topic 

of ‘Towards a Common Future’. Two of our Grade 8 girls 

were awarded GOLD certificates.

The Galleon 2018

Page 212 | High School www.dgc.co.za



forming streams that eventually turn into gushing waterfalls 

and empty out into rivers and into oceans.

The oceans, the seas – my life blood – are now used as a 

dumping ground for all the waste in my body. My waters 

were once swarming with life – plants and animals – but 

now even those resources are dwindling. Harmful chemicals 

from factories and industry are spewed out into my veins, 

polluting and killing every living thing in its path. 

What I once thought as cute is now filling me up like termites 

in a tree. The human population is increasing at an alarming 

rate and is fast becoming unsustainable. It is taking a 

huge strain on my body as I am unable to provide enough 

resources for everyone and everything to survive on. At this 

rate, within a few decades, some of the species will become 

extinct. The Rhinos are already on their path to extinction. 

Overpopulation is like the plague – slowly infesting my 

precious body bit by bit, causing me constant distress. It’s 

not long before this plague takes over my entire body and 

there will be nothing more to offer.

These human beings are narcissistic fools – forever 

disrespecting and disregarding whatever I have to offer 

them. The only real question I have left is: Will I outlive them 

OR will we all perish together?

Prerna Narsai

Asanda Msomi

Hannah Lamprecht

Danni WisemanCharlotte Nicolson

Clea Turner

Marcessa Coelho

Ariella Baitz

Ariella BaitzAsanda Msomi

Fatimah Solwa
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Grade 9 was a year of growth. Not only did we grow a 

few centimeters in height, but also grew abundantly in our 

capabilities. Although we have experienced many ups and 

downs throughout the year, together we came out closer and 

stronger than ever.

The focal point of every Grade 9 year is the uHambo excursion. 

This riveting journey exceeded all our expectations. The 

‘Great Hike’ across Winterton gave the girls the opportunity to 

create and strengthen friendships that they never knew could 

develop. We learnt to be grateful, patient, and determined. 

The Home Journey girls reported back on an incredible life-

influencing experience as they spent time involved in outreach 

and had the opportunity to meet and play with underprivileged 

children from Clayton Primary. Overall, our 2018 uHambo 

experience grew our appreciation. 

The sporting year included various successful events. Our 

U16A Hockey Team earned a silver medal at the annual Top 

Ten Schools Tournament, ranking second in the country. The 

U16A Water Polo Team followed suit carrying on to win the 

Top Ten Tournament in KwaZulu-Natal. Durban Girls’ College 

maintains a robust balance as we dive into the cultural realm. 

Multiple Grade 9 girls broadcasted their dramatic abilities to 

an eager and encouraging audience during Culture Kudos. 

This year’s sports and culture grew our mental capacity on 

the sporting field and in the theatre.

The 2018 academic programme pushed the Grade 9s to 

discover their real potential and grew our mindset. With 

the Maths Olympiad testing our intelligence, and Afrikaans 

spelling competitions trialing our memory, we got through it 

all. The November exams were readily prepared for due to 

our extremely lucky case of not writing June examinations 

owing to our uHambo journey.

To wrap up Grade 9, the girls faced the challenge of subject 

selection. The insight required to make mature decisions 

shone from within our grade as our teachers diligently 

helped in every way possible. In preparation for the coming 

Grade 10 year, some girls also applied for the Exchange 

Programme. Through choosing our subjects to pursue into 

Grade 10 and embracing the idea of venturing to a new 

country, the Grade 9s have been prepared to steadily grow 

our independence in the coming years.

In conclusion, despite all the shrinking iPhones and dwindling 

spare time, we managed to grow abundantly. Our Grade 9 

year was one that will never be forgotten. The morals we took 

from this year will forever be applied and remembered. We 

can’t wait for next year to see how much more we will grow.

Jenna Pearson, Keara Dunford  
and Julie Blevin

Grade 9
2018 REPORT

Grade 9 PEP Programme

Durban Girls’ College is extremely passionate about giving 

back to our communities. In the last few weeks of school, we 

had the privilege of covering books for Clayton Road Primary, 

a school which the Grade 9 Home Journey girls interacted 

with whilst others were on uHambo. We covered hundreds of 

educational books for the children for reading and learning 

purposes. Certain girls were fortunate enough to have the 

opportunity to drop the books off at Clayton Road Primary 

and had the opportunity to interact with the children. This 

resulted in a sense of fulfilment as we were able to see the 

children’s faces as they lit up with joy. 

The Grade 9 Pool Party was definitely a highlight of the school 

year. We spent time listening to music, swimming, dancing 

and bonding as a grade. The girls bonded during this time 

as all girls were able to participate. It was a great way to 

celebrate their November examination achievements. Our 

grade also had the opportunity to interact and learn from 

outside facilitators – Christy, from ‘The Chat’, and Liesel, from 

‘Apple Tree’ – about the dangers of social media as well as 

how we can all be supportive friends to one another. Christy 

and Liesel taught us how to find the balance within a healthy 

community, freedom within that, and meaning in life. The girls 

were extremely grateful and had an enjoyable day full of 

inspiring lessons to take home.

Josie Zietkiewicz, Lara-Leigh Jones,  
Ayaka Poswa
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Grade 9 H

Grade 9 J

Row 4: Hanna Porter, Stella Oglesby, Josephine Zietkiewicz, Ashley Ridgway, Jordan Francois, Melissa Githinji

Row 3: Ayaka Poswa, Yusra Lombard, Rebecca Darby-Wade, Lara-Leigh Jones

Row 2: Avantika Naiker, Claire Vryenhoek, Luca Tarboton, Jamie-Lou Ross, Aaryana Singh, Ciarla Scheepers

Row 1: Niwedita Bhatta, Yaseera Jazbhay, Jaimee Savic, Ms Samantha Hogan, Mikhaela Odayan, Holly Piper, Jade Reddy

Row 4: Jenna Cole, Esihle Zondo, Chloe Waller, Phoebé Mattison, Keara Dunford, Jordyn Wakeling

Row 3: Likanyiso Sipunzi, Kelly Forde, Erin Watson, Mishka Mallick 

Row 2: Leah Kiratu, Olivia Sharratt, Jenna Pearson, Aimée Ash, Izel Barnard, Isabella Moran 

Row 1: Kira Ribbink, Mishara Naidoo, Jodie Smart, Mrs Carmen Jacobsz, Amanda Holmes, Courtney De Matteis, Julia Burnett 
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Grade 9 R

Grade 9 V

Row 4: Rachel Henry, Georgia Bruwer, Sisanda Mabusela, Kyra Naidoo, Erin Lazarus, Nicole Baker

Row 3: Naeema Habib, Amy Honeywell, Alicia Chigwaja, Diyajal Baboolal

Row 2: Mihlali Dlisani, Calli Varikas, Zandile Mafu, Thubelihle Madlala, Nolwandle Duma, Kiara Jeewan

Row 1: Grace Maitin-Casalis, Layyah Timol, Saabira Amod, Mr Vikash Raghunandan, Josephine Walton, Aphile Ntshangase, Kasmir Pillay

Row 4: Kylie Misdorp, Mila Rezac, Georgina Church, Margot van Rooyen, Jenna Power-Wilson, Rhea Ramlal

Row 3: Francesca Baldi, Rebecca Winter, Mia Paton, Tao Ellender

Row 2: Zamanguni Mnguni, Shaé Jugthaw, Kaylah Groenewald, Alyssa da Freitas, Jessica McCarthy, Zuhairaa Ally

Row 1: Talia Schneiderman, Laila Haniff, Julie Blevin, Ms Janet-Marié Venter, Lucy Campbell, Dhiya Maharaj, Sumayya Peer
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Reflections on uHambo

There is so much, so many things to acknowledge daily that 

I don’t bother to attempt to. So many intricacies and details 

that make up my personality and the world around me. All of 

which I have come to appreciate as a result of the uHambo. 

There is so much nature, different types of plants that have 

unique functions, smells, looks and textures. I learnt while 

venturing through unforgiving bush, that bush is much more 

than bush. It is a thicket of different species of flora, all 

growing in coalescence with each other, with a few of them 

hitting me in the face. I mean seriously, how many species 

of thorn are there?

It’s surprising how much you realise when you have nothing 

better to do than just look around, up, down, left and right. 

It is exactly like how much you can learn about a person 

when you’ve stuck with them for two weeks and how much 

you realise that people are like bushes, that they too consist 

of many different qualities and characteristics from their 

hair colour to their favourite food. People have a variety of 

thoughts and feelings, half of which I’ll never know exist until 

I make an effort to know. All of these things come together to 

make a big bush of a human being. 

Human relations was a big part of my growth on uHambo. 

Personally I prefer being independent and solving things on 

my own but uHambo forced me to step out of my comfort 

zone. This change of mindset was a result of me losing my 

shower gel and washing line. The loss of these items wasn’t 

something that I could solve with a trip to Checkers, I had to 

seek help from my peers. One of my newer friends was the 

person who came to my rescue. I learnt about a new plant in 

her bush, generosity. 

Everyone is their own intricate bush with good and bad 

qualities, with their flowers and thorns. In the end it’s the 

flowers you adore, their positivity and kindness rather than 

their thorns. After all, everybody loves roses, but you cannot 

pick a rose without its thorns. 

The uHambo taught me that, as the saying goes, “it’s not 

about the destination but the journey.” Me being a person 

who focuses mostly on the future, it was hard for me to enjoy 

the hiking at first but once I stopped stressing about how 

far we had walked and started bonding with my friends I 

instantly had more fun. I learned to let go, which I will get 

better at in time.

In conclusion, my communication and people skills were 

tested on uHambo, forcing me to metamorphosise into a 

social butterfly and go make new friends and relationships. I 

learnt that it’s ok to ask for help from others, I inevitably will. 

People are complex and will never cease to amaze. I felt 

more compassion and empathy for others, I guess it’s a new 

flower blooming in my bush.

I think that what I really need is to enjoy the journey, to 

stop end relish each moment of my High School and life 

journeys. My journey can’t be enjoyed alone so I will need 

my friends and acquaintances. I need to carefully appreciate 

every bush and flower on my path because who knows what 

I’ll find. As a whole, uHambo was not what I expected but, 

“the more difficult it is, the more you remember the journey”.

Melissa Githinji
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uHambo 2018
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Jessica McCarthy

Jodie Smart

Keara Dunford

Jodie Smart

Jenna Pearson Jenna Pearson

Jodie Smart Kasmir Pillay Calli Varikas

Amy Honeywell

Holly Piper
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“As you grow older, you will discover 
that you have two hands: one for 
helping yourself, and the other for 
helping others” – Audrey Hepburn

Amy Honeywell

Stella Oglesby
Zamanguni Mnguni

Erin Watson Zuhairaa Ally Alyssa de Freitas

Holly Piper

Jenna Pearson Keara Dunford
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Grade 9 History Evening
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Grade 10
2018 REPORT

Grade 10 has been a rollercoaster year 

filled with many ups and downs. This year 

has truly moulded our grade into one unit. 

Our Grade 10 year was not an easy ride, 

but it was not done alone. 

As this was our first year of taking our 

Matric subjects, some of us began the year 

rather daunted by what lay ahead. I can 

assure you, however, that this transition was 

made far easier under the guidance of our 

committed teachers. 

Numerous girls were also given the 

opportunity to participate in our Exchange 

Programme. They visited countries around 

the world, including New Zealand, Scotland 

and Canada. Many returned with three-

dimensional views of the world and have 

learned valuable, life-long lessons. 

The loss of a huge personality, Dina Simpson, 

was a shock to us all. She has become our 

role model and we will ensure that her 

beautiful soul will never be forgotten. We 

will forever hold her in our hearts. 

Through these experiences, our small grade 

has bonded. We are a tightly-knit group. 

We had an opportunity to further develop 

these relationships on camp as we worked 

together serving the less fortunate at a 

preschool in the area. This experience has 

left a lasting impression on us as a grade. 

We were reminded of how privileged we 

are and are now determined to help those 

who are less fortunate.

We are excited for our Grade 11 year at 

Durban Girls’ College and cannot wait to 

further develop our already strong bond and 

take on new leadership roles as we continue 

our journey aboard the galleon.

Jenna Stichelbout

Jade Busse

Jade Busse

Holly Munks

Josie Middleton
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Grade 10 E

Grade 10 L

Row 3: Kaela Simpson, Stephanie Atherton, Georgia Clark, Josie Middleton, Caitlin Padayachee

Row 2: Natalia Genas, Holly Munks, Kimara Naidoo, Zahra Narot

Row 1: Mazwi-Edenga Mandimutsira, Aalia Kajee, Mrs Aliki Edgcumbe, Jenna Stichelbout, Nina Kruse

Row 3: Aaliah Hassan, Jena Woodroffe, Jamie Mower, Aisha Akoob-Khamissa, Emma Knowler

Row 2: Nikita Di Guilio, Gabriella De Oliveira, Ella Friedrich, Samira Salduker, Taqiyyah Suliman, Tasmia Ismail Abdoola 

Row 1: Aadilah Akoo, Julia Lewis, Mrs Toni Landman, Arin Pincus, Leyyah Jadwat
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Grade 10 R

Grade 10 T

Row 34: Emma Gillespie, Miranda Paterson, Zoë Frank, Klara Robertson

Row 2: Atiyah Asmal, Simran Singh, Jamie Altshuler, Chloé D’Amico, Bulelwa Mzimela, Xolile Luthuli

Row 1: Kayla Ribbink, Georgia Hampson, Sabeeha Suliman, Mrs Tamára Ridgway, Naqiyah Moosa, Kenya Corte Portela, Roxanne Thornton

Row 3: Jade Busse, Mikayla Edgley, Nicole Hume, Amy Michau, Tahseena Hassam

Row 2: Samishka Reddi, Katelyn Naidoo, Tejal Rajput, Dina Simpson

Row 1: Amaarah Amod, Chelsea Utermark, Ms Nadine Smith, Lupe Altuzarra (Exchange student from St Georges Argentina), Gemma Early

Absent: Inaam Abdool-Samad, Michaela Chivers, Gabriella Gervasoni, Nika Govender
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Greystone Excursion
The thought of going to a camp with no electricity or private 

bathroom in all honesty caused a sense of apprehension in 

me. I am not the type of person to go camping, so Greystone 

did not appear at first to be an exciting prospect, but I can 

now say, again with all honesty, that I was proven wrong. 

After venturing on the camp with my fellow classmates I can 

feel the sense of unspoken camaraderie we have established 

towards each other that could not have been made within a 

regular school year.

We partook in a number of interesting team building 

exercises that forced us to trust each other such as lifting a 

rather heavy tub of water through a rope to get to the end 

of the line, a balancing act like a seesaw but instead of two 

people it required the entire team, an obstacle course in the 

trees, and perhaps the most daunting task the Chinese Wall. 

This activity required us to get all our team members to climb 

flat wall in order to get to the other side. However, the camp 

also provided more calming activities such as early morning 

yoga and a scenic hike, as well as even giving us free times 

to just get together and talk about how our day was.

There were also activities that created fun competition 

between the groups such as singing songs to determine who 

washed the dishes and dodgeball.

One of the most memorable experiences we had on our 

excursion was visiting The Fountain of Life Pre-School for 

underprivileged children aged 2 – 6 years. The Grade 

10s have an annual Outreach Programme where we plan 

activities for the young children and spend the morning with 

them. This was by far the most fulfilling and profound activity 

that we embarked on. Upon leaving we were left with a 

greater understanding of the importance of education and 

we are grateful for the opportunity which College gave us to 

be able to help others.

I can safely say that going on an excursion bonds a grade 

and creates a highlight in a busy year, such as Grade 10.

Kimara Naidoo
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Mums’ & Daughters’ Tea
The Grade 10 annual Mums’ and Daughters’ Tea was a fantastic success. 

Although the chilly weather was less than ideal, the New Functions Room was 

filled with warmth and laughter. The girls adored being able to surprise their 

mothers with beautifully decorated tables full of eats and a handwritten letter. 

The stunning cakes sponsored by Chateaux Gateaux also provided a decadent 

addition to the tables! The afternoon was packed with giggles from the quirky 

games, prizes and raffles. In addition to this, both girls and mums enjoyed a 

touchingly heart-warming speech from special guest Dr Kirsten van Heerden. 

Every moment of the tea was sincerely enjoyed and the afternoon proved to be 

a wonderful way for girls to show their sincere appreciation for their mothers.

Samira Salduker
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“What a wonderful world” –  Louis Armstrong

That is exactly what Durban Girls’ College offers girls in their 

Grade 10 year. Opportunities to explore the world, to learn 

about and be exposed to new cultures and traditions - and 

to possibly even experience a language immersion, if the 

opportunity presents itself.

2018 Exchange saw the introduction of two new countries 

into the programme, Germany and France, and so 

added two new languages to the previous mix of English 

and Spanish. College has enjoyed more than 10 years 

association with many of the existing partner schools and 

the focus of developing confident, globally aware and 

independent young women will not change. Every exchange 

experience offers unique growth opportunities for each girl 

who embarks on her journey.

Durban Girls’ College now exchanges with 17 partner 

schools in 10 countries and with the successful introduction 

of these two new ‘language immersion destinations’, DGC 

exchange students, now more than ever, really can say that 

the world is their oyster!

Mrs Sue Meehan 
Exchange and Global Initiatives 2018

2018 Exchange Students

Names Destination

Josie Middleton Ballarat, Australia

Klara Robertson Isle of Wight, UK

Caitlin Padayachee Sydney, Australia

Amaarah Amod Perth, Australia

Stephanie Atherton Sydney, Australia

Roxanne Thornton Virginia, USA

Chelsea Utermark Buenos Aires, Argentina

Julia Lewis Buenos Aires, Argentina

Kenya Corte Portela Berkshire, UK

Arin Pincus Edinburgh, Scotland

Gemma Erskine Toronto, Canada

Atiyah Asmal Le Havre, France

Names Destination

Georgia Hampson Isle of Wight, UK

Mikayla Edgley Potsdam, Germany

Emma Knowler Perth, Australia

Miranda Paterson Berkshire, UK

Tejal Rajput Potsdam, Germany

Kelly Corbett Toronto, Canada

Gabriella Gervasoni Toronto, Canada

Olivia Saulez New Hampshire, USA

Nika Govender New Hampshire, USA

Inaam Abdool-Samad Toronto, Canada

Jamie Mower Edinburgh, Scotland

Gabriella De Oliveira Buenos Aires, Argentina
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Quotes from 2018 Exchange Girls

“The best moment of my exchange experience was going 

on a game drive with my host family. It was amazing to see 

all the different animals I cannot see at home and it really 

helped me bond with Arin and my host family.”

Anna Jamieson St George’s Edinburgh Scotland  

to DGC

“For me, exchange was about stepping out of my comfort 

zone and through my experience of personal growth, I 

gained a sister.”

Arin Pincus DGC to St George’s School for Girls, 

Scotland 

“The cultural exchange programme that Durban Girls’ College 

has to offer is an experience like no other. My invaluable 

journey to St Hilda’s Anglican School for Girls’, is one of 

self-development intertwined with everlasting sisterhood. It 

was an opportunity in which I was given the ability to create 

memories with individuals from across the globe. Durban 

Girls’ College allows its students to experience the world 

at their fingertips. Not only was I able to enjoy a lifestyle in 

a new country, but I was able to explore the country from 

the perspectives of the “locals”. The host family that I was 

adopted by, became a family of my own which I will cherish 

and hold close to my heart forever. Exchange allowed me 

to broaden my horizons and push myself out of my comfort 

zone; to seize what the world has to offer. Experiencing a 

country with a blank page was intriguing as every experience 

was new and refreshing. Our peers benefited greatly, when 

we brought our host sisters back to South Africa, as they 

were exposed to girls of diverse cultures and nationalities 

which is a vital skill in the 21st century. The most difficult 

challenge was bidding farewell to my soul sisters, Samara 

and Kate, after six weeks in Perth as well as six weeks in 

South Africa. Exchange has left me longing to go back ever 

since I left Perth, Australia. I am ever grateful to Mrs Meehan 

for allowing such an opportunity to become a reality.” 

Amaarah Amod  DGC to Perth

“Exchange was a life changing experience and I learnt so 

much about myself through this programme. It was amazing 

to see a completely different side of the world and how 

different their culture was to ours. My exchange trip to 

Argentina was one of the best trips of my life.” 

Chelsea Utermark  DGC to Argentina

“Exchange was definitely one of my favourite moments of 

High School. This opportunity allowed me to meet such 

amazing people, experience life and school overseas as 

well as make incredible friends for life. Exchange taught me 

so much and opened my eyes to the world around me. These 

memories I made will last a lifetime.”

Georgia Hampson  DGC to RYDE – Isle of Wight

“The journey was more than physical – it was also one of 

of self-discovery. I grew in confidence, independence, and 

resilience (particularly in resilience towards the cold!). I was 

able to experience and thrive in a culture so different to my 

own, allowing me to see both the values and shortcomings 

of my own culture. It broadened my perspective and brought 

such joy and unforgettable experiences.”

Gemma Erskine  DGC to Havergal College, Canada

“Being able to attend Durban Girls’ College for the duration 

of my exchange programme from Perth was one of the most 

eye-opening and culturally beneficial experiences. I loved 

traveling to Durban as I learnt so much about the culture, 

food and lifestyle, whilst also making many new friends. I 

would encourage everyone to try out for the trip and it truly 

is a once in a lifetime opportunity.”

Kate Edwards  Perth, Australia to DGC

“My experience in South Africa was amazing, one of the 

best trips of my life. Chelsea and her family made me feel 

at home while I was there, and I can’t find enough words 

to say how much I appreciate them. Durban Girls’ College 

is a school that catches you not only for its beauty and 

excellence, but for the enthusiasm and energy of the students 

for each school event that really seems impressive to me. 

Each and every one of the memories will remain intact in my 

memory because they are very important to me. I’m sure I’m 

going back to Durban, because it’s not a final goodbye, it’s 

a see you later.”

Lupe Altuzzaro  Argentina to DGC

“I loved my time at Durban Girls’ College. Not only did I make 

some incredible friends, but I also was given the chance to 

widen my knowledge about the world. My exchange was the 

best experience and opportunity I have had in my life thus far. 

It is so different from just reading about or seeing pictures. 

When you see how diverse and amazing South Africa is, the 

pictures don’t do it justice. Thank you to everyone at Durban 

Girls’ College for everything and being so welcoming, I am 

definitely coming for a visit in the future!”

Samara Evans  Perth, Australia to DGC
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Josie Middleton

Holly Munks

Nikita Di Giulio Simran SinghSimran Singh

Nicole Hume

Tejal Rajput
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Simran Singh

Nicole Hume

Josie MiddletonSimran Singh Nicole Hume

Nikita Di Giulio Simran Singh

Nicole Hume

Nikita Di Giulio

Nikita Di Giulio

Tejal Rajput

Tejal RajputTejal Rajput
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‘Unity is strength… when there 
is teamwork and collaboration 
wonderful things can be achieved.’ 
– Mattie Stepanek 

Through this journey we have discovered the meaning of 

these words. We have grown individually and as a grade, 

as we became seniors in the High School.

Grade 11 2018 started on an exciting note, as we spent 

a few days at TO Strand. From rock climbing and problem 

solving to walks on the beach, we learnt valuable lessons 

about teamwork and leadership. 

Grade 11 was definitely a busy year, whether it was on the 

sports field, in the classroom or on the stage. House Plays 

afforded us the opportunity to further our leadership in a 

different way, as we directed, choreographed and wrote 

powerful plays. Many Grade 11s worked tirelessly to create 

riveting performances around important topics in society 

today and we were able to showcase the many different 

talents of the girls.

The Matric Dance was yet another occasion which required 

teamwork and communication, as we transformed our hall 

into La La Land. Amidst the preparation and excitement for 

this magical evening, we looked forward to our dance later 

in the year, where our school uniforms were replaced by 

beautiful dresses. Our heels were soon tossed off as we 

danced the night away, barefoot and laughing. We will 

forever cherish the memories of this special evening. Thank 

you to the committee of mums and teachers who worked hard 

behind the scenes to ensure that every detail was flawless. 

We were very fortunate to attend a leadership workshop 

led by Ms Noma Shange, an expert in this field. We are 

so grateful for her guidance around controversial issues in 

society and being a teenager in the 21st Century. Through 

a variety of discussions, we were able to form our vision for 

2019 and developed a better understanding of each other. 

We look forward to implementing Ms Shange’s advice in 

preparation for our leadership roles next year.

Despite the demands and pressures of Grade 11, we have 

embraced these challenges and have learnt to celebrate each 

other’s strengths, while uniting as a grade. Our experiences 

have been irreplaceable and we cannot wait to see what 

Matric has in store for us!

Ara Naidoo and Emma Sharratt

Grade 11
2018 REPORT

The Rings 

By Amber Schlebusch 
A little girl
With dreams the size of the universe
Fell in love with the feeling of pain
And the determination used to overcome it
The rings imprinted on the inside of her eyelids
Her idols plastered all over her bedroom wall

A growing girl
Now faced with the challenges of life
Uses her devotion
Along with blood, sweat and tears
To keep her dream alive

A big girl
Behind the start line of her most iconic race yet
Heart pumping, muscles aching
She feels alive
Just as she did 
When she was
A little girl
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Grade 11 B

Grade 11 C

Row 3: Victoria McIntosh, Nicole McGregor, Jessica Hoare, Hannah De Vries, Amber Schlebusch, Sithobile Maphalala

Row 2: Jessica Boonzaier, Gabriella Halford: Gillian Nicolson, Afua Aryetey, Phillipa Meek, Nontuthuzelo Gumede

Row 1: Aaliya Islam, Nonkosi Nkosi, Sana Osman, Mrs Dorinda Bolton, Londi Busse, Luisa de Vlieg, Ariana Moodley

Absent: Mbali Jula

Row 3: Seyanne Govender, Amy Howard, Olivia Bradshaw, Jade Ramini, Emily Thomson

Row 2: Nkeiruka Buthelezi, Emma Mercouris, Ché Harris, Georgina Saulez, Samantha Rein, Zahra Jhavary

Row 1: Olivia Rey, Alwande Ngubane, Jordan Roothman, Mrs Karen Campbell-Gillies, Kereena Bhana, Alexia Torr, Chloë Govender 
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Grade 11 H

Grade 11 J

Row 3: Emma Sharratt, Abigail Brown, Jessica Masefield, Paige Nash, Janelle Janse van Rensburg

Row 2: Ruth Daniel, Sithembinkosi Ndiweni, Ashlee Meyer, Jocelyn Farrell, Husnaa Mall, Zah’ra Seedat

Row 1: Olwethu Zondo, Amber De Freitas, Amba Brown, Miss Simoné Haggard, Anna Teversham, Ara Naidoo, Isabella Cochrane

Absent: Sinead Carson, Yaa Gyima, Daniella Styan

Row 3: Andrea Reddy, Giulia Torino, Anzel Pansegrouw, Abigail Phipps, Keren Wessels, Carina Ramlagan

Row 2: Olivia Saad, Rachel Wedderburn-Maxwell, Zahraa Mall, Shivika Govender, Jenna Cooper, Georgia Torr

Row 1: Riya Gopal, Micaela Kapp, Caitlin Honeywell, Mrs Charmaine Jansen, Mvunulo Khumalo, Chelsea McCarthy, Ilhaam Hassim

Absent: Jaime Davies
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Durban Girls’ College is still the only girls school in Africa 

invited to attend three International Youth Leadership 

Summits. These summits aim to provide an avenue for 

intellectual engagement and inquiry into current issues and a 

growing number of problems facing the world. Top students 

from some of the best schools around the world are invited 

to actively participate in these summits through debates, 

discussions, prepared dialogues and presentations and to 

network with their counterparts. One of the primary focuses 

of each summit is for the delegates to create “action plans” 

which they should implement upon their return home. 

Each summit has unique features and delegates will come 

from anywhere between 18 and 23 countries (depending 

on the summit) including Australia, China, South Africa, 

France, India, Japan, Malaysia, the Netherlands, the 

Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, the UK, Lebanon, 

Chile, Hungary, Scotland, Italy, Finland, Germany, Poland, 

Mexico and the USA. 

This year in April, four of our Grade 11 girls attended the 

Loudoun International Youth Leadership Summit, held in 

Virginia, USA, and embraced the theme, “Connect the 

Pieces, Find the Harmony, Create the Big Picture”.

Three girls attended the academically rigorous Asia-Pacific 

Young Leaders Summit held in Singapore in July, where the 

theme “IGNITE: Rekindling Our Dreams” was explored.

In September, three girls travelled via Paris to Le Havre 

to attend the Normandy Youth Leadership Summit which 

focused on Smart Cities, Water, Taking Action for 

the Planet and Promoting Positive Economies.

Each year, these summits prove to be a wonderful learning 

opportunity for our girls and each one encourages them 

to think about global impact but to focus on, and identify, 

possible local solutions.

Mrs Sue Meehan
Exchange and Global Initiatives

Singapore Summit 2018: Pictured here, at her official residence, 

is President Halimah Yacob addressing Chloe Govender. The 

girls really enjoyed meeting the President of  Singapore!

Mbali Jula, Micaela Kapp, Jessica Hoare and Jocelyn Farrell represented 

Durban Girls’ College at the Loudoun International Youth Leadership 

Summit, just outside Washington DC, over two weeks. DGC is the 

only girls’ school in Africa invited to attend this event! Ms Naidu 

accompanied them on this once-in-a-lifetime adventure.

Our NIYLS delegates eager to begin their summit experience in DC!

Youth Leadership Summits
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Emma Sharratt Amber de Freitas

Amber de Freitas

Georgia Torr

Luisa de Vlieg

DGC Art at KZNSA Gallery

Amber de Freitas
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Emma Sharratt

Ché Harris Ché Harris Ché Harris

Luisa de Vlieg

Gabriella Halford

Olivia Bradshaw

Gabriella Halford

Chloe GovenderChloe Govender
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Grade 11 Dance
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Commonwealth Essay – Gold 
Certificate Winners
The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition is the 

world’s oldest schools’ international writing competition, 

managed by The Royal Commonwealth Society since 1883. 

This year’s theme invited young people to share their ideas 

on the topic of ‘Towards a Common Future’.

Two of our Grade 12 girls were awarded GOLD certificates.

Ketanya Chetty and Jenna Matthews

Ketanya Chetty & Jenna Matthews

Grade 12
2018 REPORT

At College Grade R – 12 (2006-2018)

Row 4: Emma Lloyd, Raffaella van der Westhuyzen, Chloë King, Antonia Grindrod

Row 3: Taryn Naidoo, Kiara Fernandes, Laura Jackson, Rebekah Torrens, Ammaarah Joosab, Kate Phillips

Row 2: Leora Puterman, Revati Gounden, Tejal Ramjee, Zakira Osman, Catherine Holdcroft, Jordan Savic, Cenelle Gounden

Row 1: Erin Johnson, Rhea Valjee, Puja Pande
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Grade 12 N

Row 3: Amy Mungle, Isabella Gounden, Raffaella van der Westhuyzen, Megan McCarthy, Zinobia Swanepoel, Reyhana Jacobs

Row 2: Tayla Gilmore, Erin Besnard, Kaley Mottram, Erin Wheal, Singita Khosa, Casey-May Lewis, Charlotte Allan, Humairah Amojee

Row 1: Nomcebo Sibiya, Olivia du Plessis, Raeesah Arbee, Mrs Megan Nicolson, Thandiwe Moyo, Phoebe Darby-Wade, Zakira Osman

Absent: Shreya Nathwani

Grade 12 M

Row 3: Siphesihle Buthelezi, Lara Valenti, Jenna Matthews, Antonia Grindrod, Erika Esterhuizen, Monique Mitchley

Row 2: Shreea Maharaj, Laura Jackson, Suzanna Spooner, Andrea Plumbley, Leora Puterman, Yumna Dwarka, Almira Abdool-Samad, Sumaya Simjee

Row 1: Kirstin Dorkin, Zahra Carrim, Nina Wiggins, Mrs Helen McCready, Puja Pande, Rhea Valjee, Ketanya Chetty
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Grade 12 W

Row 3: Isabelle Pattenden, Kirsten Stamatis, Jenna McElligott, Emma Herbert, Brittney Mottram, Emma Lloyd, Gina Clarke

Row 2: Rethabile Moshesh, Ammaarah Joosab, Lauren Tindall, Diyajal Prakash, Georgia Cloete, Ruth Thumbi, Britney Nel, Taryn Naidoo

Row 1: Leandri Kleyn, Laura Peirson, Kiara Padayachee, Ms Wendy Watson, Catherine Holdcroft, Rebekah Torrens, Jordan Savic

Grade 12 P

Row 4: Jamie Hume, Erin Lawson, Kathleen Massey-Hicks, Kate Hill, Chloë King, Nina Mabusela

Row 3: Kate Phillips, Erin Johnson, Isabella Hitchings, Alice Edward

Row 2: Caitlyn Le Grange, Humairaa Khalid, Kiara Fernandes, Ayla Asad, Zahraa Omar, Cenelle Gounden

Row 1: Yukta Mohanlal, Diyara Prakash, Tayla Daykin, Mrs Melany Potgieter, Casey Smart, Tejal Ramjee, Revati Gounden
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Grade 12 Art

Phoebe Darby-Wade

Phoebe Darby-Wade

Phoebe Darby-Wade

Jordan Savic

Jordan Savic

Casey-May Lewis

Phoebe Darby-Wade
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Erin Lawson

Erin Lawson

Erin Lawson

Isabelle Pattenden Diyara Prakash Jordan Savic

Jordan Savic
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Ayla Assad Ayla Assad Casey-May Lewis

Olivia du Plessis

Olivia du Plessis

Olivia du Plessis

Olivia du Plessis

Olivia du Plessis
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Grade 12 M

Almira Abdool-Samad

Why is Gamora?

Ketanya Chetty

“The only time you should ever look back 

is to see how far you have come. Happiness 

is not something that you have to achieve; 

you can still feel happy during the process 

of achieving something.” – BTS

Antonia Grindrod

Do you, fool.

Kirsten Dorkin

I’m the human version of the ‘100’ 

emoji.

Laura Jackson

3/3 – Mama, we made it.

Siphesihle Buthelezi

Can I borrow your Maths 

Homework?

Yumara Dwarka

The only thing that got me through 

this year was MCU.

Shreea Maharaj

LOL bye.

Zahra Carrim

The future is shaped by  

your dreams, so stop wasting  

time and go to sleep.

Erika Esterhuizen

When’s this due?

Jenna Matthews

“No matter what people tell you, 

words and ideas can change the 

world.” - Robin Williams.

Monique Mitchley

This wasn’t like the High School 

Musical at all.
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Puja Pande

Is it eggless?

Suzanna Spooner

I don’t know;  

I was on Pinterest.

Rhea Valjee

“In order to be irreplaceable one must 

always be different.” - Coco Chanel

Andrea Plumbley

“What’s comin’ will come and we’ll 

meet it when it does.” - Hagrid

Lara Valenti

Don’t cry because it’s over, smile 

because it happened.

Nina Wiggins

The happier I get, 

the harder it is to see.

Leora Puterman

Ma, I’m out.  

#Jewishyouwereme.

Sumaya Simjee

Is this for marks?
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Grade 12 N

Charlotte Allan

“Sometimes you will never 

know the value of a moment 

until it becomes a memory.”  

– Dr Seuss

Erin Besnard

When you can’t find the  

sunshine; be the sunshine! 

Reyhana Jacobs

After all the CAT tasks, honey,  

I’m a dog person now.

Olivia du Plessis

Occasionally I quote myself;  

here I am doing it again.

Singita Khosa

None of my assignments  

are done but I sure am.

Humairah Amojee

“I told you so…”  

– Mairah

Tayla Gilmore

The Breakfast Club: 0 hours,  

20 minutes, 24 seconds.

Casey-May Lewis

I don’t really know  

how to approach this situation.

Raeesah Arbee

Life is a party and  

I’m the Piñata.

Isabella Gounden

If you stumble, make it part 

of the dance. 

Megan McCarthy

Yes, I get it.  

I have long legs.

Kaley Mottram

Education is important,  

but jolling is importanter.
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Thandiwe Moyo

“The night is dark and  

full of terrors” (G.O.T.)  

but so is high school.

Nomcebo Sibiya

I’m just trying to make it fam.

Erin Wheal

I think I was absent.

Raffaella van der Westhuyzen

My quote’s in the pipeline.

Amy Mungle

I know the bouncer.

Zinobia Swanepoel

Just do it! It will be over  

before you know it.

Phoebe Darby-Wade

The Queen has left the building.

Shreya Nathwani

I hope my future is as  

bright as my highlight.

Zakira Osman

“The comeback is always  

stronger than the setback.”  

– Unknown

“Rather than focusing on the obstacle in your path, 
focus on the bridge over the obsacle” – Mary Lou Retton
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Grade 12 P

Ayla Asad

I have a dream.

Kiara Fernandes

When it rains look for rainbows; 

when it’s dark look for stars.

Isabella Hitchings

I don’t have time for this.

Cenelle Gounden

Dobby is a free elf.

Jamie Hume

I’m a keeper.

Tayla Daykin

There aren’t enough hours  

in the day.

Revati Gounden

I went from A’s to C’s,  

and so did my grades.

Erin Johnson

I promise I’m not as mean as I look.

Alice Edward

My assignments aren’t  

done but I sure am.

Kate Hill

It’s all fun and games until you  

find out your crush is your  

teacher’s cousin.

Humairaa Khalid

Who knew it was unacceptable to 

cry during a Chemistry Prac?

Chloë King

“Happiness can be found even in 

the darkest of times if one only 

remembers to turn on the light.”  

– Albus Dumbledore
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Erin Lawson

I don’t know what I did, 

but it worked.

Yukta Mohanlal

Diamonds are made  

under intense pressure.

Tejal Ramjee

“When the snows fall and the white 

winds blow, the lone wolf dies but the 

pack survives.” – George R.R. Martin

Kate Phillips

This was probably the only  

day I actually came to school.

Caitlyn Le Grange

That’s the tea, sis.

Zahraa Omar

If people from Poland are called 

Poles, why aren’t people from 

Holland called Holes?

Casey Smart

There ain’t no party  

without Casey Smarty.

Diyara Prakash

I had a dream and a song to sing; now I 

fulfilled that dream; sang that song and 

now I am living the life of a celebrity, so 

catch me on the silver screens. 

Nina Mabusela

“Too busy watering my own grass to 

check if yours is greener.” – Syd

Kathleen Massey-Hicks

Does anyone have food?

“When girls 
are educated, 
their 
countries 
become 
stronger 
and more 
prosperous” – 

Michelle Obama
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Grade 12 W

Gina Clarke

Everyone you meet is fighting a 

battle you know nothing about.  

Be kind always. 

Catherine Holdcroft

“A girl should be two things:  

Classy and fabulous.”  

– Coco Chanel

Jenna McElligott

Don’t worry, not even I know  

how to pronounce my surname.

Ammaarah Joosab

Is this for marks?

Rethabile Moshesh

Blessings everywhere.

Georgia Cloete

3 things I’ve learned in school:

1. Texting without looking.

2. Sleeping without getting caught.

3. Teamwork in class.

Leandri Kleyn

Life is short. So are my legs.

Brittney Mottram

11% - It happens sometimes.

Emma Herbert

Eat the spaghetti to  

forgetti your regretti.

Emma Lloyd

I promise Consumers 

 isn’t just cooking.

Taryn Naidoo

“Okay, remember what I told you:  

be your own boss, love yourself…

level up.” – Ciara

Britney Nel

After 5 years of high school,  

I still don’t know where the  

clouds go at night.
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Kiara Padayachee

“Don’t go through life,  

grow through life.”  

– Eric Butterworth

Jordan Savic

I fell apart before Post.

Rebekah Torrens

It’s taken 13 years, but my parents 

have finally paid my bail.

Ruth Thumbi

As the great Charles Dickens once said, 

“… It was the worst of times.”

Isabelle Pattenden

If you need me, I’ll be  

organising my Google Drive.

Kirsten Stamatis

Work hard in silence. Let your 

success be your noise.

Lauren Tindall

It’s a supernatural pneumonia.

Laura Peirson

Think of all the beauty  

still left around you and be happy.

Diyajal Prakash

When walking through glass 

doors, don’t forget to check if 

they’re open.

“Let us pick up our books and our pens, they are the 
most powerful weapons” – Malala Yousafzai
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Matric Dance 2018 
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“City of Stars, are you shining 
just for me?” – Ryan Gosling, La La Land

When our Grade 12 girls and their partners arrived 

at the Matric Dance on the evening of 20 April, they 

might well have felt that the stars were shining just for 

them. Damien Sayre Chazelle directed the popular and 

romantic film musical, La La Land. In the film he focuses on 

the qualities that make Los Angeles distinctive: the traffic, 

the sprawl, and the skylines. This is exactly the same 

principle that Karen Campbell-Gillies and the Grade 

11 Parent Dance Committee, along with the Grade 11 

girls (who conceptualised the dance) applied in their 

stunning interpretation of the film set, with its stylised jazz 

ambience and distinctive backdrop. The girls and their 

partners looked elegant; with the beautiful dresses shown 

off in soft, warm lighting against the authentic backdrop. 

Andrea Reddy and Rachel Wedderburn-Maxwell played 

jazz numbers and a beautifully choreographed waitress 

dance set to a capella music, ensured that the Matrics 

were made to feel very special. Our thanks to Mrs 

Karen Campbell-Gillies and her team for their meticulous 

attention to detail in recreating the mood of La La Land 

– no mean feat! The Centenary Hall was completely 

transformed for this very special rite of passage and I 

know that the girls loved every moment. On Monday 

evening they ‘rocked the ramp’ in their dresses once 

again and we were treated to a fun-filled and vibrant 

fashion show which Karen Campbell-Gillies and Carmen 

Jacobz organised. When the girls reflect on this – as they 

will – via the hundreds of photographs and snapchat 

stories they have, perhaps they will feel that they have 

“captured a feeling, sky with no ceiling, the sunset inside 

of a frame.” (Ryan Gosling, La La Land). I hope so. They 

will cherish these memories. We will cherish them too! 

Mrs Heather Goedeke
Head of High School
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Final Matric Day 2018
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Embarking on the second, girls-only summit, this year has 

proven to be more special than I could have imagined.

The birth of the girl.talk concept in the latter part of 2016 

came as a result of four of our Grade 11 girls attending a 

youth leadership summit just outside Washington DC. Upon 

their return, it was recognised that there were pressing social 

issues that were being spoken about at these conferences 

and ultimately being addressed on a global scale, but 

nothing meaningful was available here, and with a local 

focus, or which gave girls a platform to explore particularly 

female focused issues.

I decided to facilitate the creation that became girl.talk@

dgc2017 with the theme BE BRAVE, NOT PERFECT. 

This inaugural girls-only event played host to meaningful 

contributions from 21 amazing speakers over three days. 

Girls explored issues surrounding education, health and 

the media and were able to engage with both the speakers 

and the 94 delegates from 16 schools. Research showed 

that women were socialised to be perfect while men were 

socialised to be brave and this key discussion point was 

threaded through each address.

On 31 August 2017, just two months after the conclusion of 

girl.talk@dgc2017, I penned the theme for 2018 after reading 

it on an “inspiration notice board”... SUCCESS DEMANDS 

PURPOSE. Little did I know just how much purpose would be 

uncovered as the 2018 event began to evolve.

Speakers I approached agreed with massive enthusiasm as 

they booked their diaries to give of their time and expertise, 

and were hugely supportive of the initiative.

The three days would focus on Success, Demands and 

Purpose and topics would be relatable. Girls would easily 

identify with the speakers stories and ultimately their 

message... that success demands purpose. 

Each speaker encouraged the delegates to interact and 

engage with them in either one-on-one interviews or panel 

discussions where more than one specialist in a field was 

present. There was a real connection between the audience 

and the presenter/s and the conversations were open, 

intelligent and free. The space where they shared words, 

thoughts and experiences was free from judgement and 

became a safe haven where there was great support for 

one another.

Through the journey to find awesome speakers and real 

purpose, I suggested that as part of the registration fee, 

the girls should have the opportunity to give back to the 

community and to make a difference by attending the 

summit. The three chosen charities were Project Dignity, 

Thusong Youth Centre in Alexandra Township and The Jes 

Foord Foundation. 

Each delegate donated washable and reusable pads and 

panties to a rural school girl so that she too could attend 

lessons all month. A donation to Thusong will enable young 

girls to have access to sanitary pads and other feminine 

products and the Jes Foord Foundation will hopefully be able 

to buy their much needed 4x4 vehicle to allow them to reach 

communities which are currently unreachable due to poor 

road conditions. Countless victims of assault and violence 

are not receiving the care they so desperately need. 

And so half of the registration fee per delegate is destined to 

make a real difference.

This year DGC welcomed 149 delegates from 34 schools 

including the Oprah Winfrey Leadership Academy for Girls 

in Meyerton, St George’s School for Girls in Scotland, 

Downe House School from the UK and a delegation of 10 

from an American partner school in Virginia, Rock Ridge 

High School. 

One can only begin to imagine how this has impacted 

the lives of the girls who were selected to represent their 

schools at this event. Many came from less fortunate schools 

and environments and were given the opportunity to offer 

perspective and insights that would ordinarily not be shared 

with such a large, very diverse, all-girl group. 

My wish for all these girls is that they see that this kind of 

opportunity is rare, as is the interaction and connection that 

it offers, encourages and feeds. 

I know now without doubt that these 149 girls were “born for 

a time such as this”.

Mrs Sue Meehan
Convenor of girl.talk@dgc

girl.talk@dgc2018
REPORT 2018
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«Lions to me symbolize bravery», Cara Delevingne

Shot in real conditions by David Yarrow 

Discover more on Youtube and on tagheuer.com/cara

TAG HEUER CARRERA LADY
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Annual Report delivered 

by the Chairlady of the 

Durban Girls’ College 

Old Girls’ Guild – Taryn 

Hompes (nee Rebeck – 

Class of 1991) – at the 

2017/2018 Annual General Meeting held on Monday 18 

June 2018 at 7:30am at Trust House, DGC.

“You Old Girls are of extreme 
importance to the school. You are, 
in fact, the school. It lives in you. 
It belongs to you and you to it. 
Your devoted work for it and your 
remembrance of it through all the 
changes and chances which may lie 
ahead can help it in ways undreamt 
of.” Miss Moore-Smith – our DGC Headmistress from 

1886 – 1924.

I am humbled and inspired to have taken on the role of 

Chairlady of the Guild over the past year. My twelve school 

years at DGC hold some of my happiest memories; and 

now having a daughter of my own at College, I feel strongly 

about giving back to the School that significantly helped 

shape me and my future. 

DGC’s current marketing strategy resonates particularly 

strongly with me. Centred around the theme of “Women 

of Significance”, the campaign focuses on “Inspiring 

Independence & Establishing Significance” – and uses our 

Old Girls as our best Marketing collateral – for it is YOU, 

who YOU have become, where your life has lead YOU and 

what YOU have achieved, that speaks volumes for DGC. 

And as I reflect on the 2017/2018 year past, this theme is 

central. Our Old Girls continue to shine their lights brighter 

than ever in the world.

As Durban Girls’ College celebrated our 140th birthday in 

2017, we should be mindful that the Old Girls’ Guild was 

founded in 1897 – 120 years ago - when it was launched 

with just 30 members. Led throughout the years by a strong, 

caring and involved committee, the Guild has grown and 

continues to be an important and relevant structure in the life 

of our school.

 “Our purpose is to facilitate and actively 

encourage the continued involvement of all Old 

Girls in the wider community of Durban Girls’ 

College with a view to ensuring the continued 

well-being of our School and its Old Girls.”

The execution of this vision is carried out through interaction 

and activities focused on building relationships in three 

specific areas:

1. Current Pupils of DGC: Our aim is building 

relationships with learners to encourage retention when 

they leave the school system;

2. Old DGC Girls: We want to encourage involvement 

through networking, creating a brand for the Old Girls, 

greater Old Girl involvement in the school and identifying 

future fundraising opportunities, and

3. Nursery schools: Enkuliso & Ekujabuleni, which 

the Old Girls have supported for over 70 years. We 

have pledged our continued involvement, support and 

upliftment of these important establishments.

The Old Girls’ Guild is constantly reviewing the relationship 

that the Guild has with current scholars, past scholars and 

the Nursery Schools to ensure our engagement is relevant 

and meaningful. Over the past year, the Guild has continued 

to reaffirm and apply its strategic vision across all of our 

efforts and has had another successful year. 2017/18 

highlights include: 

DGC OLD GIRLS

•	 As	 mentioned	 above,	 2017	 saw	 our	 iconic	 School,	
Durban Girls’ College, celebrate 140 years! At the 2017 

Thanksgiving Assembly, the oldest and youngest 

DGC girls cut the birthday cake in celebration of the 140th 

anniversary of the founding of Durban Girls’ College. Old 

Girl, Mavis Warder-Griffin, who matriculated in 1938 as 

Mavis Westgate, and Grade 00 pupil Sanaa Peer did the 

honours, while the whole School, staff, Old Girls, parents 

and guests celebrated with them.

•	 The	2017 “Masthead”- the magazine for DGC Old 

Girls was published in Q1 2018 and has been very well 

received with hugely positive feedback.

•	 At	 the	 2017	 Founders’	 Day	 prize-giving,	 marking	 the	
140th Birthday of our iconic Durban School, “The 

Chairlady’s Report
2018

Ensuring the continued well-being of our School and its Old Girls.
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Galleon Award” was proudly presented to Reverend 

Jen Hands. The Galleon Old Girls’ Achievement Award 

is conferred on those Old Girls who have brought honour 

to DGC by their achievements. The DGCOGG could 

not be prouder of it being awarded to the truly selfless, 

dedicated, humble, gracious and kind Revd Jen Hands.

•	 On	 Friday,	 28	 July	 2017,	 we	 held	 the	 most	 fabulous	
2017 Old Girls’ Reunion Day and warmly welcomed 

wonderful groups from the classes of 2007 (10 year 

reunion), 1997 (20 year), 1987 (30 year), 1977 (40 

year), 1967 (50 year), 1962 (55 year), 1957 (60 year) 

and had an incredible visit from Maureen Stout from the 

class of 1947 (her 70 year reunion). The Guild is so 

incredibly privileged to have Old Girls who are still so 

passionate about our School after 70 years! 

CURRENT PUPILS OF DGC

•	 Every	year,	the	Guild	hosts	a	luncheon to congratulate 

the Matriculating class as they approach their Matric 

final exams and to welcome them as the newest members 

of the Old Girls’ Guild. The Class of 2017 was incredibly 

fortunate to listen to guest speaker, Old Girl and South 

African Marathon runner, Jenna Challenor (Anderson, 

1996) who spoke to them about pursuing their passions 

and following their dreams. 

•	 The	Heather Cross Memorial Bursary, awarded 

to the daughter of an Old Girl, is evaluated by the 

Bursar of Durban Girls’ College and the recipient 

for 2019 is Hunter Cooper. The Guild congratulates 

Hunter on this achievement. 

NURSERY SCHOOLS

•	 My	 Deputy-Chair,	 Nerissa	 Govind,	 will	 detail	 our	
activities with our Nursery Schools – Enkuliso and 

Ekujabuleni – in her report. The Old Girls’ Guild have 

supported Enkuliso and Ekujabuleni Nursery Schools for 

over 70 years:

o Our DGC girls remain integral in our relationship with 

the Nursery Schools and integrate with them through 

the Grade 7s outings to People’s Park, the Grade 

8s annual Christmas Party in the Park, and the 

Grade 11s annual Street Collection.

o The 2018 Street Collection in March was an 

enormous success. The DGCOGG is hugely grateful to 

and extremely proud of our Grade 11 DGC girls who 

raised nearly R38 000 this year. This annual collection 

is entirely in aid of Enkuliso & Ekujabuleni. This year, our 

girls thought out of the box with their street collecting - 

playing the piano at King Shaka airport, painting faces 

on the beachfront promenade and more.

o The 2018 Old Girls’ Bridge Drive, also benefiting 

Enkuliso & Ekujabuleni, was held in May 2018 and this 

annual sell-out event, raised over R20 000 for Enkuliso 

& Ekujabuleni, while treating its guests and players to 

a wonderful happy morning of bridge and high tea. 

GENERAL

2017 saw new leadership aboard The Galleon. The Board 

of Governors announced the appointment of the 14th 

Executive Head of Durban Girls’ College as Marianne 

Bailey. Marianne embodies everything we were looking for 

to navigate us forward. As we entrust her with the helm, 

confident in the strength of her leadership and character, 

we ask that God speed both her and our Galleon safely on 

their way.

The Guild meets with the Executive Head of the School every 

4-6 weeks and has two voting seats on the Board 

of Governors of the School, which meets a minimum 

of once a term - thereby ensuring that the information the 

Guild has, is close to the heart of what is happening at the 

school and that the Old Girls’ community has a direct input 

on the future of our School. In 2018, my role on the Board 

will be extended to include working with a task team on the 

development of a formal DGC Foundation, as well as a new 

portfolio on the board to enable a targeted focus on our 

collaboration with Clifton. 

The 2018 DGC Old Girls’ Guild currently comprises 

15 Old Girl members. In 2018, we welcomed new 

committee members Karen Jones, Desiree Hulett and Sandra 

Lamprecht - to the Guild and are incredibly excited by the 

new perspectives, energy and passion they bring to the mix. 

Thank you for giving of your time to give back to DGC. We 

also said goodbye to long-standing member Mandy Rouillard 

and thank her deeply for her selfless contribution to DGC 

over the years; as well as our administrator, Rene Bowyer, 

who took on a new role as PA to Carol-Anne Conradie in the 

Junior Prep – she will be missed by the Guild and we wish 

her much luck and success in her new role. 

In June 2018, we warmly welcomed Angie Griffin (nee 

van Zyl - Class of 1995) to the Guild as our DGCOGG 

administrator - based in the Old Girls’ office on a 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings from 8am to 12 

noon. Angie joins the Guild with a wealth of marketing and 

media experience - we are all thrilled to have her back and 

involved in DGC life again.

My sincere thanks are extended to Old Girl and Head of 

College House, Lesley Small, and her incredible team, for 

always supporting the Guild’s functions and assisting with 

catering with enthusiasm, love and creativity that shines 

through in its functions. 

Further thanks must go to Janina Masojada, former Head, and 

Bronwyn Blades, current Head of the Parents’ Association for 

their support of the Guild’s activities. It is wonderful to work 
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closely with an enthusiastic team of parents and from 2018, 

the Old Girls now hold an ex-officio seat on the PA, to ensure 

seamless teamwork between both committees. 

Immense gratitude as always goes to Old Girls, Lynne Neilson 

and Meryl Marshall – both of whom remain deeply passionate 

about and intricately involved in, life at Durban Girls’ College. 

They are now both volunteering their time to help sort and file 

the DGC archives and their ongoing advice and guidance to 

the Guild is always noticed and appreciated.

I would like to truly thank my Deputy-Chair, sidekick and 

sounding board, Nerissa Govind, for her dedication to the 

strategy of the Guild and for the many hours of time and 

effort she has again dedicated to the Nursery Schools over 

the past year – they are a true labour of love for her. Thanks 

too to our dedicated and meticulous Treasurer, Angela Rowe 

for keeping us financially sound – as you have heard in her 

finance report; and to our calm Secretary, Alison Parle for 

keeping us all on track. And then - with enormous gratitude 

to our entire Committee of Old Girls - who give selflessly of 

their time and talents - to ensure that the Guild and its efforts 

remain relevant and significant. We are very aware that this 

is all voluntary work and that you all have busy lives and 

other commitments – so your passion for and dedication to 

DGC is deeply appreciated. 

In closing, my thanks go to Executive Head, Marianne Bailey, 

her Executive Committee, and the Board of Governors for 

identifying and supporting the role that the Old Girls have 

as stakeholders in the future of Durban Girls’ College. My 

time spent brainstorming with Marianne, mutually supporting 

one another’s objectives and learning from the wealth of 

knowledge and experience around the DGC Boardroom 

table has been uplifting, inspiring and exciting – and 

reinforced the bright future of our beautiful School.  

As I look back on the past year, DGC Old Girls continue 

to trail-blaze their way forward in the world – and many 

continue to give back to the Galleon, setting shining examples 

for current students. Miss Moore-Smith was absolutely correct 

– you Old Girls are of extreme importance to the School and 

can help in ways undreamt of. 

Thank You.

Taryn Hompes (nee Rebeck – Class of 1991)
Chairlady of the Old Girls’ Guild 2018

Front Row: Deborah Guye (Class of  90), Karen Jones (Class of  94), Trisha Parshotam (Class of  99), Tanya Wakeling (Class of  98),  

Sandra Lamprecht (Class of  87)  Back Row: Angela Griffin (Class of  95), Taryn Hompes (Class of  91),  

Nerissa Govind (Class of  87), Simone Verster (Class of  96), Nirvana Ramdhani (Class of  89) 

2018 DGC Old Girls’ Guild Committee
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Bridge Drive

An uplifting morning of Bridge and high tea was spent on 29 May 2018 

benefiting our Nursery Schools Enkuliso and Ekujabuleni. Our deepest gratitude 

to our loyal supporters who spent the morning playing Bridge for such a worthy 

cause and to our very generous sponsors. 
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I am delighted to 

present the 2018 

Nursery Schools report 

for the Durban Girls’ 

College Old Girls’ Guild. This past year has been successful 

for both Ekujabuleni and Enkuliso Nursery Schools, with the 

implementation of various projects and innovative ideas. 

Our focus for this year has been on numeracy and 

developing basic fundamental skills in mathematics. The 

proceeds from this years record breaking Street Collection 

by the Grade 11s has assisted us in facilitating this project. 

We have purchased abacuses, number puzzles and activity 

tables. DGC Junior Primary will be hosting a learning and 

development workshop in collaboration with the teachers 

from the nursery schools. We are very excited and looking 

forward to this initiative on the 15th of August 2018. The 

class of 1993 has donated blocks and Lego towards this 

project. The Guild is extremely grateful for their generosity. 

DGC has continued to involve these two nursery schools 

in their outreach programmes. Michelle Edgcumbe (the 

school Chaplin) who is the head of outreach at DGC has 

continued to show an interest in our nursery schools. She and 

the Community Engagement Committee of DGC treated the 

children at Enkuliso to an exciting Easter hunt this year. DGC 

exchange coordinator, Sue Meehan, has taken our foreign 

exchange students to visit the nursery schools. They have 

thoroughly enjoyed this experience and it has been one of 

their highlights. 

Our teacher training run by NELRU is ongoing. We have 

noticed a definite benefit from the training courses. The 

teachers’ routines are more structured and organised. This 

year we have sponsored an additional teacher assistant at 

Ekujabuleni. She is being mentored by Sam Gumede, the 

principal, who has won awards for her teaching and is very 

keen to share her skills and knowledge. Jann Nichol and 

Ann Waldburger, are both passionate Old Girls who give 

selflessly of their time to the Nursery Schools. They have 

been working closely with Sam, on the teacher-training 

programme. The Guild would like to thank them for the love 

and care with which they have nurtured the relationship with 

the Nursery Schools. 

The book project at both schools are running smoothly. We 

look forward to the reading morning between the DGC 

Grade 7s and the Grade R pupils from the nursery schools. 

The vegetable garden at Ekujabuleni is flourishing, under 

the supervision of Sam Gumede, with the assistance of a 

gardener who is paid by the Guild. The produce from this 

garden is a welcomed addition to the children’s daily meals. 

Our vision is to establish a sustainable vegetable garden 

that can supplement the meals of the children and be an 

interactive educational learning experience. 

We also attended to repairs of the swings and maintenance 

of the outdoor equipment at Enkuliso to ensure that these 

were in proper working order and safe for play. 

The pupil numbers at both nursery schools have increased 

steadily over the past year. The Guild continues to sponsor 

the 2 voluntary helpers at Enkuliso. Mbongeni, the DGC 

school driver, continues to faithfully deliver the vegetables 

each week, and he is always willing to take goods to the two 

schools on behalf of the Guild. 

I’d like to extend a warm welcome to Angie Griffin, our Old 

Girls’ Administrator. Angie, I look forward to working with you. 

A special thank you must be given to our Chairlady, Taryn 

Hompes, for her commitment to the strategy of the Guild and 

the many hours she has dedicated over the past year, in 

fulfilling the Guild’s objectives. Taryn, it has been pleasure 

working with you, serving the committee and aligning the 

Guild with the strategy of DGC. I would also like to take 

this opportunity to thank our Treasurer, Angela Rowe, for 

her support and accountability in ensuring the continued 

progress in our nursery schools; our Secretary, Alison Parle, 

and the entire committee for their time and effort they have 

dedicated to the Guild. I am blessed to be part of this 

wonderful committee. 

It was our very early interaction with these two nursery 

schools while we were growing up at DGC that helped 

to shape our community spirit and empathy for those less 

fortunate than ourselves. As a Guild, we feel strongly that 

both Old Girls and current DGC girls stay involved with 

these two wonderful Nursery Schools. 

Thank you. 

Nerissa Govind (Class of 1987)
Vice-Chairlady of the Old Girls’ Guild

Nursery Schools
ENKULISO AND EKUJABULENI 2018 REPORT

The Old Girls’ Guild have supported Enkuliso and Ekujabuleni 
Nursery Schools for over 70 years.
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To commemorate their 25th reunion year, the Class of 1993 donated a defibrillator to the DGC first aid department and a 

bench and flower pots to the Senior Primary for Peace Garden.

Teacher Training day

The Generosity of Old Girls
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Christmas 
Party

On 3 December 2018 the Grade 8 girls spent a wonderful morning entertaining the children of Enkuliso and Ekujabuleni at 

Mitchell Park for the annual Christmas Party. A sincere thank you to our wonderful sponsors, teachers and girls who provide 

entertainment in the form of face painting and sport activities and also sponsor Christmas gifts to the children and staff.
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Grade 7s at People’s Park with 
Enkuliso and Ekujabuleni
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Every year the Grade 7s spend the morning with the children from both of our 

Nursery schools, Enkuliso and Ekujabuleni at People’s Park. Drinks and snacks 

are provided for the children and the girls personally donate books to the 

schools. The girls love spending time with the children and play and read to 

them which makes this outing so special for all involved.
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Our 2018 Reunion celebrations kicked off with a cocktail party at College House on Thursday, 26 July.  

A wonderful evening of reminiscing and catching up with old school friends was had by all. This cocktail party 

is open to ALL Old Girls and not just reunion years - so please pop in and celebrate with us!

Reunion Cocktails
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2018 Reunion Day

Our 2018 Reunion celebrations commenced with a cocktail party at College House on Thursday, 26 July 

2018, the Old Girls were astounded by the homeliness of College House and the quality of the food. Thanks 

to Lesley Small and the rest of her team who always provide 5 star cuisine. On Friday, 27 July 2018, the Old 

Girls spent the morning at Durban Girls’ College going on tours led by the Grade 7 girls, being updated on the 

improvements that had taken place and attending assembly, culminating in the singing of the Galleon. Music 

and entertainment was provided by the girls as guests enjoyed a sumptuous lunch in the Functions Room. 

This year we had the privilege of honouring Class of 1953, 1958, 1968, 1978, 1988, 1993, 1998 and 2008.
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1978

1988

2008
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1968

Lynne Neilson (Class of 69), Lynley Clarke (Class of 74), 
Meryl Marshall (Class of 69),  

Mavis Warder-Griffin (Class of 39)

1968

1953

1974

1993

1998
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On Friday, 14 September 2018, the Old Girls’ Guild hosted 

a luncheon to congratulate the Matriculating class as they 

approached their Matric final exams.

The lunch is an opportunity to welcome our new members to 

the Old Girls’ Guild and inspire our Grade 12 girls to reach 

their potential with grace and grit as they embark on a new 

journey outside the College gates. This year we had Taryn 

Hompes (Chairlady of The Guild) chat to the girls about her 

own journey from being a leading economist for JP Morgan, 

having a family and creating her own successful online 

retail business. The girls were also gifted with personalised 

journals from the Old Girls’ Guild.

Thank you to all the members of the Guild, teachers and staff 

who make the lunch possible.

Matric Luncheon
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GROW WITH US

CLIFTON

Clifton, the independent boys’ school in Durban, is situated in 

the beautiful suburb of Morningside. 

At Clifton, we are proud to offer a world-class education for boys from Grade R through to 

Grade 12, catering specifically to the development of boys into responsible, confident and 

competent young men of character.

We provide a unique learning environment for boys where they thrive on competition, delight 

in discovery, exercise compassion and are courageous in their choices.  As a school, we 

proudly walk this journey of progress and development with our young men.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT

BARRY MEZHER ON 031 312 2147 

bmezher@cliftonschool.co.za

www.cliftonschool.co.za



Class of 2018

The ship is safest when it is in 
port, but that is not what  

it was built for.

– Paulo Coelho, The Pilgrimage ”“
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